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A creat perſonage of Berlin, to whom I _ 


related the adventures of Alexander Schell, a f 


lieutenant in the Pruſſian ſervice, was defir- 


cus to ſee them publiſhed ; and this 1 is a taſk 
Il the more freely undertake, becauſe I per- 
| fectly recollect thoſe incidents which I ſhall 
| inſert related by himſelf, at Aix-la- Chapelle, 


in 1776. His letters and poems I have loſt, 


& three of the former only excepted, which will 


be hereafter read. The journal of our tra- 0 


| | vels through Poland, written by him, I have 


inſerted 1 in the n volume of this work. 


* hows faithfully depicted *R virtues ab 
his defects; and, ſhould the cold miſanthrope | 


diſdain ſuch narratives, I ſhall, nevertheleſs, 


| have the ſatisfaction of knowing that the at- 


tention of readers leſs rigorous will be fixed 
| by the originality of his character, and that 


they will pardon ſome of the weakneſſes of 


humanity, remembering the goodneſs of his 
art and his ocher cſtimable qualities. 
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AN EC DOT 


or THE LIFE OF 


ALEXANDER SCHELL. | 


Atpraxoen Schell, whoſe hiffory i is -j 
ſo intimately connected with my own, - 
and which my readers may wiſh to peruſe, 
was of a good family, of the circle of Suabia. 

His mother was of the houſe of Lowenſtein ; 

his father was reduced to poverty, by an un- 


fortunate lawſuit, This is all that I know of 


his origin. Schell, the ſon of whom [ ſpeak, 


entered into the Pruſſian ſervice, 1 in the regi- 


ment of Wurtemburg, which the duke be- 
ſtowed on the king, 
In conſequence of ſome quarrels, and other : 
youthful pranks, he, in the year 1744, was 
ſent t to the n regiment of Mütſchefall. 


4 Þ 

Itis well known that theſe kind of changes | 
are moſt ſenſibly felt by Pruſſian officers, who 
never become ſoldiers, that they. may grow | 
grey behind the walls of a fortreſs, in company 
with invalids, and men acknowledged worth- Þ 
leſs. Schell, who, in reality, was far from 
one of the latter, could not but be exceedingly 3 

_ diffatisfied with his ſtate ; he wiſhed for no- 
thing more than a favourable occaſion to de- 
ſert. From his family he received nothing, 
and his wants were many. He was much 
addicted to ſtudy, but his amorous diſpoſition 
and inconſtancy kept his pockets AE 
| : * 5 x 
+ ZZ chagrin may well be imagined, when 3 
ii he beheld himſelf a lieutenant in a garriſon 3 
5 battalion, with an income ſo trifling, without 3 
1 _ conſolation for the preſent or Hope for the 1 

i 4 1 - future. : 
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. therefore, determined to fly from 3 
67 Gu, the very firſt opportunity that ſhould 7 | 
offer. To this it muſt be added, that gene- 4 
ral Fouquet, governor of that citadel, was j | 
his perſecutor, and put him under arreſt for 
the moſt wilkng ears FO after Schell ; 
| 5 had 


Þ 2-9 


had compoſed a fatire, which was every where 
| circulated, 


on the amorous intercourſe be- 
tween the daughter of the ner and the 


I town- major Doo. 


It was at this very time, and at a moment | 
when he feared he ſhould be arreſted for debt, 


that lieutenant Bach propoſed to him to ſup- 


ply me with the means of flight, and thus to 
procure himſelf a ä 85 ene me 
— WNT 
His heart was s good and compaſſionate : 
he had long been affected by my misfortune; _ 


| yet he afterward avowed that the motive, 
which principally decided him to aid my. 
eſcape, was the deſire of thus Ogg: him 


kf on general F ouquet. | 
Were not theſe circumſtances explained, 

every man muſt be aſtoniſhed to read, | in my = 

hiſtory, that a perſon, to whom I was un- 


known, who was under no obligations to me, 
ſhould determine, while himſelf an officer on 


guard over me, to fly, in mid day, with a 
| priſoner of ſtate, and thus to expoſe himſelf 
to an infamous and certain death, had he been 
| taken, It may be added, chere never was a 

„ more 
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more imprudent, r nor a more daring, under- 


We conceived an inclination and friendſhip 


for each other on our firſt converſation, and 


he further hoped to make his fortune by my 


means. We were betrayed, as J have re- 
lated; a friend gave him information of this, | 
and he might have eſcaped by himſelf, but 
he had promiſed to reſtore me to freedom. | 
. He, like wiſe, might have reflected that, hav- 
ing neither money nor re ſource, he would 
find himſelf in a foreign country, and in the 


moſt deplorable of ſituations. In great dan- 


ger, he wanted neither courage nor fortitude. 
He was naturally inconſiderate, and always 
N yielded to the firſt emotion. 


is honour, likewiſe, was engaged to keep 


wa word with me: and theſe eie ene 
united, induced him to take the deſperate re- 

ſolution of dying, or eſcaping in my company. | 
He daringly faced danger, preſerved his pre- 
ſence of mind, and, aided by him, I executed * 


an enterprize, which, becauſe it was ſucceſs- 3 


ful, has been more admired than blamed. 


Never yet, however, 9 1 find another 
man 


0 9 
4 man who had the courage, * ſriendibip | 


for me, to perform a like action. 


On our return from Thorn to View we 
paſſed through Warſaw, where we made ſome 
ſtay. Schell left me in the afternoon, and re- 
turned late to our lodging, without ſpeaking 
a word concerning where he had been, or 


what he had done. 


On the morrow we went 60 Ee it 


happened to be the time of the fair, and I de- 


termined to exchange the horſe of Schell, be- 


cauſe he was lame. © Since the horſe will q 
« be yours,” faid I, © it is but right that you | 
F ſhould pay the additional money in ex- 
© change.” Schell immediately burſt into a 
| laugh, took out his empty purſe from his 
pocket, and faid, „] left all my money at the. 


« billiard-table at Warſaw ; when my horſe 


© can go no farther, I will follow you on foor; 55 
60 1 neither want horſe nor money.“ 


In pt a this proof of thooghrlet 


dolly; but what was to be done? I could only 


pay the money in exchange, and we journeyed 


| on to Vienna. Here a new misfo tune befel | 
| the ſecond horſe; when Schell wanted money, 


1 I and 


that fortune had played him a new trick, that : 


(wu) 

and intended to have ſold him for two hundred | 
| florins, he found him ſtrangled by his halter | 

at the manger. 
We had not been a month i in this city be- 
: fore | had the good fortune to obtain a com- 
miſſion for him, of firſt lieutenant, in the re- 
giment of Pallavicini, through the intereſt of | 
Prince Charles of Lorrain, to whom he had. 
been recommended by my couſin Trenck. | 
This regiment was in Italy, and deſtined for 
: the ſiege of Genoa, 2 
TI equipped Schell, gave him money, and | 
ſent him on his journey. Some time after | 
when I ſuppoſed him already with his regi- 8 
ment, I received a very laconic letter from 1 
him, dated at Gratz, i in which he informed me 3 


he had loft all his money, his watch and horſe - » | 
and that, if I could not once more aſſiſt him 
he mutt manage for himſelf, i in the beſt man- — 
ner he was able. 1 
” happened, at this time, to have reveinde : 
a ſapply from Berlin, and ſent him five hun- 1 
dred florins, with which he proceeded into Italy. F 
| T his money, however, was little more ſuc- 3 
- 8 a 
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® ceſsful than the former. He had imprudently 
E borrowed of a friend, to pay his gaming 
2 | debts; and, afterward, ſtill more imprudently, 
made uſe of the regimental money; when, 
Y having no better expedient, he deſerted in 
company with a forager. 
XZ gravated his fault was that he entered into the 

| ſervice of a power, with which the Imperial- 


W hat highly ag- 


its were then at war. He ſent me informa- 


tion, in a tone of the utmoſt levity, that he 
= vas now a corporal | in the ſervice of the Ge- 


noeſe. 8 
The behaviour of Schell! was en 8 


rious to all Pruſſian officers, who, after him, 
entered into the ſervice of Auſtria: but he 


Was wholly incapable of a reflection of { this 
| kind. 


*Þ ortunately for him, 1 found an opportu- 
nity. of recommending him to the V enetian 


4 ambaſſador, at Vienna; I once more ſent him 


money, and was ſo active | in his behalf that, in 
the ſpace of a few mouths, he obtained a 


1 commiſſion. 


Strange to tell! he quitted this ſervice the 


very fame year, and entered a common ſol- 


B 6 dier 


3 


me notice of this change, and requeſted aſſiſt- 
ance. Baron Lopreſti, of whom I have ſo 
often ſpoken in theſe volumes, had friends in 
Modena, and I once more obtained a com- 


His own perſonal ſafety, however, conftrained | 
him then to aſſume the name of Leſch. 


3 — do. .tait. AES —_— 


_ obliged to conceal the name of his family. 4 
before he dare aſſociate among worthy men. F 
This misfortune happened to Schell; although * 

he poſſeſſed, in reality, a ſenſible and good 
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of thought, led him aſtray from the paths of | 
honour, and brought him to wander over the 
earth like a vagabond. 5 1 


him a lieutenant in Modena, where he was | | 
generally beloved and eſteemed, and where | 
he had taken the firm reſolution of never 
gaming more, and of leading a leſs diſſipated | | 
life. Perhaps, he would have executed in- 
tentions ſo wiſe, but they were rendered abor- F 
tive by his former follies. # 


oy 
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der under che duke of Minka - Hefor 


miſſion for, and once more equipped, Schell. 


- Unhappy is the deſtiny of a man who i is q 


heart; but his paſſion for play, and total want 


Once more, thanks to my intereſt, behokd | 
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At the requeſt of the duke of Modena, ha 
1 Empreſo- Queen ſent ſome of her officers to 
3 inſtruct his regiment in certain new military 
| | manceuvres, and, among theſe, unluckily, | 
happened to be two officers belonging to the 
regiment of Pallavicini, No ſooner was Schell 
informed of this than, dreading to be diſco- 
vereqd, as he infallibly muſt have been had he 
is | ſtaid, he once more deſerted from Modena, 
ly, and entered a common ſoldier in the ſervice 
en. of Sardinia, in the Swiſs regiment of Souter. 
gh | Again he wrote, to inform me of this new 
od change, but I was then mourning in my dun- 
ant geon at Magdeburg, totally unable to be of 
of uſe to him or myſelf. When releaſed from - 
the my chains, in December 1763, and once 
q more permitted to appear on the ſcene, I ſent. 
old x | to inquire after my friend at Modena, but 
was | ö could hear no tidings of where, or r what he 15 
'ere | was. | 8 5 
ever Happening, as 1 at BR houſe of 
ated | the Sardinian envoy at Vienna, I there, by 
Ain 3 | chance, met a captain Renard, of the Swiſs 1 
bor- 4 regiment of Souter. The converſation turn- 
4 0 ed on many Pruſſian officers, whom fortune | 


— pp Ü 


) 
had ill- treated, and Renard highly praiſed a 
perſon of the name of Leſch, who ſerved in 

bis company in the quality of foraging ſecre- 
tary. After various queſtions and inquiries, 
1 perceived this Leſch could be no other than 
my friend Schell. Tt: immediately wrote to 

” him, and received an anſwer, which deſerves 3 
to be remembered. 54k ſent him money, but | 
this he returned, and, informed me, that he 
had no longer any need of affiſtance ; that he | 
had bidden adieu to all ſuperfluous vanities ; 
that he lived tranquilly on the perquiſites of | 
his place, on what he gained by teaching lan- a 
guages, drawing, and muſic, and by his know- 
| ledge of embroidery; and that theſe, together, 

7 procured him much more than was neceſſary. | 
: He added, that he was eſteemed, beloved, | 

and ſought after; that he was in good health, | 
had learned to be an œconomiſt, and that he 

would not change his ſituation for the moſt I 

ſplendid fortune; finally, that he never more Þ 

would receive any thing from me; that I had I 
already done too much for him; and that it 4 
was time 1 ſhould take care of myſelf. _ b 
Aſfected as 1 was by his preſent manner of F 
__ thinking ff 


Rt - 
4 


f 
ws thinking, I made various propoſitions to him 
for the improvement of his fortune, but he 
| perſiſted in his reſolution, contented to remain 
in his garriſon at Alexandria, and deſirous of 
nothing more than of once again ſecing me | 
# before he died. 

8 In 1772, when I. was at FER la- Chapelle, 
1 . was aſtoniſhed to ſee Schell, my friend, en- 
1c ter my chamber; the reader of ſenfibility will 5 
e eaſily imagine my joy. He had walked on 
3 foot from the farther part of Europe to Aix- 
la- Chapelle, purpoſely to ſee me. He re- 
n= 5 lated his hiſtory to me circumſtantially, but of 7 
| 5 | this ! have forgotten the greateſt part; 1 only , 
er, remember that many of the incidents were 
V. | | excecdingly romantic. 

ed, W Pleaſure was the only end of bis exiſtence. 
ls love of Italy had originated in his love of 
he Y pleaſure, Purpoſely coprocure himſelf the ſocie- 
b ty of the moſt youthful, and the molt charm- : 
ing, of the female ſex, he had learnt to em 
4 broider in gold, and to perform the moſt cu- - 
rious works of women. He alſo taught them 
; ſeveral languages, wrote charming verſes, 
and, by his talents, had 18 himſelf lo agree- . 
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(6 ) 
able to the ſociety he delighted in, that he | 
had paſſed the laſt fifteen years of his life in | 
the manner he thought moſt delightful. 6 
HUN e continued four months at my houſe, 

during which he amuſed himſelf in inſtructing 
my children. This office he performed with 3 
peculiar kindneſs and affability, and gained 3 
the affection of all to whom he was known; 3 
but he loved a peaceable and retired life; he 
was, in reality, become a moſt rational man. 
His mind, that had formerly been ſo quick, I 
ſo alive, had loſt its vivacity ; he was thought- 
3 abſent, and often unconnected in conver- 3 
ſation. The change became ſo great that his 
only occupation was to read, or to walk in 
his chamber, with an air, in every. appearance, 
of profound melancholy. 1 ſoon obſerved} 
that time was tedious to him at Aix-la-Cha- 4 
elle, and that his heart ſighed for Alexan- 
dria. 4 
| When he had been a | monk at my houſe ; 
as he was walking, deep in thought, he fell 
7 Into one of the moats of the city, and dil. 1 
located his ſhoulder, in which ſtate he wah 
1 brought home, 1 5 ft... 
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His patience and fortitude, i in this ſituation, 
were remarkable; he did not utter a — 


by 4 
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Aſter his recovery, he wrote ſors: poetry, 


i but his verſes were very unequal to thoſe he 
2 had written in the fire of youth. When be- 
held him, and contemplated his countenance 


and behaviour, I could not avoid foreboding 


that my poor friend Schell would ſoon be- 


come inſane. 


He was conſtices af this winter if; 1 aid 


proper to cure this misfortune, as well as 
every other infirmity of old age, and, by the 


] aid of which, men may oy all the __ 
of fate. 7 35 


The temper of the- man, a, dul 


; continued the fame. Had I faid to him, —. 
„Schell, thou muſt avenge my cauſe, a deſ- 


| © potic king has rendered me miſerable,” — 


| 1 am certain he would have gone to Pot. 
ly dam, without ſtaying a moment to conſider, 
4 and on the public parade would have executed 


all chat revenge could have Inſpired, | 


| He 


he, I have a ſmall quantity of powder, very” - 


— A 


> B 
r 


. n 22 4 * 
— — — 
# 


. Al es ere; 


* „ 
4 3 


= 


— 
— v- 
” PIE 5 - g l 29 3 2 p 
— — pA * a 2 — 3 
— 1 . G y e-toc, > ay ‚— . I 
* * N 
. 


* a 
Se oor Wweces ws „ 2 
K 1 W 82 * ＋ 
2 „ 9 8 
— 


3 


Q 
ne , 8 
* * * <4 . 
1 * 1 © W 
— LA ry Lan: 
* 8 „ * Z af 
- 7 p e P 
; PP 
— * wy „ „% „ „„ * * 
* ? * * e then , 7 


» Wrong 
oth, — 


_ 


—— — 


4 
1 0 n 4 
bY ( T7 4 Wl Wh 1 * 
r * * Y 2 pp. 8 7. 
0 * * — — Py 
2 27 , A, . 
imm, iba " 4 
9 * 


1 
— 4 4 
8 
SE 1 
$7 
E + I 
* 
11 
3 
: 


ſome of them ſtrange. 
his wnitings, both philoſophical and moral, 

never fell into my hands, and that they were 
buried with himſelf. He made great pro- F 
greſs in the ſtudy of anatomy, and his ſole | | 
| purpoſe was to diſcover whether there really 
could be any thing immortal in the body of 

man, and, if poſſible, to explain what actu- 4 
ated the machine, and what was the origin of 

| our paſſions, without having recourſe to me- 
0 raphyſical reaſoning f. . „„ 


6 
He ſhewed me the ſcars of ſixteen * wounds, 
ſome of which he had received in defence of 
my honour. He never drew his ſword that 
he was not wounded. He had fractured his ; 
arm, and bones! in both his feet, by accidents; f 


thanks to thoſe eternal reveries which, in | 
broad day-light, led him to the edge of ſome ö 
precipice. 
ſmalleſt occaſion, and he laughed | in the face | 
of danger, . 


His ſword was in his hand on the 


4 
7 
5 


The ſtories of his youchful gallantries were | 
I much regret chat , 


7 


4 I 
* one edition reads four. . OT F 
+ The boy is ſaid to have cut open the bellows to 1 


look for the wind. . 3 
45 viſhed| 


25 1 
12 1 5 
27 0 
„ 
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Bi wiſhed him to have remained longer with 
Mae, but his leave of abſence was almoſt end- 
| d, and he deſired to return and die at Alex- 
ndria. One day, I perceived his uſual taci- 
\ts3 b urnity and gloom were increaſed, and the 
9 next morning I found Schell was departed, 
nd had left the * letter on my cd 
eau: 0 


ee « My Friend, 


WP You already have many children: how 
that many more you may have, who can ſay? 
» F< You are happy in the poſſeſſion of the moſt 
ere 1 1 amiable of wives; I am but a burthen to 
4 e you; you are little enabled to be at any 
2 « expence for me, and I am not, at preſent, 
= inconſiderate enough' to abuſe your friend- 
WF ſhip. The duty of a father is now, to you, | 
the moſt ſacred {of duties. J return con- 
I re tented with having once more ſeen you, 
me- 3 e and with leaving you in good health. . 
„ Moſt probably, we never ſhall meet 


4 8 again! Do not diſturb yourſelf concerning 
F F* me; 1 am in need of nothing, and ſhall 
find every thing neceſſary to my happineſs 
=. r 


2 — 4 * — on 
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66 True it is 


cc 


* 20 ) 


at Alexandia: your company, alone, will be 

wanting; but of that it is proper I ſhould} 2 
* deprive myſelf. 1 would not that you 
ſhould ſuffer the leaſt injury for my fake. 
% Perverſe and wicked men have robbed 3 4 
you of your fortune. If there be an eternal 
God, who interferes in the affairs of men, 
he will become your ſapport, he will re- 
ward, he will preſerve and make you happy 
If nor, and ſhould even 
your virtues,” and your labours all be loſt 
to futurity, yet do they, in this world, find 
a noble recompenſe, in the conſcious recti- 
tude of the heart. In the enjoyment of 
this, few men, indeed, will be found your 
equals, conſequently you are happy i in yours a 
* and in defiance of fate. 
To me you owe nothing; you have 
done more for me, chan even gratitude and 
friendſhip themſelves could exact.” 
„ I brought you from Glatz, | 
but a your after-ſufferings would 
have been much leſs ſevere, had I never 
exiſted. What I did, likewiſe, I did more 
F from reſentment to the King, and to Fou- 


in your family. 


! 


cc * quet, 


9 
"4g 
; 3 


ty 

quet, than from the deſire of ſerving you, 

therefore was not my enterprize the pure 

ou 'Y effect of commiſeration and affection, my 
1 «© intereſt bore a part in it. I was ſtripped 

bed Wc of all ſupport, and aſhamed of living, de- 


rnal . ſpiſed in a garriſon regiment. I repent 
1en, 1 not of the actions of my life, being certain 


re- that my follies did but tend to make me a | 
#* wiſer and a better man. I believe in this, 
ven f, you think like me; I am fatisfied with the 
WF time preſent, and indifferent c concerning | 
that to come. 


og © juſtice i in any degree, fail not to write to 
R 
our-WF Your ſon ier under your - 
91 © poſſeſſes all the qualities neceſſary to be- 
have 


come a great man; the conviction of this 
has given me much pleaſure, and muſt 
* to you, be a ſubject of infinite ſatis faction. 


latz, I Tell your reſpectable lady that I honour | 
ould 4 her, return her thanks for all her kindneſs, ; 
ever I and congratulate the choice ſhe made of a 
more BF man who knew her worth. Yes, my friend 
Fou- | * you are : happy in a wife, and therefore 


quet, TW” „ 5 muſt 


« Should monarchs, hereafter, 40 you - 


cc 


cc 


"if 


cc 


cc 


= 9 7 you live? 1n health and happineſs 


When I perceive I can live no longer} | 


Other cauſe of regret for your fake, mould 
misfortune, in future, befal you. 
Be under no concern relative to the ex 
pences of my journey. 1 have the watch 
which you gave me, as well as the fix guy 
neas with which I was to have paid the tailor 
and my feet will ſtill render me the { fame 
ſer vice they performed thirty years agol 
when we travelled OT backers | Po 3 
5 08 Were we not, even then, much happiel 
| than pinces, who are whirled reed 
in coaches through their defolated counf 

tries? | SE 
I leave you the journal « of i fingulad 

expedition, which I preferved, that 1t mighl 
recal to your mind the incidents well worth 


* 2 2 „ | [ 
muſt certainly have no cauſe to repent, 10 
find yourſelf an inhabitant of this earth. | 


I will fend you a laſt letter. It is you 


duty to remain here; you have children} I 
whom you muſt not deſert. 1 know ne 


of finding a place in the hiſtory of your life{ 


Ei maY 


(-,u3 


may you live diſtant from courts, and un- 
AF embarraſſed by public affairs, for the diſ- 
. charge of which you are but ill- fitted by 
3 © your dauntleſs candour. They would but 
bring you into new troubles. Quit Alx- 
la-Chapelle alſo if you can; you are de- 
oullf © teſted by che monks ; ; hypocrites will never 
| WW want occaſion to injure you, and, in your 
decline of life, will find the means to rob 
you of that repoſe you have ſo well de- 
| ſerved: God preſerve you from their ve- 


archi 
S 4 


gu 

lor] nom. I tremble while I recollect this, e 
lame quainted as I am with your daring ſpirit. 
ol « Let me intreat you to become ſomewhat 


more of an ceconomiſt ; let me intreat you 
© to act leſs generouſly. toward an ungrateful 
world; in fine, let me intreat you to be⸗ 
come more prudent. 
« Should we ſee clearly, and ad nobly' 
yet were it beſt to ſigh, be ſilent, and wiſely 


of 


pie 4 
iouſlf 
_ 


agulal 

mien 
vorthſf | 
ir lifeh 
dine ſs 
3 mal 1 


wanting to your tranquillity. Avoid Vienna. 
There, thoſe who have ulegally acquired, : 
will illegally endeavour to maintain them 
We in the poſſeſſion of your eſtates. The 


3 | 5 c« ' Empreſs 


c 


to enjoy: ſo act, and ſo ſhall nothing be 


* affected by this farewell, and by the manner 


4 24 5 I 
. Empreſs acts under the guidance of her 
et prieſts, from whom you can expect nothing 

te but contempt and perſecution. 1 4 
he the paſt a leſſon to you, and a guide 
« for the future. Hope nothing from unre-⸗ 
« lenting princes; riſk nothing for the barren 7 ; 

ee honour of rendering them ſervice ; let vou U | 
© future motto be, I ſeek only virtue.” | 

We have almoſt run our race; we both, 3 | 

< ſoon, alike, ſhall ceaſe to be, but we both 

are acquainted with death, and ſhall ad- 
« vance to meet him with a ſerene front. 80 
e long as I have life I ſhall be ready, at all} 
* times, and on all occaſions, as I ever have 
« been, to part with that life in defence off 
your injured honour. | 

« In this reſolution, and impreſſed with the 
livelieſt gratitude, this day departs one, 
mas, to his laſt breath, will remain f 

„ Your friend, 


e * ALEXANDER SCHELL,” ; 


”" Wb 
ow 


F 


cc 


as may RET by pd 1 was e 4 


: of i it, cſpecially when I had no means of con- 
_ & veying} 


cu) 


veying the money to my Sian, neceſſary to 


1 >erform his journey. Some few days after, I 
vas obliged to go to Vienna. While I was in. 


Frankfort, I, by chance, met in the ſtreet the 

3 worthy | Schell, who was there endeavouring 
Yeo gain intelligence concerning his parents. 
3 We continued two days longer together, and : 


I did every thing in my power to diſſuade hin 


1 from purſuing his journey, but in vain. It 
| was with great difficulty I could prevail on 
him to accept twenty guineas, by the aid of 
which he might arrive, with ſomewhat | 


fatigue, at his place of deſtinarion. At length, 


we both took an eternal and laſt adieu, and 


parted, 


About three 1 aſter I received the 5 


following letter from him at Vie ienna: - 


ce Dear fied, 


: « At Frankfort you | obliged me to accept 


twenty guineas, money which belonged to 
« your children, and the depriving yourſelf ” 
© of which was, moſt probably, of great in- 
0 convenience. Some what, however, to re- 
* een your benevolence, may you, vir- 
vor. VHV © tuous 


ur — l — oe A 


——— — As - — 


1 « plesbre, the good, which accompanied 
e theſe twenty -guineas in the cottage of Y 


« rified, with - which your name was bro. 


c ce © moſt expiring with hunger, in company 
ee with his wife, and the remainder of his 4 
e family ! Benedictions, uttered with eyes F 
8 raiſed to Heaven, when their long-loſt 
* ſon, Schell, ſo unexpectedly entered their 
* wretched cabin, and with him e ce | | 
« means of aid and conſolation! 4 


ce © the ſcene ſuch as it really was; then, in- 4 3 
"> 
e twenty years, my parents had never re- 
« ceived any intelligence of me, and ſup- | 


© ruined by a law uit in the Imperial Court, ; 


2 


heart, aſter having heard I had fo lightly | 


« 
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& tuqus man, participate the ſenſibility, the 


« poor peaſant! May the benedictions be ve- 


4 nounced by an old man of eighty-rwo, al- 


1 


Oh, noble Trenck, that I could delinids $ 


deed, ſhould you weep. During four-and- ii 


. poſed me dead. I knew they had been 4 


La 


and I would not add to their misfortunes, 0 
« by informing them. of my own. $ 
My father had diſcarded me from his A 


quitted the Pruſſian ſervice! After being 
or odeia—eM told 


# 


5 


9 e told that my name was nailed up t to the gal- 


FF 


oF lows at Glatz: j 
My mother had wept, but the afflictions 


„ of her family, and the poverty of her other : 


of. 
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children, had effaced from her memory him 


„whom ſhe had formerly hoped would be= 

come the ſupport of her houſe, and the 
prop of her old age. 

| N eldeſt ſiſter [ found almoll Wies : 

. with hunger, in her bed, where ſhe had 

twelve years lain paralytic. The youngeſt 


was inſane, and her diſtracted fits were 


ſometimes ſo violent chat the \ was "IOC 

to be tied down. N 5 : 
« My eldeſt brother, who" had | obige 
the rank of major in the Pruſſian ſervice, _ 
was broken, i in conſequence of my adven- 


ture at Glatz, and is, at preſent, a corporal 
in the ſervice of Denmark, where he has 


taken another name. My formerly brave, 
and now ancient father, all in Tags, and af- 
flicted with the dropſy, was ſeated in an 
© old arm chair; and my aged mother, of 


ſeventy, v was obliged to a as ſervant, nurſe, 
and Provider, for the whole Revue. 
C 2 . 


23 y 9 
2 At che t time that 1 arrived, ſeveral days 1 3 
"I had paſſed, and they had nothing better 
2 than dry bread for their food, waiting the 
e end of the month. You have been inform 
e ed that the Prince, by whom they were 
| * ruined, granted them a penſion of nine 1 


| 1 florins per month!“ For this they were | | 
4 obliged to pray ſor him, thank him, a and 4 


* 7 * 


* tremble in his preſence. F '1 
They had no fire, and theſe poor oe} . 
s people were crouching cloſe together, ball 4 | 
naked, to keep each other warm. T hat | 
very day they happened to mention their F 
. Joſt ſon; they were exhorting each other q . 
4 patiently to endure their afffictions, and, | 
4 while thus ſuffering, I entered their tn : 
"8 made MAX known, and OE: chem | 
- cc aid. EE 3 
. God of Heaven! where are the words ; 
« « that ſhall deſcribe what J felt?—I ſtood! $ 
* motionleſs, at beholding wretchedneſs le . 

* this, and dumb! They were dumb alſo. i 
Hd 1 recovered, recollected I had guineasY : 


» About weary all . 


29 


F< and threw them on the table. — Is this mo- 


F< ney thy own, my ſon? faid my mother. — 


* "nga and PR 


8 Yes, mother, anſwered I, they are honour- 
„ ably acquired; I bring them t to fem Jr 
"F< a momentary ſupport. | 


ce Surpriſe and joy fluſhed i in every face; ; 


my aged father bathed me with his pater- 
nal tears, and my mother hung, weeping, 
round my neck, The poor patalytic in- 


tt treated ſhe might once again make à go 


meal, and her ſtill more unfortunate ſiſter 


« leaped and-  capered, without 3 8 5 


« wherefore. 


5 65 After we had i in ſome 3 recovered ” 
« our proper ſenſes, and I had briefly an- 
« ſwered their 12quiring queſtions, a fire was 


made, and meat was put down to roaſt. 


« Yes, my friend, the family ſeated them 
« ſelves round a table, that had long not been 


4 ; «fg loaded, and I had the pleaſure to regale : 


them with your money, to fevive my pa- 


ec rents, languiſhing in milery, and on the : 
borders of the grave, and to change the 


00 paternal malediction 3 into the bncereſt bleſ- 


No m * 77 
<6 To you .am I indebted for this diy of 


« joy, the brighteſt, the happieſt of my life ; E - 
* for had I not had your money, I ſhould 
never have returned to the houſe of my 
« father ——'Tis true, alſo, I never ſhould 
© have been a ſpectator of wretchedneſs like 6 


e their's, and ſhould have died reckleſs and i in- 
« different. I now have an additional reaſon 


; live; I have parents to provide for, and * 
or” they. ſtand in need of proviſion, I will 
4 haſten to Alexandria, haſten to obtain mo- 


c ney for their ſupport, for now only do I 


begin to be reconciled to life. 


ee ſhall not inform you in what place I * 
1 found this moſt unfortunate family: you uh 


would deprive me of the ſatis faction of la- ** 

« bouring for them. I well know the bene- 7 
c yolence of your heart, and 1 well know ® 
ee you have nothing you ovght to give, E 
re Yet you ſhall be informed hereafter, and 'Y | 


s ſhall become my ſucceſſor, in order that 


« ] may die untormented, when 1 feel my = 


em approach, and ſhall be no more able A 
« to afford them ſuſtenance, N 9 

— 1 continued wich chem nine days, and AF 
on ——— V three 1 


i t 
> three entire guineas were expended in 
1 0 | making ourſelves merry. Yeſterday I left 
BF e fifteen upon the table, with my watch, and 
be a letter, as I did when I took my kave of 
>. you at Aix-la-Chapelle, and thus avoided 
5 che too great pain of parting. 
L now proceed on foot toward Abs 
e and certainly with more true courage than 
. Alexander himſelf, when marching, at the 
* head of his victorious army, toward Baby- 
. lon. Never were guineas better expended, 
Y never employed to a more holy pur- 
2 © poſe than thoſe you gave me a Frank- 
fort. Henceforward I have but one inten- 
. tion to fulfil, and this, 1 hope, will be ful- 
* © filled by the exertion of my talents at Alex- 
FX andria, Money, my friend, is become a 
thing moſt precious, though my poor pa- 
e rents have learnt to vegetate on little. 
1 ce Live, my dear Trenck, live in content 
and health. If, ſoon or late, you ſhould 
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j 7 after a tedious. baniſhment, acquire wealth 
to render thoſe you love happy. If r 
vos ſhould wiſh to benefit the children of 

6 4 1 Waldau, 


3 


IJ return to your native country, may you, 15 


— _ 
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08 Waldau, recollect what 1 faid to you in 1 


* would have taken vengeance on an unfeel. | | 
ing, or, perhaps, only a fearful brother-in- "#8 
« law. May the Almighty grant you ts F 


« hereafter your proſpects will brighten, and 1 
12 honour the philanthropy of your heart. 
Forget me not, I vill write to you when- 
"2 ever I need your aſſiſtance ; 5 do you write 3 
1 < to me only once a year, and let me know 
e any fortunate event in the ſituation of your 1 g 
« affairs, This letter will be ſent from 
Ulm. I have written it in Switzerland, and 7 
ea friend will put it into the poſt. May your 
5 « yirtues preſerve you from new adverſe, 


« the paſt. 


5 


« in the foreſt near Hammer, when you © 


A humane, this Chriſtian, conſolation. I hope ö 


0 
and may heaven, or 8 0 reward you . 9 


— As 1 have lived, 85 Mall 1 de, 
Tour grateful, hs 

And, moſt 2 :furedly,. 

__« Your very faithful Lied 3 


« „ALEXANDER SCHELI „ 


Secretary to the regiment of” mM 

ter, at Alexandria, ia the ſer 
vice * the King ef Sardinia. | 
Since 4 


+ RR 

* 5 RR. 
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U 7 
Since this letter, 1 received many others 
from him, all written in the ſame ſtyle, 
3 I n one of the laſt he informed me that an old 
11 Bady had bequeathed him effects, to the value 
| of a hundred and fifty ducats, by will. His 
1 Joy, at being able to ſend that ſum to his £ 
parents, who were then living, was inexpreſ- 
ible. Theſe letters I have loſt, and, indeed, 
they would only unneceſſarily « add to the 
te length of this narrattive. | 
CW After a ſilence ol two years I received b 
r * following: 


id 1 0 * The dying Schell to his friend Trenck.” -- 


s, 8 8 When his mall come to your hand 3 
W ſhall be no more; my term of exiſtence 
* draws to a concluſion: never did man, 
4 dear friend, forſake this ſublunary world 
2 « with more tranquillity than I ſhall in a few 
3 hours, and after I have once more, with 
1 * as much preſence of mind as Il am capable 
3 of, ſent you this lai teſtimony of en 
MY gratitude, 


Pa 0, 
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Mu Hr the name of. _ ny" was Schell, | ] 
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itt adieu to all honourable titles. 1 


a leave you in peace and content. My — 4 1 
_« father and mother have been two years 
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634 P- 
ce The laſt years of my life have paſſed ; 
mr undiſturbed away; almoſt had 1 N | s 
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« Leſch, and un without regret, biden | | 


e beheld you happy, my friend, and! 7 


dead. I enjoyed the pteaſure of procuring 8 E | 
« them neceſſaries, and even ſomewhat more, | 3 | 
during the ir few latter days of life. dT : 
4e « paralytic ſiſter died about fix weeks ago; 1 
0 and the poor frantic girl knows. not char 1 
s ſhe wants any thing, therefore wants not. 4 
She lives merrily in the mad-houſe, and 2 
nc © imagines herſclf to be the holy Rebecca. 7 
„The woman whom I loved has lately 7 
20 martied a young huſband: may he- make ; 
4 her happy! This is not a moment to i in- ; 
« dulge jealouſy, EW 2 230, 1 1 
« am at this ant racked. by the ſtorie; I 
nor is that all; I am in a conſumption, 2 
0, and theſe: diſeaſes combined have ren - 1 


e de red 


> 


4 dered me à living ſkeleton. My phy- 


1 * fician has obſerved indubitable ſymptotms 
a of my approaching end; I myſelf am fully 


9 « ſenſible of them, and, in a few days, or in 
2 ** a few hours, ſhall ceaſe to ſuffer. 
l have now nothing to hope, and nothing - 
2 ee to fear. In this letter I ſend. you the laſt 
= tokens of a long and ſincere friendſhip. 


„ < My dying ſoul ſtill will live in you, nor 


Z 4 ſhall I be all dead, ſo long as you ſhall 
"2 | « continue to live, My expiring. wiſhes for 
your proſperity, transfix themſelves to this 

= < paper——they take their flight from my 
brain, like a dream at the moment of my 


„ diſſolution. Live while you may, and : 
7 © haſten not, dear friend, to follow me, 1 

Honour, fame, and poſterity, to me are 

i 4 « things wholly indifferent. I die unknown = 


= © and my name dies with me.——Beware 
| 1 of the priſons of Glatz, Magdeburg, and. 
= KL Spielberg! Schell Gen, and Tor au find. - 
4a Schell no more, 
= I leave no one behind 1 me e 3 
in need of your aid, or whom I am in duty 2 
4 bound to recommend to your bene volence 
"ce : Eno, 3 


10 5 


. te no, my friend, Jam no longer any thing 


ce to you: could J partake the ſenſibility of 
your heart, it would but occaſion me fruit- 
« lefs regret, and — the e of this 

I laſt farewel. : 1 


Repine not, weep not, rather laugh; let | 


| 3 > the laſt moments of the crazy Schell be a 


« ſubject of mirth; he himfelf has laughed, 
« on the world's great theatre, beholding the 
e deepeſt tragedies ; laughing he quits the 

& ſcene, and the curtain for ever falls. 
__ « My ſenſes are overpowered, they flum- 
1 « ber, my eyes are inclined to cloſe, and my 


| , 8 ſoul wiſhes for reſt; I ſoon ſhall ſleep, and 
BM « ſleep without dreaming, nor ſhall J ever 
|! xiſe from this bed, to enjoy waking dreams. 


* Oh Trenck, my laſt thoughts are friend- 


LM ſhip, gratitude, and the moſt ardent Pere 


00 for your proſperity. 

480 dies, F = 

7 M « ALEXANDER, once  SCHELL, 
EL preſent LESCH. | 

. « Ilerandri, 24th of May, no. 0 


1 he very ay I received this letter, 1 
| wrote 


45 I ) ; 
wrote to the regiment, and the anſwer ent 
back was, that he had been found dead in 


his bed the 26th of May, having written fare- 


wel letters to his colonel and his friends, by 
all of whom he was regretted. His captain 
had made a collection of his herotic odes, and 


bis fatires, written in the Italian language,. 
which may. ſome time, perhaps, appear u nder 5 


another name, and, if they ſhould, will cer- 
tainly do honour to ſome N impo& 5 


+ | tor, | 


Peace be to hs manes, 2 Schell, 


thou wert worthy a better deſtiny, for hs : 


foibles. of thy youth. were NI". only o 5 


. 


od gies to thn" at dannen if TY : 


and my gn with refpeft to aſſertions con- 
tained in, and offences that have been taten 
at, my writings. | 


NOT the fear of tk diſpleatng the ” 


| Þ vicked and the vile; not the dread of being 


Ru IO by ſharpers, monks, pedants, 
| . intriguing : 


czy. the virtuous, and the friends ef men; 3 


- have been headlong plunged. 


intriguing courtiers, nd \ paltry k naves; not 1 
the dread of illiberal and abortive ciiticiſm; | 9 
nor any, nor all, of theſ-, here give birth 1 
to apology or juſtification. T have more 4 
ſerious employment, that of at laſt enjoying 3 
content and eaſe : of terminating a career of © YZ 
_ difficulties, chains, and pun iſhment un pa- 4 
ralleled, with glory. I wil no more ſtand -* 
forth the raſh opponent of ignorant millions. 3 
It is honour ſufficient for me; thar the wor- 5 4 


1 © 


have been my protectors. Had I, indeed, 3 3 
only injured this ſmaller part of ſociety, the 
5 number of my ent mies had not been ſo great, 
nor had they been ſo all puiſſant: neither 

: would they have been ſo baſe in artifice, 0 
irreconcileable in hatt ed. I ſhudder and ſtan 
back from the precipice, when I contemplate}: 
the abyſs, into which, by raſhneſs,. or per- 

| haps fortitude not to be ſhaken, I night 


The daggers of ſharpers, ibn, adi 
i monks, all were drawn. Thoſe noble gente i 
men, who, offended at my eſſay on True NO 
8 * had not, with their 3 titles, pur 
nk caſey 


A 


YF . 
hafed noble hearts, would have been glad 1 
ere diſpatched.. Heaven was promiſed from 
the pulpits, as the price of heretical blood. 
Heretic, be it ſaid apart, is the epithet be- 
9 8 on thoſe who dare openly attack the 
3 warice and ambition of prieſts. The good N 
I Bi matrons prayed for my ſoul, as for one 
1 7 e conſigned to perdition. The de- 
eivers, and the deceived together, cried - 
4 * Crucify him!“ Crucity him!“ — p | 
}  Unfupported, among theſe high-bory 
J Jer, long lived. Good men approved and 5 
he A Spplauded my writings; eee was 
4 Bl. I will write no more. 85 
3 Let other German moraliſts now enter the 
4 Ty let each perform as much as I have done, i 
nd let them not retire from toil, till they 
dave reaſons equally coercive to addyce. 80 5 


0 Pers, ſon ſhall mobs are the executioners, 5 
e torturers of reaſon, foon ſhall ſhake off 
ant er groſs prejudices, and, by the promotion 

de- ff ſcience, ſhall riſe great and worthy of her- 

Noi elf. Her practical Chriſtians ſhall then be 
1 more virtuous than were her * ſaints, 
3 church 5 


) 

church dignitaries ſhall tremble in their ſtalls, | | 

and the renown of the ancient German ſhall 4 
revive. 

To obtain a Epos 0 . 1. [ 

Advared with zeal, deſtructive to myſelf; 3 

but, be the conſequences what 1 may, 9 
*twere. : ſinful to eee 8 


pentant thaw "ks: makes a at 3 1 0 
the fraternity of reformers. Therefore do 1 1 
ſtretch out my hand, deſirous of reconciliation 2 
with all who imagine themſelves injured by q 
_ the truths I have tald, or who have been an- j 

| gered to behold themſelves unmaſked. L hope 
they will not be fo cruel as to demand I ſhould 
beſtow flagellation on myſelf, becauſe I erect- 
ed myſelf a preacher of repentance, without 

| having firſt ſtudied, under a Jeſuit-mounte- 
bank, in forma Theologica. As my irritability 
is well known, and as 1 never condeſcended 
to petition princes themſelves twice for what 
1 thought my due, be adviſed, good ſirs, and 
nien me n or I ſhall n, quick - 


ly 


nn 

fall into my old vice, and defend myſelf, 
| 3 24 truth, with all the fury of a deſperadoe. 
Kind reader, thou indubitably knoweſt con- 
fitutional diſeaſes are not eaſily cured; there- 
ore wilt not expect J ſhould forget my na- 
ure, and ceaſe to ſpeak and to maintain 
I truth, If 1 ſtrike wide, when battling to 
2 bring down folly and vice, ents and direct 1 
Z me better. 80 ende my preambvic ® NT 


Y In the firſt volume of my writings, the de- 
Wdication to Madam Juſtitia, gave ſo much 
„ W offence at Vienna that it was prohibited — 


de Whenever, in Vienna, they ſhall think proper 


a to do me e right, I will then make a full and ; 


hg bs abſtract only of what ballons in 1 Wan 
. tranſlated: much of it relates to the Baron's other 
works ; but, as thoſe other works, in fact, form a part 


ity of his hiſtory, it will probably: not be diſpleaſing to 


ed obtain ſome information concerning them.— The 
lat! Krongeſt paſſages and thoughts have been ſeleQed, the 


5 neceſſary liberties of a free tranſlation taken, and tranſ- _ 


poſitions of ſentences made, ſuitable either to connec- : 
ion or to the ſubject. ©: | 
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| My ends on the edrthene titles of no- , 
bility, in the third volume, has ſo much of. 4 q 
fended many of our moſt ſerene dons, a ; 
I expected ſome one, at leaſt, among chem 


would have mounted his Roſinante, and me 


flue orders that the hare ſhall be roaſted, 


which his ſerene highneſs, the maſter of the S 
n has heroically vanquiſhed. —_ 
Happy conſequence of wiſdom i in govern- 8 j 

ment! To you, ye ſcions of nobi lity, do af 
places of honour, profit, and power deſcend, 
as is, by right of birth, your due. Innately 

Fe are nobly ; to think and act nobly were 


| fuper-f 


public reparation to the inſulted honour of 
: this good 7” 


6 | 
1 
A 7 


1 
HZ 2 


2 


have defied, detractor and caitiff vile, to mor- p 
tal combat. "i 
_ - Fortunately for me; 1 was ; deceived. They, 
- honourable gentlemen, leave hardy — þ 
and dire defence, to the fleeping bones of ; 
their anceſtors. T hey can ſerve the ſtate in 
: night-caps, and morning gowns, and his ex- 

cellency, the lord high cook, can fagacioully 


6 1 perfluous. Why ſhould you defend or in- 
| 1 & baſe burghers, or raſcally hinds, who 
4 pſt humbly, moſt dutifully, are bounden to 
6: [labour and ſtarve, that you may ſleep and _ 
en! 
what raſlneſs was it in me to write on 
nour! I, alas, had forgotten that honour, 
A d honourable office depend on the capricious 
Ill of an arbitary monarch, who alone is the 
ntain of honour, the judge of honour and 
Wo alone honour can confer! Wherefore did 
Wircam of merit, genius or the native honour | 
a the heart? Fie on ſuch ig ignorance! Yes, ever : 
Wnourable worthies, it is but juſt I ſhould 
Wmbly crave forgiveneſs; 1, who have written 
Ws unwittingly, without premiſſion from the 
vers that be! But ye are avenged, and Iam _ 
Wniſhed. No titles have I; no ribbands, ſtars, | 
fi glorious badges. Theſe, fo groſs was my 
eception, I ſuppoſed I might have had, and 
oe remained an honeſt man! 
I have attended at levees; have KA in 


cient officers, like: me, attending alſo. Their = 
catrized wounds were ineffectual pleaders. 1 


ti-chambers ; have there converſed witk 
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and within— 


n pr K rere 


„ 002 


The ſpruce gentleman-uſher held their names 
unworthy to be pronounced in the royal ear. C 
We diſcourſed on the beſt of all poſſibk I 


worlds, and iron tears ſtote down their manly 


"= 2 
© 


cheeks. Reaſoning, with bitter conference, b 


as we ſtood, we have ſeen a ſumptuous vehicle S 
approach, drawn by ſix ſteeds, proudly | 


proſtrate themſelves, Yet, no grim. Tun 


is he, but beardleſs ſeventeen. The buttc 
of his coat were each a diamond: over hi 
mighty ſhoulder no Gorgon ſhield was thrown 
but gracefully the broad ribbon hung. From 


his pocket pendent was a key. All wonder 
ed; all aſxed e Who is he that approache 


c thus with cheek inflated?” Not Boreas, 
. gentlemen — nor Eurus——No—His high. 
_ nefs, His ſerene highneſs! A prince! A princt 
of the empire! A knight of the order! A cham- 
: berlain, A privy counſellor ; The ſon of a 
uſurer! A lord of eight millions! Million 


champing: before it were running footmen, 3 
| behind, heydukes, and merry Andrews 
es! His excellency } State. 
| by ſtept he forth, by ſlaves ſupported in the 
dangerous deſcent, The ſwarming croul} 


F N ) 
; hich he nobly expends, thus to become 
Nreat! Thus to be dignified ! Thus to be 


8. Wicled! Great as he is now, what ſhall he be 
u hen of age? 

. “For one ſo mighty, knowledge will * an 
cl ncumbrance, and thought ſuperfluous; there- 
a ore hath he written to Rome, and Rome 
"Wall ſend him a father confeſſor, who ſhall 
9 elieve him of the labour of thinking. Padua, 
4 too, ſhall ſend him a buffoon, with black 
tel gown, and tie wig, who ſhall take eſpecial 5 
* are of his eſtate. Let others act, it is for 


him only to enjoy. EF 
Parting from my honeſt veterans, home 1 

went, deſcribed what I had ſeen, for I am 

afraid I never ſhall forſake old habits, but i in- 


make my letter public. The world, alas, 
might doubt the lincerity of my reformation ; 
nay, might call this my recantation, a ſatire! 
A libel! Heaven forbid, my friend !=For 


curators, better than I. 1 may once again 
become mad——No, no, 1 will humbly pe- 
| tition. 


treated the friend to whom I wrote never to 


God's ſake, ear, - burn, my letter His 7 
lighnefs can pay reſerandaries, advocates, and 


T3) 


| gition,—_l will not increaſe an evil E cannot 


5 cure. 
To err ĩs human, but obſtinately to peru 
error were deviliſ.— Therefore pardon, pars 


don: I repent. I will be very good in future. 
My children ſhall not be taught to think, for ] 


will provide them with an abbe, or an ex- 
Jeſuit, and they ſhall be educated for high- 


| neſſes and cardinals. 
| Yes, noble Zetto, Kronſdorf, Krugel, and 
ye other nobles, from A to Z, 1deterve your 
mighty wrath. —What! Refuſe 1 to pay for your 


patents of nobility ! So well, too, as 1 knew 


your. worth! I am juſtly puniſhed, —God 


F j 5 eternally forbid 1 ſhould object to your high 


and noble dignities ! J affirm you more ig- | 


noble in nature than the rudeſt of the rabble 
— call you the peſt of ſociety---Oh no! 
- Mo; 00, e -Though you are in the 


| houſe of correction, you have noble ſuc- 
ceſſors, and ] will write no libel by inuendo, 


 I'—Heaven bleſs your worthy worſhips! 


May the mob bow down before your patent 
titles! May your welfare be preferred to that 
of juſtice and the common weal! _ 


And 


IRA rn 2 OE 


(47) = 
And ye, noble eccleſiaſtics, whoſe all- diſ- 


ſceptical heart all I think of ye—I know ye 


peruſe not ſuch heretical writings, as teach che : 


1d duties of the citizen and the man. 


= Tf? aſk not your prayers, for ah! I too bell 


now my poor ſoul has long been conſigned 


0 o perdition— having even dared to doubt 
"| hat od are LO... 
g * — —-—-— 


le | In my plan for the rectifying of abuſes in 
e ſtates of Auſtria, I was actuated by the 
ureſt and beſt of motives. I openly aſſerted 
hat were the deſerts of the judges of the 
Urs; and all Vienna exclaimed againſt the 


: Blneſs of my writings: yet, was it afterward 


penſing power, trafficking in indulgences, can 
purchaſe earthly titles, till your heavenly. ſhall 
be ripe— Le, who, living luxuriouſly, yet 
re certain to die bleſſed! I hold it fit and 
ſafe here to promiſe you will daily repeat 
ree Pater-noſters, and eke three Ave - 
Marias; not deſirous ye ſhould read in my 


en they were but prophetical, Experience 
taught me wiſdom, To reform. the 
8 my . abuſes | 


— — 
2 yy ; 


mw * — wv 
— 


abuſes of adminiſtration of} juſtice is even mor 


How may a private individual make the at 
tempt, when the Monarch himſelf, ſo mu 


: cerning the invilible vaſſalage of Bohe mi. 
Of this I cannot repent, although the ang 
' monks have condemned my ſoul to ſom 


But in purgatory I will be content to bum li. 
certain of the prayers of all good men for n a 
peedy releaſe. Till this vaſſalage of til ſu 
mind is removed, never can the people knoff fo 


chat the fingers, with which J write 
may not be changed into a devil's claw : na 
though ye ſhould be monks, pray, for I ce! « 

tainly ſhould tear thoſe unfortunate friars, wif Ch 


n) 


dangerous than to reform thoſe of religion 


tiplied, ſo rooted, are theſe abuſes, dare not 


Such is the true ſtate of affairs, over which! 
figh, and draw the curtain. Sincerely do! | 


Pa thoſe who need Juſtice, | 


he this fame volume, I have written con 


millions of years of burning in purgaton 


the rights of men. Pray, brethren, pr 


thou 1 


( 49 ) 


My cheran devils are all as mercileſs : as your Fr ran- 
ciſcan. 


nous than the ſeven deadly ſins collectively. 


godly plundering of ſtrangers, is there pub- 


know for forgiveneſs, wretched ſinner as lam; J 


praſ who have publicly dared to doubt this infal- 5 
ti ſbility. What, though I have written a no- 
nil dorious truth, ſtill, ſince this truth offends, 
| deſerve, as their high mightineſſes in their 


Chriltian charity affirm, to be cverlaſtingly 


ſhould fall into my talons, moſt unmercifutly. | 
And, with reverence be i it ſpoken, your Lu- 


Thave alfo, i in my letters from Spa, been 
gullty of a crime more enormous than any 
the whole decalogue can afford; more hei- 


] have ſaid that a gambler by profeſſion could 
not poſſibly be an honeſt man; and that, by 
fair deduction, neither could thoſe who ſhare 
his ill-gotten gains. Herein have 1 moſt 
groſsly and abominably finned againſt the holy | 
Catholic Church, as the faro- table, for the 


licly licenied by the biſhop. Therefore, as 
a good Chriſtian ought, do I moſt humbly 
ſupplicate the infallible prieftly magiſtracy 
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in heaven; that there they are ſaints, and only 
remembered that on earth they are raſcals, 1 
will write no more on the poiſons of Liege, 
the intrigues of courtezans, the curſes of play, 
but will enjoy ſome few days of reſt on this 
fide the grave. 1 will ſuppreſs the groans of I th 
1 heart that has been rent, becauſe it could 
not reform the follies and the vices of man. an 


the daringneſs with which it was written, 
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7 
roaſted. I had forgotten that they have power 


T he Macedonian Hero i is a poem 158 by th 


m 
might, indeed, well draw down the vengeance 5 
of tyranny. The conſequences of my raſh- |, 


neſs have been bitter. Frederic acknowledged th 
I had written truth; but Tereſa demanded to 
Eno by whom I had been authoriſed to write F 
truth. The poem was prohibited, but eſcap- Ji, 
ed burning. Honeſt men lamented the daſ- |: 
rardlineſs of their fellow-ſlaves, who crouched 
and baſely aided the ravagers of the earth; 
while zealous republicans rejoiced. The world, 
. however, ſeems to ſink deeper than ever into * 
the flough of ſlavery. We grovel in the duſt, 
| and offer up ineffectual projere that God 


would, 


E 
would be pleaſed to preſerve us from heroes 
and their rapacity. Alas! new Alexanders, 
Tamerlanes, and Frederics, ſhall ariſe, and 
ſhall find new coadjutors. 


d graciouſly ſmile ontheir handſome young friars, 


| Wand chat the noble burghers their huſbands | 
wear their budding honours proudly; for wit 
chem it is a principle that men cannot be too 
much loaded with honour; they therefore 
Jhold themſelves juſtified in aſſuming titles to 
which .they have no claim: good reaſon is 
there, then, they ſhould not be defrauded of 


an honourable appellation ſo juſtly their due. 


ingly. true, that e, are alhamed of their 
virtue. | . 


ſt, 
od 


ld 


s have ald in ſome of my works, ſaid 
of chat the handſome ladies of Aix- la- Chapelle 5 


pretend not chat, even at Aix- la- Chapelle, - 
P- the ugly are not virtuous; but it is exceed- 


For my own part, 1 have always pitied ugly f 
lvomen, and have been careful not to offend x 
he handſome, ſo that matrons with me proſ- 
perity, except thoſe whoſe conſciences are put | | 
under ſpiritual guardianſhip, and they indeed 

2 9 2 | frown, 


— ——— — — 4 2 8 


| | (544 ;). 
= frown, mumble anathemas, and fink me to 
| | the loweſt of the infernal regions, there in 
| eternal darkneſs to aſſociate with the accurſed 
Luther, and the heretic Voltaire. 


1 muſt farther remark a chroügh all my 
: writings, | there reigns a manifeſt and de- 
cided hatred againſt knavery, deceit, and ſu- 
perſtition. In the country where I reſided, 
I beheld a herd, an army of prieſts, wallow- 
ing in luxury, reigning with worſe than deſ- 
potic authority over the minds of all. What 
rational and thinking man but muſt ſhudder, 
muſt lament aloud, that ſuch multitudes of 

| God's creatures ſhould be thus chained, ri- 
veted in ignorance, by a hoſt of idle impoſ⸗- 
tors, who are, or ought to be, paid to enlight- 
en and inſtruct them in all the duties of men, 
but who, on the contrary, live in pride, and 
debauchery, ſuck their very blood, deſtroy 
moral virtues, fraternal and true Chriſtian 
duties, and promiſe heaven to the moſt 
abandoned of villains, to profligates, cheats, 


99 allafiins ! 


Oh 


(2 


1 Oh God How diſmal, how dreadful 
W is the proſpect! where bigotry has the pow- 
er and the will to kill all the ſeeds of natural 
reaſon! Yet this T beheld wherever the 
ruling prince was a churchman. This I be- 


held throughout the whole Auſtrian ſtates. 
The ſpectacle made my very heart weep 


blood. I beheld the Pope, and all his armed 
legions, as omnipotent in Vienna as at Rome. 
I beheld and wrote. Thoughts friendly 
to the human race inſtinctively flowed from 
my pen. I forgot my own fafety, irritated . 
the worlt of paſſions in the worſt of men; and 


could I wonder I had enemies? 


Irreconcileable in hatred, a prieſt purſues | 
| the wretch who has dared to diſcover his 
wickedneſs and fraud, through ſucceeding 


generations, till his name and race be rooted 


from the earth: nor ends here, but, unſatia - 
ble in revenge, after inflicting all earthly 
4 pangs, delivers him and his over to erernal 
torment, This is what is properly called 
the vengeance of the miniſters of the merci- 


tul God! 


Sorry am 1 chat I could not mote effec- 
T7. oe 


«> 
. =". —— 


« 4 — \ 
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tually aid the poor, deceived, enſlaved world: 
it is under the dominion of cureleſs witch - 
craſt! 


and multiplication of Jews, princes would 
elffectually ſerve the world, and diminiſh the 
blood ſucking ſwarm, were they to oblige 
every man to take the following oath before 
he were made a monk. . 


A tity is totally incapable of rendering ſervice 
| © to his fellow- creatures; that he is unfit for 
4 a ſoldier, mechanic, or huſbandman, and | 

< that he is wholly deſtitute of powers, bodi- Wl 
Ely or meats], to make himſelf wetul to Nos i 


two firſt volumes of this hiſtory, in which I. ö My 
have highly offended various Theres of wick- = 
ed men. 1 


6540 


Inſtead of prollig the intermarriages, | 


ec That the candidate for this ſtate of FRO 


« ciety.“ 


1 tave yet t6 apologize concerning the | 


Frederic the Great, 7 by the 9905 * 


his power 5 entailed MY. upon me, who 1 
: Sve 1 


* 


0 


gave me ſufficient cauſe to ſpeak truth undif; 
ouiſedly, will, certainly, in his now. enlight- 
encd ſtate, behold the moderate manner in 
WW which 1 have juſtified myſelf, with very dif- 
W ferent eyes to what he would, had he, while 
W on earth, peruſed it with all the perverſity of . 
g eſpotic obſtinacy, and clouded by the preju- 
ſices of human weakneſs, He now is una- 
: ble to prevent my publicly defending that 
| honour which had been publicly injured. 
I have ſpoken of him with caution and re- 
fpect. I have every where excuſed the er- 
W ror of a monarch who, being man, was by 
W men deceived. Probably he had reaſons for 
not doing me juſtice, which I ſhall never 
recite, as I will not involve the reputation of 
a friend in my own unfortunate deſtiny. 
May he, therefore, reſt in peace. That poſ- 
terity which may erect monuments to his 
fame, certainly ſhall raiſe no pillar of ſhame. | 
over my grave. This is honour ſufficient to 
one unremittingly perſecuted by him, and 
treated as a malefactor. He is gone, Iam 
here. Tis honour ſufficient that the reign- 
ing monarch has given unreſtricted privilege 
SEELEY USL - 


„ 

to circulate this hiſtory through his ſtates, . 
and that a hoſt of witneſſes to its veracity are 
ſtill living. | 5 15 
Of what happened to me at Vienna [ ive. 

loudly complained, and boldly written; but 

T have written truths; truths which the re- 
cords and acts of courts will prove: truths 
Which the preſent monarch has privileged to 

© + publicly circulated in this work. This 
royal privilege, at Berlin and Vienna, is 


_ equally honourable to the ſovereign and to = 


my veracity. „ 
1 emperor, indeed, Has not thought ir 


to ordain a reviſion of my Nuſe. He my? MW 


believe the report of his judges, and muſt con- 
| ?inuz ſo to believe, though he ſhould after 
ward condemn theſe Judges to weep. the 


ſtreets! 


infallible, readily acknowledges, when con- 


The honeſt man does not believe himſelf =_ 


vinced, he has been in an error, and i is neither = 
too unjuſt, nor too proud, to repair the evil 


he has committed by pronouncing a haſty 


ſentence. Let me hope there are judges 


who, hereafter, will draw down my warmeſt 
7 ble 


7 
3 


AB” Fat 
SIAN. x, 


1 


bleſſings, their predeceſſors have werited mx 
heavieſt maledictionss. 


I have alſo ſpoken of General 'Fouquer, 
A perſon had intended. to have printed his 


correſpondence with the great Frederic, but 


deſiſted from the undertaking, becauſe I had - 


not ſpoken of him with proper reſpect. 


Should this perſon, when he ſhall publiſh 


ſuch correſpondence, wiſh to write an eulo- 
gium on his hero, I can ſupply him with a 
few anecdotes, which will greatly tend to 


WW illuſtrate his true character. 


I was myſelf acquainted with nine e worthy ; 


4 whom he had ruined, and obliged o 
deſert, by his tyrannical conduct. 


- am well informed of his cruelties toward 


the townſpeople of Glatz, whom he cauſed 5 
to be mutilated and hung. The whole coun- 
ty was a witneſs of his barbarity ; and although 8 


| ; ; EX he was loyal to his ſovereign, he ſtill was 4 


i 


I bg tyrant whenever he had the power. With 
reſpect to myſelf, he treated me, while his 
priſoner, in the meaneſt manner. 


His conduct toward the Auſtrian priſoners, 


as relat ed to me by eye-witneſs, would, were 
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when my children ſhall fay— 
ou have long enough enjoyed the Trenck 
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it made public, do his memory but little 
honour. The defenceleſs dead, however, 
| ſhall by me be no more named. I deſpiſed 
him living; and men, who act ſo baſely, me- 
rit contempt alſo in the grave. 


Many of the ill deeds of my deceaſed ene- 


mies I have mentioned, becauſe they were 
before well known: many of my living ene- 
mies I have ſpared, and theſe, Perbaps, may 


give me thanks. 
To the poſſeſſors of my Sclavonian eſtates | 


I wiſh good appetites at my board. They 
ſtole them not, but inherited them from fa- 
thers who were deſirous of leaving heirs rich 
in land and poor in honour. One of theſe 


ſucceſſors of my couſin was, not long ſince 
confined in the Spielberg. The others are 
not happy. It is poſſible a time may come, 
% Begone; 


4 eſtates; it is now our turn''— ——Happily 1 


55 never yet beſought an alms at my own door. 


The honourable burghers of Dantzic, who 


gave me up, and ſuffered me to be plundered 
arc dead; Perhaps their ſucceſſors may make 


repara- 


s C8 7 
reparation, as far as ĩs in their power. Wein- 
garten, and Abramſon, are dead alſo. I pity 
the hangman, who, by ſome unaccountable 
chance, was robbed of his perquiſites, for 
Weing: rten died a natural death. 
Jaſchinſky is living. ＋ forbore to viſit 


him when at Konigſberg, for I would not 3 


remind him, in his old age, of what muſt hang 
gloomy over his memory, He. has my for- 
giveneſs. I cannot refrain, however, here 
relating how ſevere are the puniſhments of a 
bad conſcience. : When I arrived at Konig- 
= ſberg; he loſt his underſtanding, and becaine 
5 lunatic. The whole town was witneßs of this 
| ſtrange event, Y have, alſo, fully diſcovered _ 
he was, as I ſuppoſed, the forger of the letter, 
- which, in the year 1746, was the cauſe of 
my ruin. His motive was intereſt: be was 
indebted to me three hundred ducats. A 
part of my rich equipage the preſent 25 | 
I neral Baron Pcladowſky bought of Jaſchinſky 
himſelf; and he further received a ſum grant- 
ed him by the king, that was deducted from 
my confiſcated eſtates. He 1 18 Riill inſane. 0 
»6 Ne Now | 


0 60 
Now 1 am 8 it is but j 1 
ſhould intreat forgiveneſs of ſome few in- 
viſible perſons, whom I cannot but have of- 


fended; and firſt, the ſeraphic Father, St. 
Francis. Pardon, holy fir, for having ren- 


dered thy whole order contemptible. Who- 


ever, like me, has beheld theſe odoriferous, 
though not ſweet- ſcented, Seraphines, at their 
gluttonous tables, their wine barrels, and their 
confeſſional chairs, will, if he be wiſe, paſs 
on the other ſide of the way. Thee, holy 
Francis, I intreat to take them to thy own 
abodes; rob this unworthy world of ſuch 5 
godly crew; and ſuffer that, fifty years hence, : 
their names only be remembered. Thou 
beſt canſt inform us, how well pleaſed the 
Father of the world muſt be daily to hear 
ſuch multitudes of herculean faints employ 
- themſelves, and importune his ear, with the 
eternal repetition of Ave Maria ! Ave Ma- 
ria! Ave Maria! 5 
. What thou wilt ſay to that arch enemy of 
man, Satan, when he, and his infernal adju- 
tants Niall come, laden with the ſins of thy 
7 5 Sera- 


(1 9 
Seraphines, and, inſulting, lay them at the 
foot ſtool of divine juſtice, I know not. 
Neither can I ſay, when the heavenly hoſt 
have, per contra, gathered together the good 
works of all thy tribe, what balance ſhall re- 
main for the ſupererogation magazine, eſtab-= 


| liſhed at Rome. | 


I ba juſtice, and virtue, bring good 
to man, then have I occaſioned much diſ- 
quiet to thoſe vaſſal fiends that are ſtationed 
by the mighty Lucifer, as centinels, to watch = 
00 patrol the earth, for the general weal of 
his empire. My wricings have incited the 


reader to act like a good Chriſtian, and an 5 


5 honeſt man; the doctrines of monks are 
more friendly to their cauſe, and give theſe 
induſtrious devils much leſs trouble. . 
Moſt aumbly, therefore, do! ſolicit pardon 

from the horned Beelzebub, the grim Mam 
mon, and the terrific Belial, confeſſing their | 

potencies: I never was a catholic Chriſtian, 


: ſuch as they admire. 


a From 


From my guardian angel ] intreat forgive- 
neſs for all the frouble J have given him; and 
it certainly has not been a little to guard a 
Trenck from daſhing his foot againſt a ſtone, 
or his head againſt the axe of the holy inqui- Y 
ſition. He has well fulfilled his duty, and 
deſerves eternal reft, never more to | under- 


5 go a taſk ſo ardous. 


7 I doubt, indeed, he has been guilty of one 
grof overſight. He certainly permitted 


Satan to inſpire me with the defire of taking 


vp the pen, nay, afterwards, ſuffered him to 
guide my hand. Wherefore did he not, like © 
Luther, take up the ink-ſtand, and throw M f 

at his head! ? I chen ſhould not have written 
fo raſhly againſt gamblers, monks, and deſ- 

5 pots. It may be, indeed, he endured a pre- 
ſent evil, to ſecure a future good. Satan 


may have been out-witted. 


of _ NC i 1 awe and 


reverence I ſpeak, I implore forgiveneſs, if, 


when under affliction too ſevere tor man to 5 
5 . ee 


(63) 


tupport, I have doubted erroneouſly concern- 
ing the ſyſlems of men, which repreſent the 
great Firſt Cauſe as a human creature, ſub- 
ject to the worlt and weakeſt of human paſ- 
ſions; ſubject to anger, malice, revenge, am- 
bition, vanity! Let me hope that, if I did 
not poſſeſs ſufficient underſtanding to diſco- 
ver truth, that will not be imputed to me as 
a fault. Thou, ſurely, wilt not condemn me, 
becauſe J am unable to believe thou ever 
madeſt a creature that was e to 
eternal deſtruction. | 
Of wicked men I have aſked mercy, for 
having written ſo much againſt the evil of 
their ways. To thee, God of benevolence, 
1 intercede for grace, for that T have not 
written more. The faculties of man are only 


divinely employed, when employed. in the 
3 eauſe of virtue“. 


cox- | 


| + The Baron further adds a juſtification of himſelf, 
ES againſt 'M. Archenholtz, a German critic, who had 
taxed him with miſrepreſentation concerning England. 
He affirms the affair to have happened as he ſtated in 
(the ſecond volume, makes many ſevere remarks on the 
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( 64 } 
CONC LU SION. 


J have at this moment occaſion to add, 
now when this volume is completed, that 
J was received with eſteem and honour 
in my country, ſuperior to all that « can be 


Anat ad their 3 and five u dle be went 
to the cuſtom-houſe to pay the importation du'y on 
his Hungarian wine, the officer preſented him the 
Goſpel to kiſs, and ſwear that it was all for his own 
drinking ; and, when he refuſed taking an oath ſo ri- 
diculous, the officer called a porter, defired the Baron 
: to give him a ſhilling, and the potter kiſſed the book - 


in his ſtead. He adds this was in compliance with an 


act, which at that time prohibited the importation of 
French wines, except for individual conſumption ; and 
| ſatiricall y remarks that in Rome, one man is hired to | 
pray, in London, to ſwear falſely, for another. 
The Baron alſo acknowledges himſelf obliged to 
| the learned geographer Buſching, who has correRed 
his error of dates, promiſes to profit by the remarks 
of his critic in a future edition; pleads haſte, errors of 
the preſs, and a lapfe of years; and adds, as an addi- 
tional hiſtorical fact, that Beſtuchef and his lady, were 
in oppoſite intereſts, and both were in the receipt of 
bribes from different courts. „ - 


imagined, 


(65) 


imag: ned, by thoſe Who have not themſelves 
been witneſſes of this reception. Content 


and happy, I journey back to Auſtria, The 


good king has done me juſtice, and heaped 
favours on me; I have received my confiſ- 
| cated eſtates, and am in hourly expectation 

ol the rents of which I have been forty years 


deprived. 


More I fought not; poſts of N can- 
not there accept. Nobody ſhall accuſe mne 


in my old age of being ſelfiſh, or living de- 


| tcimental to that ſtate of which I have now 
been ſix and thirty years a ſubje it, although 

it has moſt ſhamefully maltreated me, and 

continues ſtill to repay me with ingratitude, 

I have behind me a gracious monarch, Who 
knows my heart; I leave the beſt of reputa- 
tions, innocence undoubted, and am convinc- 

ed the Pruſſians love me, and will be the 


: friends of my children. 


The object of my journey Is accompliſhed; EO 
3 1 can now, in the decline of life, enjoy ho- 
nour and eaſe, and, as a good man ſhould, 


— 


; can meet death with a ſmile, 
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Baron Frederic Trenck. 


| CONTAINING THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENTS. 
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me. 


i B O L DI v, ind without dead of that 
danger which ever threatens offenſive truths, 
the former volumes of my hiſtory were made : 

public. What would have had the appear- — 

ance of romance in my life I paſſed over; 
and the unbroken narrative of forty- eight 
pyears ſufferings would have filled a far greater 
number of pages, had I been animated wy 
__  oftentation, or literary pride. 
"T2 fatisfy the curioſity of every company 

. an inſupportable taſk, In paſſing from 
one to another, contradictions, gaps, and 

falſe embelliſnments crept into my ſtory. 

This determined me to write my own hiſtory; 
which has met with ſuch approbation through- 

out Europe, that tranſlations of it into nine 
different languages have been tranſmitted ro 


Afuredly 
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1 

Afredly I ſhall be pitied, when I declare, 
a bookſcllers and pirates alone have been 
enriched by it: I have had the honour, they 
the profit, For this reaſon 1 hope they who 
wiſh to read this laſt, and unqueſtionably 5 

moſt important volume, will be ſo good as 

to apply for it either directly to me at Ham- 
vo burg, to Mr. Schniebes, the printer, at Al- 
tona, or to Mr. C. W. Myer, bookſeller, at at 
Berlin. Malignant people have falſified the 
Contents of the former volumes, and mutila- 
ted my work, in order to render me ob- 
noxious to blame, and evil repute. | 


1 1 original « of this volume at leaſt, to avoid i im- 

| poſition. Such is the nature of its contents, 

| that in many places its publication will not 
be permitted, and on me it cannot fail to 

bdring perſecution. In countries where that 

. caſe, it behoves people to apply direct- 

Ip to me, to receive copies with fafety by the 
means 1 ſhall adopt; as bookſellers generally 
ſet a ſhameful price on prohibited books. 


in this volume; but * is written with 
freedom. 


Hence I requeſt the public to buy the oy 


Falſchoods moſt aſſuredly will not be found 3 


Lk 
bY FS 
bt 
Gn 0s 


freedom. Why ſhould whole nations never 


\ Oh, 


be permitted to know, what monarchs, or 
private individuals, wiſh to conceal from 


them? An honeſt man ſhould write the bio- 
graphy of deceaſed potentates without reſerve, 
for the inſtruction of the living. I have de- 
picted the emperor Joſeph as he actually was. 
Whilſt under his government Brabant rebel- 


led, Hungary prepared to revolt, and general 


diſcontent prevailed throughout almoſt all 
the provinces of his dominions : whilſt the 
commencement of the reign of the truly no- 
bleminded Leopold, and his art in ſerti ting 
| bounds to the univerſal commotion, are cer- 


tainly inimitable, and muſt enterniſe his 


fame, as he preſerved Auſtria from infallible 
diſmemberment: poſterity ſnall learn the 
truth from at leaſt one impartial hiſtorian, 
and 1 receive the proper key to events ſo im- 


1 portant. Such was my purpoſe, when I took ; 
; up the pen to write this yolume. 


From theſe the preſent emperor, Francis, 


. the worthy ſon of Leopold, and pupil of Jo- 
1 ſeph, I will take example; chooling the 


Sood for imitation, and uſing the bad as a 


warning. 
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warning. He knows me well: he knows 


why J write in juſtification of mylelf; and of 
his truly great father. He is certainly no 
deſpot, who would ſuppreſs trutt s; that glim- 
mer even amongſt the writing of . pa- 
negyriſts, who can never wholly conceal 
what many men living have beheld, though 
few have followed all their windings and 


traced them to their ſources, and ſtill fewer 


| would venture to make them public, or de- 
cide on them openly. | He is not ignorant of 
my exertions in Hungary to ſerve Leopold; 
he is conſcious how much I contributed 40 
the convention of Reichenbach: he is aware/, 
that his father promiſed me, on the firſt di! 
viſion of the fiſcal eſtates in the Bannat, ſome 
5 indemnification for part of the valuable Hun- 
garian eſtates I had loſt; but that he could | 
never fulfil this promiſe, leſt he ſhould con- 
firm the Hungarian clergy in their ſuſpicion, 


that I had done and written every thing with — 


: his private. conſent and approbation. 


_To him 1s well known alſo the mean re- | 


venge, that was taken of me unprotected, ; in 
Huogaty, i in October 1791; and for which 


1 received | 


130 
J received no fatisfaction, as death bereft me 
of him, from whom J had every thing to 
expect. His penetration, his noble princely | 
1 i ſentiments, his humane mind, will, on read- 
ing this book, find a balm for my wounds, 
and give little credit to them, who, by taking 
It to pieces, will extract poiſon, reputing 
what appears to my diſadvantage, and art- 
fully concealing the good, and that conca- 
renation of cauſes which produced to me 
1 effects ſo 1 injurious. 
5 Princes like Francis, poſſeſſed of the 80. 
nngs of humanity, and inclined to beneficence, 
require only to have the means of doing good 
indicated: probably, therefore, my children 
will obtain what I have ſought under threc 
monarchs to no purpoſe, namely, the favour 
of a judge who will inquire into my oppreſ- 
ions, inveſtigate my rights, and make a re- 
pen like an honeſt man. If this be done, * 
have not laboured, I have not ſuffered in 
vain. But ſhould my enemies prove Me 
rious, it was my duty, as a father, to juſtify 
myſelf to the impartial public; boldly to 
face every danger that chreatens myſelf 
vol. = Ko. alone; 


( 7 ) 
alone; and, at length, erte with cares and 
honeft labours, to ſeek beyond the confines of 
the grave a righteous god; leaving to poſ- 
terity an example how ought to act and 
write a worthy member of ſociety, who, lke 
me, has waded through the mire of this 
world, and learnt to know men and monarchs 2 

amidſt the ſtorms of fate. 6 
With philoſophic coolneſs and indifference 

I now await the term of my. troublous life, 
ſteeled againſt every poſſible event; and 
in the laſt ſcenes of my tragedy will I ſuſtain, 

_ unchanged, that character which I aſſumed i in 
the firſt. If I be hiſſed in Vienna, elſewhere 
Jam clapped. True critics only know the 


T actor's worth: the approbation of merry- 


andrews, ſlaves, drudges of the church, 
court- flatterers, or imbecile reviewers, have I 
never ſought. = 
Three years ago x concluded the third vo- 
1 of | my hiſtory with my departure from 
Berlin for Vienna: and little thought I then, 
that a furth would follow, as the re mainder | 
of my wintery days I had deſtined to domeſtic 
peace. But fate has not inſerted my name 
Ee 1 
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in the page of reſt: it has enrolled me in the 
number of knights errant, doomed inceſſant- 


T8 9 


ly to wander throughout the earth, without 


ever taſting the cup of fortune. When age 
has now ſilvered my locks I am expoſed to 
events in this tumultuous world, in which! 
: could take a willing part, were I in the ardour 
of youth, or the vigour of manhood; and 
my reaſon is obliged to exert all its powers, 
to reſtrain me from reſolves, to which my 


reſtleſs activity would gladly impel me, 


whilſt I have a fair opportunity, to ſhew the 
gods of the earth, what an honeſt man groſly 

| injured, what an ill-treated victim of juridical 
courts, what one whom unfeelingneſs and 

Perſevering barbarity have rendered an avo w- 

ed enemy to all arbitrary power, is capable 

of undertaking, i is capable of carrying into 

execution. . 


This fourth volume, therefore, will be 91 


n moſt remarkable and inſtructive of my hiſ- 5 
tory, do honour to my moderation, ſoften 
the revengeful, gratify the curious, and de- 
monſtrate, that I have ſacrificed my fortune, 
my parental duties, and my deareſt inclina- 


20S - = tions, 


„ 
tions, rather than fully theſe locks grown 


grey in probity, or expoſe the honour of my 
character to ſuſpicion, on occaſions where 
there was a poſſibility of my being reproach- 8 
ed with fickleneſs or forced uniformity. 
The preceding volumes prove beyond 


contradiction, that I have been moſt ſhame- 


1 wg the victim of a monarch's deſpotic pow- 
9985 But who would ſuppoſe 1 it poſſible, that, | 
HR a Leopold, an arbitrary 
| ſentence of a miniſter or a judge could be 
1 5 executed upon a man, who had ſerved 1 
ſtate three and forty years like me? Yet this 
has been done, and I have lately extricated 
_ myſelf with honour, and Pg: ſhamed 
my enemies. = 
Did ever defencelef ſubjet obtain FS ö 
more glorious victories over the powerful 
5 hierarchy, and over the ſovereign of three 
hundred thouſand ſhedders of human blood, | 
r : 
3 By the grave of F tals,” at "patios. I 
ſtood crowned with laurels, and the inexorable 
autocrate lay at my feet in the duſt. I have 


5 bcheld the period when an oppreſſed, people 
| 5 _ 


Ip m7 | 
dared to ſhake off the yoke with heroic bra- 
very, and make their tyrants tremble: I might 
have Partaken 1 in the en deed; but, I 
refrained. 5 = 


Before Ki door of my priſon i in \ Magdeburg 3 


1 have ſeen graſs growing and the juſtice of 
William canterced | it into a temple to my : 
honour, . 
In Paris 1 beheld the Baſtille, the 4 1 ” 
virtue and freedom, taken and de ſtroyed; and 
the bloody head of its once omnipotent go- 
vernor Delaunay borne ou: on the Point of 


A ſpit. 285 


Members of the courts of juſtice of Vienna : 
have 1 ſeen with the beſom of the houſe ot 
correction in their hands, counting their beads = 
+00 obtain abſolution for the villainies they 
practiſed againſt me. 
I ſaw the moſt unlimited monarch 3 in Eu- 
5 0 rope deſerted by all his courtiers, ſupplicating 
the national cockade in the town-houſe of 
5 Paris. Law princes pale with fear, and the 
5 favourites of a court trembling take flight, 
whilſt firm and true patriots ſpurned deſpotic 
er. I ſaw the great partiſan of unlimit- 
3 13 pf 
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ed authority, the emperor Joſeph, depart 


this life as mean as poſlible, after having diſ- 
gracefully repealed all the commands he had 
iſſued to his Hungarian ſubjects. e 
What delight for an inquiring mind, that 
85 perceives things as they are, and could aſſiſt 
in ſpreading the flame i it had contributed to 
illome, which had wonderfully purified the 
air from the fighs of ſlavery and the miſts of 
prejudice I Golden times! to your heroes 
Vill poſterity erect altars of gratitude: and 
happy do 1 deem myſelf in ſeeing this epoch 
arrived, and being able, from juſt data, to pre- 
dict its ſucceſsful termination ; if they, who 
have now the felicity of the people in their 
: hands, do but remain honeſt Un 
: men, | 
© Never, as I DAY + Ml ſaid, "6d I think: 
| this fourth volume poſſible. | Mere accident 
drew me from my village, and brought me 
lately on the great theatre of the world, 
where I found myſelf exhibited with applauſe, : 
and had opportunity to act the moſt ; import- 
ant pr, that 1 could wi "Nu to : | 
form. 


| True 


A 
True relations, capable of diffuſing light, 
ftiſmall, fill this volume. The bats may ſhriek, 
but ſcreech-owls will ſtill brood quietly. 1 
have inſpected with an eager thirſt of know- 
ledge, examined with deliberation, and recit- 
ed faithfully, without the leaſt fear of giving 
diſſatisfaction; though from perſonal circum- 
ſtances I ſhould have diſguiſed or concealed | 
many things, that may expoſe me to freſh. 
f perſecution. But, habituated to conflicts, 
I neither retreat nor tremble where danger 
chreatens, and the duties of a citizen require 
free diſcloſure. To name thoſe, who by | 
8 falſe information occaſioned my laſt miſad- 
venture at Buda, which does little honour to 
the ſupreme military court forits precipitancy 
and deſpotiſm, was a juſtice I owed to my- 
ſelf. With all moderation, as the groſsly 
injured party, I have written to thoſe gentle- 
men, to acknowledge their haſtineſs, and at 
leaſt acquaint the monarch with the truth: | 
but their haughtineſs, which would maintain 
their infallibility, has not allowed chem 1 
vouchſafe me an anſwer. The reports of 
| the public papers had wounded my honour ; 
| roy Ones whence | 


> 

whence it as incumbent on me to open the 
eyes of the world, deceived by falſe rumours, 
and appear before it in my true from. 
PFormerly perſonal offences were decided 
by ſword and piſtol- As a knight I would 
enter the liſts, and expoſe my grey hairs to 
the combat, as cheerfully as in the warmth 
ef youth. But ſince the times are changed, 
and legiſlators have thought proper to ſup- 
. preſs duelling, 1 come capariſoned in proofs : 
and arguments, to make good my cauſe be- 
fore impartial arbiters, and undauntedly 
await judgment, where every one may ven- 
ture to ſpeak. truth and give a juſt deciſion, 
without reſpect to rank or title. If theſe 
alone decide, 1 have relinquiſhed the paltry 
I 2  ticle of major with honour, and Trenck's 28 
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Sl has well pdefenged T renck. 

„ . | 

[| | | Be From rock to rock the chamiis bands 5 
1 1 Nor heeds the chaſm that yawns beneath. 
1 j | © Thehooe thus danger ne*er confounds ; 

1 | | 55 Oer leap'd the gulf, he graſps the wreath, : 
| © 1 5 i The daſtard, ſtill withheld by fears, 


N.0ought can achieve, nouglit can obtain, 
5 Inglorious ſpends his youthful years, 
Vnnotic'd ſulfers age 8 — 4 
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| THE LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 


Lege & pondera prudens | 
I CONCLUDED the third volume of | 
my hiſtory with iny departure from Berlin | 
in Auguſt 1787, after the king had beſtowed 
on me a penſion of twelve hundred dollars +. 
He, who has read the ſtory of my fate, will 
not wonder, that I received this as a balſam 
for my wounds. At that time I ſaid, that my 
| hereditary. eſtate of great Scharlock, which, | 
had been confiſcated,, was reſtored to mes -- 
but this reſtoration: never took place. I was 
too haſty 1 in embracing a hope, that had every. 
appearance of certainty ; and muſt now relate 
the circumſtances that fruſtrated the ood ” 
intentions of the king. — 
In the year 1745, when I eſcaped _ my 
priſon at Glatz, Frederic the Great, incenſed 
againſt me, had permitted my eee 
eſtate to be ſequeftrated: and the governor,, 


v * Original dito. + About 220. 
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general F ouquet, with unheard of cruelty, let 


judgment paſs by default. 


As an honeſt man, I can declare before God 


and the whole world, that, immediately after 
my flight, I vrote to the king, from Bohe- 
mia, and prayed him to examine the juſtice 


of my cauſe, But I received no anſwer. In 


the mean time, whilſt I was wandering about | 
. Poliſh dominions, I was proclaimed i in the 
_ Gazette, if I may believe report, as a deſerter ; * 
and was actually outlawed, and my Property : 
: confiſcated, whilſt I was certain! y ſo circum- 

ſtanced, that no newſpaper of Glatz or Berlin 


could come to my hands. - 
Conſequently the judgment of Fe ouquet, | 


| In the abſence of one of the parties, was with- | 
- _ out diſpute falſe, illegal, and arbitrary, and 

can by no means be cited to my prejudice.” l ; 
Had this judgment been deemed valid by 


the preſent monarch, I could never have ſhewn 


my face in Berlin with honour during his reign, 
far leſs could I have been invited to the king's | 
table, frequented the drawing-room with an 
erect countenance, and publicly have taken 
an airing with the royal family. T beſe cir- 
- cumſtances are ſufficient to annul the ſentence = 


_ paſſed 


„„ 
| paſſed at Glatz; by theſe therefore am I re- 
ſtored to my family rights. 
But as the benevolent monarch referred me 
to his miniſters, to ſee what could be done in 
my behalf, one of them diſcovered, that the 
reſtoration of my confiſcated property would 
| ſtigmatize the memory of Frederic the Great 
Vith an act of public injuſtice. He conceived 
it better, therefore, that the king ſhould gra- 
ciouſly beſtow on me a penſion, and neither 


annual nor confirm the judgment of the court = 


of Glatz. The latter could not be, whilſt the 
hiſtory of my life was publiſhed with licenſe 
| even at Berlin; and the former ſill leſs, as 
a ſtate prudence forbad i Re 5 
What could I do? My leave of abſence | 
: from Vienna was nearly expired; and my - 
friends adviſed me thankfully to accept the 


| penſion, which vindicated my honour, and 


to take a future opportunity of returning to 


Berlin to ſolicit the ceſſation of the decree 


which confiſcated my poſſeſſions, or to be 
indemnified for them by the gift. of ſome 
. equally valuable eſtate. 
Still there is another obſtacle i in the * 
Eight years alter the confiſcation, the king, b 
„ on 


« 340 
- on the petition of my two brothers and four 
dal heirs, beſtowed on them my eſtate, to be 


divided between them. The younger paid 


the elder the value of his part in ready money. 
Of theſe the former has died and left child- 


renz; the latter is ftill childleſs, and in actual 


_ poſſeſſion of the eſtate. I have neither right 
nor deſire to take from him what was given 
him by the ſovereign; and the heirs of our 


deceaſed brother would not be by any means 


more ready to conſent to it. 5 
For redreſs then J ſhould apply to pk . 
Who gave away my eſtate, in direct violation 
of the feudal rights eſtabliſned in the country, 5 
which were thus annihilated wich reſpect to 
my guiltleſs offspring. I am now juſtified, 
and my innocence is publicly acknowledg- 


HH ed; yet have I ſuffered ten years imprifon= 
ment. Frederic gave me at length my free- [4] 


dom; but he gave me not back my eſtate. 
Thus my puniſhment was double. — Now let 
me aſk—who is to indemnify me? He cer- 


” tainly, who generouſly received me again in . 
Berlin as an honeſt but ill- treated man; the 7 


politics of whoſe miniſter adviſed him not to 
„„ Rn EE ne 


( 35 „ 
out of regard to the honour. of Frederic the 
Great, but to indemnify me in ſome other 
way. Has this been done by a penſion of 
twelve hundred dollars ? Certainly no - For 


he not only has my eſtate, which lets for five 


thouſand Pruſſian florins *, never been reſt r- 

| ed to me, but it is alſo for ever r loſt to my 

children. 5 

It was e in » the year 1 Is 
rent, up to the preſent year, 1792, would 

amount to two hundred and thirty thouſand 
Pruſſian florins + principal money, without 


reckoning intereſt. Not a farthing of this 


have I received, and my penſion amounts. 
not to the inte reſt of this ſum. I am now an 
old man, and have little proſpect of enjoying 


even this penſion long: and when I die I ſhall 


not have the conſolation to leave to my heirs 
what my fore-fathers have poſſeſſed in Pruflia 
- for theſe centuries, and tranſmitted to me un- | 
impaired, that I might, in like manner, tranſ= 
mit it to my deſcendants. Let an impartial 
world decide, whether 1 have reaſon to be 5 
; quiet and content. pe 
True it is the preſent king owes me no- 


» About 37 . + About 17,2500, 
things: * 


| (86) 

: thing: by him I was never oppreſſed. But 
he acknowledges the injuſtice done me in tlie 
former reign. The exchequer of Frederic 
took from me my eſtate; the exchequer of 
William ſhould reſtore it to me again. Yet 
this has not been done. The penſion, I own, 
does me honour: but it fetters me in my 
undertakings, and renders me ſuſpected at 
Vienna, as no man can ſerve two maſters. 
This, and no other, is the true ſtate of the A 
caſe. To the king Jam not unthankful. His 
deſire to give me atisfaQtion was good; ang 
dhe feelings of his heart were certainly noble. 
With his own eyes he beheld my ſufferings in 
i Magdeburg, and was aware of the ſource from 
which they undeſervedly flowed. Should 
any honeſt man in Berlin read theſe lines, let 
him ſay to the king, that there is ſtill oppor- 
tunity to indemnify me, or my children; by 
_ ſome other ſeigneurial eſtate. This would 
E  -. - Hot impoveriſh his treaſury; and all who have © | 
tea my hiſtory, who know my zeal for him, 2 
would unite with me in honouring his name. 
A As for the miniſter who with-held his benefi- 

; cent hand, 1 with that he may find for the 

ſervice 


% 


ſervice of his country many men of my 


ſtamp, and know better how to reclaim them, 


: and bring them to his lure. 


I had now nothing more to do in Berlin: 5 


5 Having an opportunity, however, of acting 
as a true German patriot, though during the 
| courſe of three and forty years I had met no 
reward, or favour, or juſtice in Vienna, 1 
made an attempt to bring about an alliance 
between the two courts, for I knew that un- 
less a good underftanding between them were 
(ſecured, no durable peace could be expected, 
55 either for thoſe powers, or for the other Ger- 
man ſtates. Prince Reuſs, the Imperial am- 
5 baſſador, wiſhed it from his heart; and the 
J _ firſt ſteps I took were ſo fortunate, that by | 
means of ſome conferences which I brought 
A about between him and the miniſter count 
= Hertzberg, the preliminaries were drawn up, 
* and actually diſpatched to Vienna; but no 
"8 anſwer was returned. Prudence alone with- 
= holds my pen, otherwiſe could I here diſcloſe — 
tothe world a ſpecies of miniſterial cabal, at ol 
Which every honeſt man muſt ſhudder. 


Homes een orc ene I ſhall diſcover 
the 


428 q 
the truth, when my ſituation will permit me 
o to announce it, that every patriotic Ger- 
man may read, and know it *. Let it ſuffice, 
for the preſent, that pride, or envy, hurt at 
che idea that an untitled individual without 
eredentiuls ſhould effect more than miniſterial: 
wiſdom could cee fruſtrared the hole 
of my ſcheme. 
| I now haſtened to Vi jenna; had an b : 
ae of the emperor; ſpoke to him as on ſuch oc- | 
| . | caſions [ am accultomed. to ſpcak; and what: 
' was the conſequence ?—Nothing for the ſtate: 
| nothing for myſelf. - I folded my arms, and 
S remained at court unnoticed. Joſeph had 
then no doubt but that with his three hundred 
| thouſand invincible war: tors he ſhould find: 
Berlin an eaſy conqueſt. | 1 ſhrugged my 
35 ſhoulders when he told me ſo. At Berlin 
caballing againſt. me ſoon began; for men. 
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ix like me muſt be baniſhed from the confidence =_ 
| L---. kings. My friends oe me word of this, _ 
| and I anſwered. 3 1 
| Mens ſibi bene ankle FLY is ride: TT. 
| | The mind conſcious of reQitude deſpiſes = 
| * e the end of this volume the baron again $3 


ſpeaks of this errcunhance. a little more at large. T IJ. 
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lying report.“ Though ingratitude on all 
hands be my reward, never ſhall I repent a 
noble action. But F ſhall not atrempt the like 
again: in future 1 ſhall remain indifferent to 
doth courts. This is the ſole revenge I ſhal! 
take of little minds, that parade the drawing; 
room proud of ribands and titles, yet muſt 
bluſh with ſhame when their eyes meet 
1 mine. N . 
In vienna 1 now et that bags 
which an honeſt man always obtains over thoſe 


who can ſtoop to baſe actions. I could carry 


my head erect, whilſt the well known hiſtory | 
Ez my Hfe had made many tremble; had 


| filled many with ſhame, and had convinced 
the numerous band of petty tyrants of the law, 


that I wanted neither courage nor opportunity T” 
do ſtrip off the maſk from every enemy to 
virtue, and hold him up to publie ſcorn. As 


 ſkulks the rapacious vulture at ſight of the 


eagle ſoaring over his head, and ſhudders, 
and quits the helpleſs dove, leſt himſelf ſhould 


MW: Pounced ; ſo ſlunk bef re me my Vienna 


foes, after two of their reſpectable colleagues 

were forced to ſweep with Bridewel!-befora 
the treets of that city, in which h they had long 

8 with | 
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with impunity diſgraced the honourable ſeats 


of juſtice, ſteeping in tears the cheeks of in- 
nocent men, who durſt not call by their pro- 
per names villains ſo high in credit. I alone 


had ventured it, and had attacked the neſt of 


hornets without fear. I had depicted them 
openly in my writings; before they had been 
condemned to public puniſhment as a warn- | 
ing to others. Hence they who were con- 
ſcious to themſelves of deſerving a fimilar | 
fate, feared leſt I ſhould find occaſion to make 
their names equally notorious. But my 
temper is not revengeful: when their "ſovereign 
1 1 thinks fit to puniſh them, and to purge 


his court of ſuch vermin, they will be ſuffi- 


ciently known without my intervention. 


In the mean time I have had the ſatisfaction 


ol receiving the thanks of two referendaries. 
AI aſked one mean, ſhameleſs wretch, for- 


what he thanked me? He called me a gene- 


ö 85 rous man, whom he had perſecuted without | 

| knowing, and thanked me for not having 
mentioned his name in my writings.— The 5 
= bother Was baron Waldſtedten. Is it poſſible 5 
þ T to 1 905 ae nen -N a all ſuch, 


. 0 
- who become wealthy by being the pandars : 
of their wives, whilſt their ſhoulders profane 
the ſacred robes of juſtice, be obliged to re- 
linquiſh the latter to men of honour, and 

N proudly parade their golden hinds, with ſplen- 
did equipages, before the eyes. of a juſt pub- 

0 lic, knowing and deſpiſing them as I do. 
Peace at laftI now found; and I was left 
free from attacks. In many countries it is 


well for a man to make himſelf feared, and 


toevince, that there till exiſt perſons capable | 
of boldy waging war with little men in great 
offices. True it is I was ſtyled a reſtleſs 
mortal, and a ſingular being; yet that reſtleſs | 
mortal was every where received with ho- 


ZZ nour; and cheerfully will Iſubmit to be deemed 
ſingular by thoſe who eſtimate a man's worth = 


1 only by the weight of his purſe, or the degree 
of favour i in which he ſtands at court. Oel. 
5 lert my: 


A prince's favour 4oft thou proudly boaſt 5 

Sap, is not merit's value on him loſt? 
Stript of his title, would his praiſe be fame 'P 

Would it not ſtamp diſgrace upon thy name 2 


"If I could be a friend to mankind, and act 
5 according 
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according to the diftates of juſtice, in a place 


at court, to me the diſgrace would, be, not 


to want, but to fill it: he who knows and 
feels his own dignity will be ſought after, and 
need no patron. The mean-ſpirited candidate 
for court favour fawns or worries himſelf 


into notice, deceiving all who truſt him, 


or who are incapable of reading mankind. = 
The patriot ard man of honour remains 
| quiet in his village, and chooſes and as 40 I 8 
- have choſen and acted. - 9 
I now haſtened to Zuerbach, and till No- =_ 
vember 1788 remained at reſt in che boſom 
of my family. At reſt I remained, but not 
in idlenefs; for the father of eight children, = 
who educates them himſelf, and has ſons i in. 
the army, unable to ſupport the character of 
5 officers on their bare Pay, wants not employ- N 
ment; eſpecially if he have to fill up old gaps 
made by agents, attorneys, counſellors, and : 
other gentlemen of the long robe. 
la November I undertock a new journey 
to Berlin, once more to try what could be 
done in my behalf. Here! perceived in the 
: a of A _ year lo SY changes, ſo 
1 
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many cabals conteſting together, and ſo ma- 
ny cauſes militating againſt my undertaking 
any thing, that I deferred my deſign till ſome 
more favourable opportunity. His majeſty, ; 
however, I found diſpoſed to ſerve me; and 
indeed he granted me every thing, that, as 
= affairs were circumſtanced, I thought proper 
to aſk. Even eſteem was not denied me at 
court, or by the miniſtry. 
On leaving Berlin I went to Schildberg 
near Soldin, to my niece von Waldow, took 
my youngeſt ſon, whom I had left the year 
before to proſecute his ſtudies wich her child- 
3 ren, and carried him to Deſſau, where I left 155 
him ta be educated at the Philantrepheia, as it 1 
bs called, | 1 8 
From Deſſau l ſet off for Dreſden. There 
; the prime miniſter, count Marcolini, ſhewed | 
me a mark of diſtinction and a civility rare 
in Saxony, coming to me himſelf to the inn, 
conducting me t court, and preſenting me 
d the electoral family: and I muſt confeſs, 
5 that in gene! al every poſtible honour was paid 
me at Dreſden. The market- place, where 1 
| dwelt, v was conſtantly crouded, and wherever N 
| Oe 7 7 = 
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I weat the people followed me with loud ac- . 


_ clamations. 


On my journey 1 paid my keſpeds to 
Charles of Saxony, duke of Courland, at El- 
ſterwede. _ Here alſo I was graciouſly receiv- 
ed; as I was by the reigning prince of Deſ. 
ſau, whoſe little territory is one of the happi- 


eſt in Europe. 


Hence 1 repaired to Konigſtein, to viſit 
” the worthy old general count Solmes. He 
knew of my coming, and, notwithſtanding 


the rain, came down to the foot of the ſtu- 


pendous rock to meet me. With a hearty 
embrace, he gave me that look which at firſt 
ght eternally rivers two noble minds. Hap- 
py day! that permitted me to enjoy the plea- 


ſure of obtaining the friendſhip of one of the 


nobleſt of ſoldiers, of an old man loved and 
| honoured by all. We ſpent only a ſingle 
day together: that day, however, was well 


filled up with converſation. At parting the 


dears fell from our eyes, and each of us ex- 5 
claimed within himſelf: ah, were we not ſo 
near the grave !—If | it be permitted me to 
Of ſee 


ST 
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Tee him once more in this world, 1 certainly 
will not fail again to viſit Konigſtein. 


T his vaſt rock is not a fortreſs, that an 


enemy muſt ſubdue before he can conquer 
Saxony. It contains but a ſmall garriſon, 


incapable of making a fally; and ſerves only 
to ſecure the records of the country, and pri- 


ſoners of ſtate. Konigſtein is the Baſtille of 
Saxony; in which many a brave man E 
pined out his life in durance. 


When I was there, parts of the rock were 


blown up to form caſemates. In doing this 
| was found a dungeon bored in the ſolid ſtone | 
do the depth of ſixty fathoms. At the bot- 
tom of this dungeon appeared a bedſtead, on 
which a ſkeleton repoſed, and by its ſide the 
remains of a dead dog.——Mournful fight for 
a heart poſſeſſed of the feelings of a man. 
How ſavage the tyrant, that can invent ſuch | 
= tortures for his fellow-creatures, and can lie 
; e down on his pillow, conſcious, that in a hole 
= like this a man is flowly conſuming the lamp 
ol life, feebly ſupported by vain hopes of his 
compaſſion! | Even now the walls of this 


en yp 
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* * 
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priſon confine three perſons 4 not unworthy of 
notice. ; 

One of theſe was private ſine to the 
court of Saxony, and, in the year 1756, be- 


_ trayed the ſecrets of the Dreſden archives to 
che king of Pruſſia. He vas taken in Poland; 2 
and has now been four and thirty years in a | 
dungeon ) he ſtill fes but his eee = 


1s more that of wild beaſt than of a man. 
Another is one colonel Action. He Who 


is acquainted with the ſecret hiſtory of Dreſ- 
den will remember the horrid poiſon ſcheme, 
which was detected, but was thought proper 
to be kept ſeciet. Action was the chief in 


this conſpiracy. He was by birth an Italian; 


poſſeſſed a calabrian heart; was a bold and 
| handſome man; and was the favourite of the 
dowager electreſs.— This is a ſufficient key 
do his hiſtory for thoſe who are defirous of 
knowing what is become of Action, WhO | 
has ſtill many friends | in Dreſden, and enjoys ⁵⁶ 
more liberty than his fellow. priſoners. = 
Where he is, however, he mult die: but he 
is a great villain, and cannot accuſe his i. im- 
priſonment of injuſtice, | 


The 


1 


The third is a fine young Swede. Six 


years ago he was arreſted at Leipſic, at the 
private requeſt of the king of Sweden, and 
brought to Konigſtein 1 in a maſk. When he 
was taken he defended himſelf like a lion, 
* claiming his right to be protected by the 
x | laws of nations. This man is excluded from 
the light of day. No one ſees him; no one 
ſpeaks to him. And on pain of death no 
one muſt know what his name is, who he is, 
or that he is there. From what I could 
learn, he is no criminal; he has had no trial; 
but ſome ſtate or love intrigue at the Swe- 
diſn court has brought on him this fate. Pity 
him, reader! he has no deliverance to hope | 
but death: for the elector has promiſed tae 
5 king of Sweden, that he ſhall never more 

behold the beams of the ſun. He 1 is NOW 
under thirty years of age, and the worthy 
FF governor cannot ſpeak. of him without the 
tear of compaſſion | in his eye: he ſhrugs his - 
| ſhoulders, looks up to heaven, and ſays = 


it 1s the elector's order, and 1 muſt obey, 
| God help him. 


It is not difficalr t to divine what pa oy 10 
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my mind at the thought of ſuch a victim, 
when I could only caſt a diſtant look at the 2 
grave where the unfortunate being ſighs for: 
deliverance. There is then a Baſtille even 3 
in the humane country of Saxony, the ſo- 
vereign of which has a heart e of the iſ 
nobleſt feelings! 1 1 
But patience, unhappy Swede | When I 
_ iy in the Baſtille of Magdeburg, the migh- , 
ty Frederic the Great ſaid---whilſt my name > 3 
is Frederic, Trenck ſhall never ſee day.--- 
Yet. circumſtances ſo fell out, that he him- 
ſelf ſet me free: after which he lived three 
and twenty years, and till bore the name of 
Frederic. Every priſon has an entrance: 
and who can tell but that this Swede may 
find an exit alſo. When the Baſtille was de- 
ſtroyed, a man was liberated, who had daily 
| bedewed its ſtones with his tears for forty | 4 
years, for having written in the thoughtleſs- 3 
neſs of youth a ſatire on a court ſtrumpet, 


madame Pompadour“. It is a | horrible 1 
ching, — 


* This account, we believe, is not : wicly accurate. 


i wee imagine the author refers to Henry Maſeres de 
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thing, that any one may intercede for a cri- 
minal condemned by the laws; ; but for a pri- 
ſoner of ſtate no one muſt ſpeak, no one muſt 
endeavour to migitate his doom. Dreadful 


reflection for every honeſt citizen, who, when 
he hears ſuch a ſtory, cannot help thinking--- 
to day it is thy turn; to-morrow perhaps 
mine, if ſome miniſterial cabal be formed 
againſt me, or my gracious ſovereign be 
perſmnded to an undue ſtretch of authority. 


Happy the people, that know how to op- 
poſe an everlaſting barrier to the exertion of 


arbitrary yours” Here I muſt draw the 


la Tude, an account of whoſe life is publifhed..- He 85 


was detained five and thirty years in priſon on account 
of a youthful imprudence relative to madame Pom- 


padour; but he was releafed ſome. time before. the 


taking of the Baſtille. T. 
Does not the baron allude to our r habeas cor pus . 


act? That, however, has been ſuſpended: but can 


any circumſtances juſtify its ſuſpenſion? Is not the 


precedent, particularly if repeated, big with danger 
es our liberties? danger, with which the trifling be- 

3 nefit to be expected from its ſuſpenſion can by n 0 5 
F means "8 put in competition > * 


(100 3 | 
| eurtain.-—-Pity the goodhearted governor, f b, 


4 ts race of tha n collypined to his 2 


charge.---My blood curdled when departing | 


. call. an eye back. 98 the grave of a living 5 5 


being ; ; and when J recollected, that I too 
was in Konigſtein, I looked forwards with | x 
terror, leaſt the door ſhould be ſhut on me 
likewiſe, With a heavy heart I returned to 4 
' Dreſden; it was full when from afar I looked 


e E back upon the rock; yet 1 rejoiced that 1 = 


was neither priſoner nor keeper —_ 
My deſign was to return immediately to 


Viendes I had already heard, however, at 1 
Berlin, that 1 was almoſt idolized i in Paris: 4 
that every man in France had read my hiſ— 


tory : that all the new faſhions there were 
2 la Trenck: that almoſt every night I was 
exhibited on the Pariſian theatre, to crowded 


houſes, as a martyr of arbitrary power : and 1 
that a frightful figure of me, as large as liſe, 


Was publicly moun for money. All this 


Was confirmed to me by a friend at Dreſden, ” 


who perſuaded me to go to F. rance, to gather 5 1 ; 
: my laurels, This I ſoon reſolved c on, and I E 
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haſtened thither. At Frankfort, through 
which IJ had many times in my life paſſed | 


Z unnoticed, I was now looked on in a very 
| I | different manner, and was received with tri- 
1 7 umph, as my ſufferings had been felt * 
ſince my life had been read. 

5 Feaſts and balls were given me. The | 
| whole town was in motion; and ſo much 


love and eſteem were ſhown me, that I ne- 
ver ſhall. forget the pleaſure I enjoyed there, 
= and cannot rafrain from here offering the 

KK inhabitants my hearty thanks. 
11 now repaired to Straſburg, and in every = 

town upon the road I met the fame honours. | 

7 In Straſburg I ſaw at once, that I was 

\ fallen amongſt a people endued with ſenſi- 

: bility. The concourſe to ſee me was ge- 

; 3 neral. I was overwhelmed with civilities. 

Balls and feaſts were given in honour of me. 

| 3 _ Al the beauties of the town appeared in 
| full luſtre : they ſurrounded me; and every 

1 dancer turned me with his partner. In ſhort, 

3 no man upon earth was ever better welcom- 

ace, more kindly treated, or more courteouſ- } 

1 ly received, in {0 e a to vn. 


. 
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ſung. I can fay with truth, that my forune 


„ 7 
Cc ount Flaxland, the governor, invi ited me 9 
to accompany him to the play. The piece 3 
announced for performance was Baren Trenck ; 
but the police countermanded it, at my 
requeſt, to prevent tumult, as the people 
had already crowded me almoſt to death. 
Wie entered the French Theatre with ſome 
of the firſt ladies of the place. Scarcely had 
I taken my ſeat in the box, when the orcheſ- 
tra welcomed me with drums and trumpets, 5 
and the pit with clapping and ſhouting vive 
le baron Trenck!” long live baron Trenck! 
I was now obliged to come forward, and 5 5 'F 
thank the people. VVV 
| After ſtaying about an hour, we went to 1 
the German theatre; where! e the 3 
fame honours, =_ 
The evening cloſed with, a ball, nd from. 23 
the mouths of the fineſt women, I was grati- 4 
fied with the moſt charming impromptus. =_ 
A ſupper ſongs made in honour of me were 


was indeed enviable; nor could I repent my | 4 
ten years impriſonment at Magdeburg, as it 

in reality led the way to my preſent enjoy- _ 
TR ments. 
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ments. Having remained a week with, theſe 
noble friends, with a heart oppreſſed with 
gratitude, I quitted Straſburg, which I never 


ſhall forget, and where | actually fancied my 


ſelf in the paradiſe of Mohammed, ſo many 
7 divine beauties ſmiling on me with melting 
eyes, and expreſſing with every look that 
bi they wiſhed the renovation of my youth. 


Happy the man, who ſhall feel theſe like 


= me, when age has ſilvered his 1s bh} . 
in this ſplendid city, truly felt, that one ſuck 
a day as I enjoyed there was er worth not 


only a wiſh to live, but even to ſuffer the 


greateſt misfortunes, if by them ſuch a te- 
ward could be obtained. 


Quitting Straſburg with regret, 1 waſted 


on to Paris, Ia Nanci a thouſand people 
had expected me for two days, and the re- 
ceivers of the tolls and the turnpikes had 
taken much money by way of preſents, that 
they might make my arrival known. I 
4 . flipped through, however, in the duſk, when 


nobody expected me. As vanity is not my 


; foible, I can declare, that my preſent jour- 
l in which Iam generally ſought after, 


4 Mes obſerved 


( 104 T « 
obſerved, and importuned, are not pleaſant 
+ EH 
In the middle of F ebruary I arrived at 
Paris; where, at different periods of my life, 5 | 
I had already been five times, wholly unno- = 
ticed. I was adviſed not to make my ap- 
pearance at public places, leſt I ſhould be 
| furrounded and obſtructed from the curioſity 75 
of the people. The whole city had ſeen, EE 
pitied, and admired me at Curtius's; Wo 
had exhibited me as large as life, in my chains, 
together with Frederic the Great, at the PfPa - 
"wo. royal. Two plays had. been written I 
with ths title of Baron Trenck, that for three 
months had been performed almoſt daily. 
One of them v AS particularly calculated to 1 
promote a ſpirit of revolt againſt unlimited AF 
mcnarchial power, as it tended to excite in 
the audience fiift compaſſion, and thence led A 
them tO a deſire of vengeance, It was per- 3 
formed too in ſuch a manner, that it could 1 5 
not fail of aw akenng 1 in the heart thoſe emo- & 
tions, which, at that eritical period, the peo- Y 
ple were wiſhed to feel. 
Thus all Paris was for the moſt part pre- 
ee 
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judiced in my favour; and, vj means of my 
hiſtory and of the ſtage, the name of Trenclk 
was generally known. The wiſh to be actu- 
ally convinced, that this Trenck was ſtill 
. alive, had ever lived, or was not the mere 
== hero of a romance, was ſo prevalent, | when 
I perſonally viſited Paris, hat no one but an 
eceye-witneſs can conceive how eagerly every 
one preſſed to diſcover to me the whole 
feelings of his heart, as it had been affected 
by my fate. And this was not the thirſt of 
novelty alone, which is commonly fatiated i in 
three days: for 1 remained ſix months in 
Paris, and to the moment of my departure = 
experienced the ſame love and eſtecin as at 
my arrival ſeemed carried to exceſs, 


The day after my coming curioſity led me | 


to viſit i incognito the Palais royal, where Mr. 
Curtius was exhibiting me in wax to the 


people. J went up to him, and ſaid: Ar, 1 


law baron Trenck himſelf a few years ago, 


and 1 perceive this figure no more reſembles 
him than it does che great mogul He look - 


ed at me with a mixture of ſurpriſe and con- 
"ow" And alured i me, on bis honoor, that 


( 166 ) 
1 well knew baron Trenck perſonally, and 
that he had modeled the face of his figure 
n the baron himſelf at Frankfort. 
Is faid nothing before the £ompany, but B 
took him aſide into another room, and diſ- —_ 
covered myſelf. — The poor fellow was 
| aſhamed and frightened ; offered in excuſe 
the artifice of people of his profeſſion to gra- 
tify the curioſity of the public; aſſured me, 
that he had gotten a great deal of money by 
me; that he had ſent a ſimilar figure to Lon- 
don with the ſame view; and prayed me to 
| favour him with half an hour's ſitting, that 
he might copy my real face. This requeſt, 
however, for ſufficient reaſons I did not think 1 
fit to grant. The original being now at Pa- 
ris, the figure would no longer anſwer the 
purpoſe of Mr. Curtius in that city; ſo it 
Was conveyed to Madrid, there to n | 
— him money afreſh. 5 
| Scarcely had 1 en three dent in Paris, : 
E kd all the city knew it, and I received vi- 
fits or invitations from all the people of con- 
ſequence in it. Ladies too came, excited by 
n, to ſee me. I had no reſource but 
to 


(397 }. 
to follow the ſtream, and to ſpend the whole 
day till midnight in company. Wherever 1 
| dined, or ſupped, all the friends of the family 
were invited, that they might have a ſight of 
me; and after meals the company crowded 


round me with the ſame, view. Thus in fix 
days Iwas generally known; and for the whole 


| fix months I was actually perſecuted, having N 
engagements on my hands for a month to 
come. Evety dinner was a feaſt, In moſt 
5 houſes the deſert was enriched, in honour of 
me, with alluſions to my impriſonment and 
Z} adventures, with triumphal arches and lau- 
rel crowns. The ladies ſung airs compoſed 
in honour of me, and preſented me with 
laurels. Sometimes the ſcene was ſo afſect- 
„that the whole company ſhed tears, 1 
myſelf wept at the firſt ſenſations of joy and 
gratitude. The concluſion was a. general 
Z embrace, expreſſive not of curioſity gratified,. 
but of the emotions of the heart. 
Thus flowed my days amidſt the tumultu- = 
ous noiſe of the great world, and with ſuch 
marks of honour and friendſhip, as certainly 
no o ſorcigner, like me, ever before received | 
in 


ies 
in France. No martyr to the freaks of ſortune 
ever ſurvived, and enjoyed greater rewards 
than I. To obtain the univerſal love and 
unbounded confidence of a people, and 
the laſting friendſhip of a nation always 
deemed capricious, is a ſingular pheno- 
menon in my caſe, and would render me 
vain, could I entertain ſo ridiculous a paſſion 
as vanity. In all companies the chief place 
Was commonly ceded to me. And as in F rance 
the ladies ſtamp a man's current value; as 
: my natural cheerfulneſs was wonderfully pleaſ- 
ing to thoſe who expected to find in me a ſu- 
perannuated moroſe old fellow, miſanthropiſt 
ſoured by misfortune ; as I ſtill ſhowed myſelf 
2 pleaſant companion, and was not incapable 
of rendering myſelf agreeable to the fair ſex, : 
by thoſe bon mots and ſmart repartees ſo pre- 
: valent | in F rench converſation; my reception 
was the more favourable and more general. 
Count Olivadez, who lived at Paris by the 
name of Count Pilo, was one of the firſt with 
whom 1 dined. This worthy old gentleman 
came himſelf to fetch me, and carried me in | 
a Kind of triumph to his palace, where [ was 


received 3 


e 


r 5284 
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received with drums and trumpets, and with 


vocal and inſtrumental amiulic, compoſed ex- 


10 for him and me. 


The count was a des of Spain, one of 5 


the firſt men in that kingdom, poſſeſſed eſtates 
to the amount of three millions a year, and 
is well known in modern hiſtory. He procur- 
ed from Germany, at great expence, ſeveral 


families, whom he ſettled comfortably in 


Spain, with a view to augment t the induſtry 
and population of that country. Amongſt 
5 theſe, however, ſome were proteſtants. The 
count was wealthy, powerful, and a friend to 
mankind. This was enough for the inquiſi- 


tion. His houſe was ſearched, Voltaire's 


: works were found in his library, he was drag. 

ged before the holy tribunal as a delinquent, 
was condemned and tortured, his property 
was confiſcated, and he lay four years in a 
wretched priſon, treated like the vileſt crimi- 


nal, without the leaſt hope of ever recovering 


Unis liberty. 5 N 


His hiſtory, which he related to me truly, 2 


Jeſerves to be made known to the world. 


In it would be found things that mult excite : 
| horro 


$ -- 


( 9 
horror and deteſtation for the order of St. Do- 
minic, and the lamentable ſtate of Spain: but 
I have not here room for it. I ſhall only fay,. 


that the count found means to eſcape out of 
the execrable talons of the inquiſition. The 


2 king himſelf could not fave him, but he lucki- 


ly fled to Paris with the loſs of a property of 
ſixty millions. Fortunately, fome years be- 


fore his diſaſter, he had placed in the French 
fonds a capital, the intereſt of which brings 
him about eighty thouſand livres a year: thus 
he has enough left, being childleſs, to live in 
Paris as a philoſopher in a ſtate of quiet and 
. reſpectability, under the name of count Pilo. 
When a man who has felt the laſh of mis- 


fortune reads the hiſtory of another equally 
unfortunate, there ariſes in his mind a cer- 
tain ſympathetic deſire to know him per- 


ſonally, reciprocally to compare their fate, 
their evils, their eſeapes, cheir grounds of 
conſolation. This Olivadez felt for me: on 
tis account he ſought me, and heartily ſolem- 
nized the day of our meeting, when we both 
found reaſon highly to value each other, and 


do eſteem ourſelves as raiſed ſomewhat above 
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the common level of mankind. He was 
the innocent victim of the holy inquiſition, 
an infamous tribunal aſſuming the maſk of 
religion; as I was to the ſtate- Inquiſition of a 
| monarch, as unmerciful as a father inquifitor. 
We were both remarkable for having found 
means of rendering impoſſbilities poſſible. 
We have riſen victorious over our powerful 
enemies; ve are free; and, thank God, we 


have loſt nothing but our poſſeſſions, Even 


now bleſs the day that brought me his ac- 
quaintance and his friendſhip ; and wiſh, that 


we both, had the happineſs of ſeeing the de- 


| ſtruction of the Baſtille; and that we could 


alſo have learnt at leaſt, if not contributed 1 5 
= tt the armihilation of every bloody private 


tribunal, whether of church op ſtate. 

Olivadez was my friend in Paris; to his 
8 death I honoured him; and ever ſhall J be 
the determined enemy of all thoſe beaded 


and becowled raſcals, Who could perſecute 


ſuch a worthy citizen. He died laſt year, ä 
but not before he had ſhown me the ſcars of 
thoſe wounds which had been inflicted. on 


him by implements of torture in the dun- 
geons 


* 
geons of the inquiſition. Gracious God! 
| what is a monk, where his power can rage 
uncontrolled! How little knows the world, 

even now, of thoſe unfeeling monſters! and 
how juſt i is my zeal, when I ſeize every oc- 
: caſion to unmaſk them 
I have now to relate another adventure, 
that does honour to the national character. 
dined with the Imperial ambaſſador, count 
Mercy. The company was large. Next 
me ſat a worthy old general, of the corps if 
of engineers, who did not know me, and T 
who converſed with me a conſiderable time. 
Aſter dinner he aſked who I was.  Scarcely | 
had he been told my name, when he ran to | 
me, and embraced me with enthuſiaſm : his 
heart was full, and, overpowered by his feel- 
ings, he ſunk motionleſs in my arms. The 
ſcene was affecting to every byſtander. All 
preſent thought we had been friends in youth, | 
who had accidentally met in our old ape, 1. 
. was aſtoniſhed and delighted. The 
old general came to himſelf, and wept or 
joy, at having obtained in this world the ſight | 
of a man, of whom, from reading his hiſtory, 1 
e II La CCC Rane: i 
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L he had entertained ſo high an idea. He took 
1 me by the hand, and I was obliged to accom- 
pany him home, when he retired to bed, 
and to ſpend with him the whole of the next 
day, to ſatisfy all his inquiries. We are now 
friends, who mutually eſteem each other; and 
let me here aſk my reader, whether he ever 
fluſpected, that a Frenchman was capable of 
ſuch noble feelings for a native of Germany. 
I was now ſtrongly importuned to go to 
the theatre, to ſee myſelf repreſented on the 
ſtage. Deſirous as I was of this, prudence 
forbad me, I was aware, that I ſhould meet 
with the fame reception here as at Straſburg. 
In-the piece that bore my name the Great 
Frederick gathered no laurels; and as I was 
in general ſtrictly obſerved, I would not give 
my enemies an opportunity of charging me 
with exceſs of pride, as it might Jave been 
imagined, that! had gone for che purpoſe of 
receiving public „ 

Twice the manager had given out, that 1 
ſhould be at the theatre on a certain day. 
The concourſe was ſo great, that double 
prices were paid for places in the pit. I did |} 
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not make my appearance, and this had near- 
ly occaſioned a riot. At length, after I had 
been five months in Paris, I ſuffered myſelf 
to be prevailed on by a large company, and 
went with them to the play. The clapping 
was inceſſant. From every quarter reſound- 
ed vive le baron Trenck! © Long live baron 
« Trenck!” At the end of each act, I was 
obliged to come forward, and thank tlie peo- 
ple 5 the reception they gave me. At going. 
out, 1 and my company were ſo crowded, | 
that I could ſcarcely get to my coach; and, 
when it drove off, I was faluted with loud + 


The frſt t. tro months 1 cur not venture 5 
to be ſeen in the Palais royal. At laſt I went 
 thither, and walked up and down unknown 
and unnoticed. Some of my acquaintance : 
met me, accoſted me, and introduced me to 
a very fige woman juſt arrived from Nor- N 
mandy. Scarcely had my name been men- 
tiuned, when the people crowded round 

me from all ſides: I ſlipt into a houſe in - 
time, and went out at 3 door. The 


lady, however, was | almoſt 1 to death. 
8 © 
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It was whiſpered about, that the handſome 
lady was my wife: ſhe was ſurrounded, and 
actually ſuffered much before te could reach 
her carriage, 5 
At length, as e in ie every 
0 day, I was accuſtomed. to ſpend many hours 
that I could ſpare in the Palais royal, where 
the foundations of the whole revolution were 
= then laying. Poſſeſſed of the confidence of 
= the whole nation, it was eaſy for me to learn 
= every thing I wiſhed to know. I particu- 
EF larly frequented the club, or the meeting of 
Dutch and Brabantine patriots. Theſe held 


two months diſpatched confidential deputies 
to Bruſſels and Amſterdam : and as they 


ſecretly fermenting at Paris, and ſpared no 
. money to know exattly what was going on 
at Verſailles, their ſociety afforded me the 
beſt opportunity of gratifying my curiolity. 
Sometimes I ſpent a few days at Verſailles, 
N where I paſſed my time very pleaſantly a. 


their private meetings, debated, and every |] 


were greatly intereſted in the revolution, then a 


_ greateſt intimacy with the real court 


bd party, cough oveationally preferred the ſo- 
| ciety 


e = 
ciety of ſome of the moſt prudent members 

of the States-general, then aſſembled there, 
and was fo happy as to enjoy their friend- 


| ſhip; Thus had I opportunities of diving to | 
the bottom of every thing that was contriving 


by either party: and could almoſt foreſee 
and point out the very day, when the event 
that was preparing in ſecret would burſt out 
into operation. On this account 7 would 


1 willing] y add to the preſeſf volume a circum- 1 
ſtantial detail of the Parifian and Brabantine 


Revolutions, in ſeparate narratives; but they 
weill probably follow in a diftin work, in 


3 which my readers will ſee the naked truth, 


placed in a juſt light, without any partiality. | 
I was preſented. at court by the Imperial 
ambaſſador, count Mercy. On this ocea- 


ſion I muſt ſay ſomething, that will appear 


; laughable to thoſe who are unacquainted 


with the etiquette of the F rench court. The 
king muſt not ſpeak a word to any foreigner, 


who is preſented to him by an ambaſſador, | 


through his miniſter. At the ſame time * 


is next to an impoſſibility to obtain a private 
audience of him. This is probably an old 
5 . 5 miniſterial 


Cm * 


miniſterial artifice, to prevent the king from 
| hearing what he ought to know. Now 


Trenck had been a common topic of con- 
verſation for ſome months; and I had been 


aſſured, that the king, who never in his life 
read a book, had ordered my hiſtory to be 
read to him, had been moved by it in my 
favour, and wiſhed perſonally to ſee me. 


When I was preſented to him, he ſtood ſtill 


for at leaſt two minutes before me, ſurveyed 
me with attention from head to foot, ſmiled 
| graciouſly upon me, went tothedoor, returned 
| again, and came up cloſe to me, ſurveyed — 
me as before, ſmiled again, gave me a token 
1 his favour by a ſlight inclination of us -- 
head, and then went away, after looking back . 


at me when he came to the door. 


Now was I at once ſurrounded as by a A 
— fourth of bees, and all teſtified their joy on 
| ſeeing me at court. I was next preſented to | 
the queen and royal family, and afterwards 
| dined, with all the foreign miniſters, at count 
\ Montmorin” s, whoſe amiable lady gave me 
the firſt place at her ſide, as a mark of par- 
i Ticular diſtinction. As the Imperial and 
: | Pruſſian | 
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Proflian miniſters behaved to me- with great 


familiarity on this occaſion, it added not a 
little to my conſequence with thoſe who had 
read my hiſtory, i in which I had depicted the 


behaviour of 'their reſpective courts to me in 


no favourable colours. This to my credit 


alſo ſealed the truth of my account, and add- 


ed to the eſteem ſhown my perſon. 
One baron Bock had Juſt publiſhed a hiſ. 


tory of my life, i in French, in two ſmall duo- 


decimo volumes, and had fold ſeveral thou- 


ſand copies. This was in reality nothing 
more than a brief abſtract of it. Soon after 
appeared at Paris what was called a new 
tranſlation, in three ſmall volumes, which was 


aſcribed to Mr. Tourneur. The publiſhers | 
of both were very ſucceſsful, but neither had 
| much reſemblance to the original. | 
Theſe having been eagerly purchaſed and 
read, many aſked me if the tranſlations were 
faithful, aud complete. To this I could not 
avoid ſaying no: when J was affailed on all 
hands, to ſet about a tranſlation myſelf, and 
publiſh an edition in my own name. The 
proſpect was good, and every body aſſured 
„ , 
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me, that, I could not fail of ſelling ten x thou- 
ſand copies in France. Thus I undertook an 
herculean taſk, living as I did, the whole day 
and half the night ſpent i in the rumult of the 
great world. It was reſolved on however, 


and within two months 1 was ready with 


three octavo volumes. To ornament this 
edition, I procured ten copperplates to be 

_ engraven by the beſt maſters, and the ex- 
pence of the work amounted in the whole to 
near ſixteen thouſand livres. A conſiderable 
profit no doubt was to be expected, but un- 
fortunately 1 could not get it ready till three 
days before the revolution: and now every 
one was fully occupied in reading the im- 


| menſe number of pamphlets, daily iſſuing 


from the preſs, to excite the people to 


revolt. Delay abated the ardour of that | N 


curioſity which had been raiſed on my ac- 
count, and the great Change in the ſtate 


led men to find more important employ- 


ments for their time, chan chat of en I 


1 
I 


Thus had I two Solid copies on my 
hands, which, at t fitteen livres each, would 


An 
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have brought me ten thouſand crowns. In 
this way Fortune ſhewed me her malice 
in the metropolis of France; but, compared 
with thoſe turns which I had beenaccuſtomed 
to receive from her, this was a mere trifle. 
On my arrival at Paris, I found there 
prince Henry of Pruſſia; who ſhowed me, 

as he had done at Berlin, that he thought me 
not unwotthy his eſteem. 
appeared the deteſtable work of count Mira- 


beau, under the title of Correſpondence fſecret- 
te d' un Voyageur Frangats, in which the Pruſ-— 


ſian monarch, prince Henry, and the whole 


of the Pruflian miniſtry, were abuſed in the 
It is true, it was 
publicly burnt by the common hangman, at 
the command of the parliament; yet, though 
the author, printer and publiſher, all of whom 1 
then reſided at Paris, were avowedly known, a 


moſt ſcandalous manner. 


not the leaſt inquiry after them was made, 


not a ſingle individual was puniſhed, and the 


| book ſtill continued to be fold 1 1n 2 ſhop 
_ Shove obſtruction. 3 


0 


Prince Henry, who was chiefly concerned 
in d ih beheld this: proceeding with the con- 


tempt 


Now on a ſudden 


On 


tempt it deſerved; at the ſame time he ſaw 


clearly, that this ſcandatous book pleaſed the 
miniſtry, and probabiy appeared in Paris on 


his account, as he reſided in that city, and had 
won the heart of every honeſt Frenchman. 


On this occaſion he acted the part of a man of 
-magnanimity, as he really is, and returned 
unexpectedly to Berlin. He had obſerved, 
| however, in moſt companies, ſince the ap- 
pearance of Mirabeau's libel, the imprefion 
ſuch wiitings made on. the different under- 
ſtandings of their various readers. No one 
had more opportun! ty for this than myſelf, 
as every where I was queſtioned confidentially 
| reſpecting the ſubſtance of Mirabeau's work, 
| on the truth of which many appeared firmly 
to rely. I did what was the duty of an ho- 
neſt man, when virtue is calumniated : many 


convinced; others accuſed me of partiality, 


land retained their doubts. Thus may the 
reputation of the worthieſt man be injured by 
_ who will never fail to {ind many rea- 
dy ough to ſwallow the Nan ders he invents. 
Even the court of Berlin itlelf, which ** 
undertook to defend as a volunteer, might, 
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inſtead of the ou I merited object to | 

me: 8 1 
That the calumny of a Mirabeau, whoſe 
bad character and malicious heart were well | 


known, could do no injury to thoſe at whom | 
he might diſcharge its poiſoned darts, and 8 
: therefore required no defence. Every thing WW. 
advanced by him would be diſbelieved; but FW... 
what his opponent admitted would be conſi- L 
dered and true: and Trenck had confirmed C 


many things which the court would willingly | a. 
perhaps have had paſs unnoticed, and ſaid 
many things which it would have wiſhed not 
to have been mentioned. Of theſe my ene- th 
mits accuſed me, and blamed my attempt. 
But they knew not the impreſſion Mirabeau 
had made on a foreign nation, where the af- 
fairs of Berlin were Judged only from hear- 
ſay; and this alone induced me to Rowen 
my anſwer. „ 
As however my pen had already obtained 
the repute of being faithful to the cauſe, 2 
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truth, and incapable of being debaſed to/that b 
of falſehood by the temptation of wealth or 
court favour; as ſelf never in the leaſt enter- 
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0 into my thoughts, or biaſſed my conduct, 
even where my love of truth had made me 
enemies, and expoſed me to perſecution, and 
| Nould probably do ſo ſtill; I repented of 
i nothing I had written. Enough for me that 
my intention was good. I had diſplayed a 
villain in his proper colours, and had defend- 
ed men truly great againſt ſcandal. Since 
we are all but human beings, no honeſt and 
ingenuous man will require of me, that, in 
defending even the beſt of men and of kings, 
[ ſhould make them angels: I am no hired D 
panegyriſt, and the diſgrace of a flatterer 
[ſhall never ſtain my grey hairs. If the pur- 
poſe of writing be judged and rewarded ac- 
cording to the intrinſic value of an ever im- 
partial hiſtorian ; if I be conſidered as an in- 
dependent ſpectat or, poſi efling philoſophy 
and experience of the world enough to con- 
emplate with indifference the greateſt | ingra- 
itude; this certainly I had not to expect for 
; Fwwork, the end of which was honourable, and 
hatWhe effect of which, on the mind of every 
Thinking reader, could not be injurious to 


er" Fhoſe whom, notwithſtanding their failings, WE 
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I find cauſe. to reckon amongſt the greateſt 
men of the preſent day. When, moreover, 
a great miniſter, whom, in the book alluded 7 
to, I have accuſed of a little ſelfiſhneſs, after 
having depicted all his virtues, his deſerts ß 
towards his country, and his perſonal great 4 
: qualities, as they really are, is incenſed againſt .% 
me; I repent not, whilſt I pity the man who 1 
wiſhes to be admired as faultleſs on the the- q 
atre of the world: and wiſh him ſuch er- ö 9 
thuſiaſlic flattering panegyriſts, as he himſelf | F ® 
is ! in all his writings, where he endeavours to ow 
make his great Frederic a demi ged, and 1 
would willingly throw a veil over all his foi- 2 

| Hes. So writes not, ſo acts not Trenck. Þ 
And though that miniſter wrote to one of the © 
literati of the French academy, Mr. Mayeur, Z 
requeſting, that be would make uſe of all Pali 3 + 
Ur means te di [credit my writings in France, ' 4 ö 
and I might on this account accuſe him, as 
my ſuppoſed friend, of miniſterial en 4 ö 
yet my way of chinking and acting, where he * 
voice of the public juſtifies and indemi es 
me, is above it; and my conduct has thewn, b 
that | fear no low revenge from a man, who By 
potts 1 
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| with the people. 
is call me into the field; 


„ 


poſſeſſes mind enough to eſteem him that 
dares ſpeak t the truth to the teeth of the moſt 
4 powerful, and recants nothing chat he has 
once publiſhed to the world. 
always great who {trives with ard» Th to ap- 


Thar man is 


] proach pertecti on: on the contrary, he wag : 


fancies he has already reached 1 ics ſummit is 
little; 
by his dignity and power to injure m- n of 


and ri Aicul. Mus if he tink to fri iohten 


| my ſtamp, whom his beneti:s woull cer: ainy 


never induce to ſtoop to baſe flattery. He 


had in fact injured me, when he undervalued 


to the king the intrinſic worth, the deſign, 8 
the neceſſity, and the effect of my book: + 
But let my work be eftimated by the fitu- | 


ation in which I ſtood. Mirabeay i is a dan- 
gerous man, that knows how to employ ei- 


ther dagger or poiſon. At the time when I 
wrote againſt him in Paris, when I publicly 


" KB declared him a villain, he was actually a de- 


puty to the ſtat-s general, and had great ſway | 
Courage he poſſeſſed not 
but his plot was 


formed, to get me ſeized by a mob, and tied 
oF: to a lantern poſt. This was ea fly prac- 


03 


ticable 
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ticable in the tumults that then prevailed, 
My party however, was too great, and ] ap- 


peared daily without fear in the midſt of the 


throng; but well guarded againſt treachery. 
At Vervailles, 1 in the midſt of the aſſembly, 
1 paſſed under his very noſe with a haughty 


and threatening air. Every body expected a 
5 quarrel; but the contemptible Eon, ſhunned : 


my preſence. 


When my work againſt him was announc- 
ed, as the revolution was juſt breaking out, 
— and he was the favourite of the people, he 


gave my publiſher to underſtand, that his 


houſe ſhould be razed, and he ſhould be 


hanged, if he dared to ſell a ſingle copy. 


The honeſt bookſeller was frightened, and 


declined having any thing to 8 with it. 


What did the covetous 6 get by 
this? He ſecretly pirated my work, and 
"Ma: edition was ſold before my publiſher 


came forward. Thus my profits were loſt, 


and he reaped the fruits of my labour. 1 
Was told, indsed, that he had bribed my 
bookſeller privately to let him have the . 


\ ” thects: a theſe he had reprinted at Lende, and 
at 


** 
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at the ſame time procured a Germag tranſ- 
lation to be publiſhed in the empire; thus 
my edition was ſuperſeded. By theſe means 
he ſought to gratify his revenge, and at che 5 
fame time indulged his ruling paſſion, avarice, 
by filching from me what ſhould have been 
the reward of my labour, my 0 and my 


mc ö 
vexation 
8 1 ; .* 
.. 
9 # W 


His ar rifice did not x flew bow. In his fur- 


Ss tive edition he maliciouſly inſerted many 


words that perverted the ſenſe of the origi - 
nal, and threw blame on thoſe whom I was 


© | defending: thus it was, probably, that the 
Pruſſian miniſter, count Hertzberg, once my 
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great protector, who expected from me no 
F blame, was incenſed and exaſperated. 

Thus is the world deceived; and thus vil- 
lains find opportunities of playing unde rhand 
tricks on worthy men. The ſame has been 


2X done even with the hiſtory of my life, in 


malicious reimpreſſions, where, by the in- 
ſertion or omiſſion of a few words, the ſenſe 
of whole paſſages has been twiſted to my 
prejudice, being altered to bare-faced lies, 
that wounded the repulation I had acquired 
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: of a ſtrict lover of truth, and ſtamped cif 
| credit on my writings. 


So in the year 1772 a a contemptible monk, 


| the arch-preſbyter Tevis of Aix-la- Chapelle, ; 
played me a trick, which, as it deſerves to be I 
noticed, I ſhall relate. | 


I was then publiſhing weekly a periodical 


work under the title of the Friend of Mankind. 
A tranſlation of the Laſt Day | from Young was 


inſerted in it. I had given the ſheets 5 the 
approaching Saturday to the printer, and had 1 


corrected them myſelf, when I was obliged to 
go to Duſſeldorf, The number was printed 1 
off, and iſſued. On the Sunday, fix preachers n 
condemned and reviled my writings from the 2 
pulpit, mentioning me by name; held me out 3 
to the people as an outlawed freethinker and ' 
: arch- heretic; blamed the magiſt rates, that g 
could permit the publication of ſuch works | 
in their juriſdiction; and actually ſlirred up 
the people againſt me, as one who publicly 
denied the immortality of the ſoul. 


Some friends informed me of this affair, 3 


: which aſtoniſhed me greatly, as the poem was 
a litc:al verſion of Voung, who certainly never 


diſputed 


: 3 5 
9 "Bas. 
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* 


| ( 129 ) 
1 | diſputed the ſoul's immortality. 1 haſtened to 
1 Aix, and was ſhewn the ſheets that had been 
given out. Here at once I found the knavery 
in the alteration of a ſingle {yllable, 

The ſecond book, which deſcribes the re- 
ſur 5 of the dead, begins with the lines: S 


© Ch Now man awakes, and from his filent bed, 


= < Where he has ſlept for ages, lifts his head; 
WF « Shakes off the lumber of ten thouſand year „ 


And on the borders of new wor rlds Appears, | 


Wes Guled . 


Antec of new » fouled the printer had put UN _ | 
fled. Now wed man of Es: under ſtand- | 


* We are here. obliged to take a | Cmall liberty with 
Young, in order to render the paſſage intelligible to 
the Engliſh reader. The words new ſouled are not in 
the original; they are a literal tranſlation of the baron's 
neu bejcelt, on which the whole accuſation turned; by 


ſubſtituting in their ſtead unde keit? 66 unſouled. „„ 


lines were rendered 1 in German: 


6 Nun warht der menſch, und de ea; ſcinem 
flillen bette, 


"Wo er jaychundert "Net, fem laypecnd haupt e em 
MY 


Ee ſehuettelts, als 0b er nic! It auſgeſcylafen hatte, 
Und aeritt in never welt auch neu veſeelt herbor. T 


3 ing 


3 or 


* 


— ͤ Mm ⏑—— ads a 4 ͤ„ K 


ſccript. In this ſtood very properly new ſculed. 


13 ed at ſo groſs an error of the preſs: but his 
ſon, the compoſitor, was a raſcal. I fell on YH 
him immediately in a fury, and he endeavoured L 
4 ro exculpate himſelf by termingitanoverſight; 

his uneaſineſs however I ſufficiently remarked. 


induced him by a preſent of four guineas and 
the aſſurance of his protection, to cancel the 


by working at night without the father's know- 
| ledge, and only about twenty of the former 


. were iſſued, which were taken by ſubſcribers 


_ — um — — — * 
= * 
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ing, who took a view of the context, muſt im- 
mediately perceive, that this expreſſion contra- | 
dicted the ſenſe of the whole, and could not 


* * 
* * 
A 
— 
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belong to it. 


Taking witneſſes with i me, I haſtened at f 
once to the printer, and demanded the manu- Mm 


The old man was honeſt, and much ſurpriſ- = 


At this very inſtant came in a ſriend of mine 
who was a ſubſcriber, and always called for his 
copy himſelf. He ſhewed us the words ne- ̃ 
ouled printed rightly. I then attacked the ſon * 
ſeriouſly, and brought him to confeſs, that the 3 
arch-preſbyter Tevis had come to him, and 


ſheets that were more than half printed off, 
and inſert the word un/ouled. This was done 
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% 
who had come for me the day before publi- 5 
cation. 
Can Satan lat piay r more malicious 
tricks than an abandoned prieſt to injure an 
| honeſt man? The affair was now notorious 


XZ throughout Aix: but the people had once 
= been ſtirred up, and with them prieſts are al- 


ways ſure to be in the right. 
From this true and well known ſtory may 


be clearly perceived, how a wicked man may .J 


| blaſt an author's character by falſifying a ſingle | 
word. This has particularly happened to me, 
in thoſe editions of my hiſtory printed in the 
Inperial territories. The treacherous Mira- 


bcau did me the fame ill turn in Paris: my 


anſwer. to his book was not quite finiſhed, 
when I left that City: and when 1 came to 
read it over, I found in it whole paſſages that 
could not poſÞbly have been in my manuſcript, 
as they never, entered into my imagination, 
much leſs could they have flowed from my 
Pen. Printers, compoſitors, and editors have . 
been bribed to attain certain purpoſes : and 
this has actually happened to me. It is even 
poſſble, chat the Perſon employed by me to 


C correlt 


of " 3 
SS - 
Ip * 
1 
ac - 


- 
— — - I — 
- - — 2 SST * — 
1 „„ — 
mug, 


the ſame time to requeſt my reader, if he 
meet with ſuſpicious paſſages, not to forget 


by it he can gratiſy his avarice, his pride as 
an author, or his luſt of revenge. He was 


ſword, when he ſaw me perſonally. With 
his pen he could not defend himſelf, for mine 
had expoſed and defeated him, His only 
weapons therefore were the laſt reſources 


of-a detected villain. On the other hand, 
truth and the public voice were for me. 


_ envy was particularly excited by the preſum 8 
tion, that my work would procure me favour 


falſification of a word or a line occaſionally, 
in his pirated edition, that appeared in Berlin 
much earlier than my own, and perhaps by 
the corruption of my publiſher, he fruſtrated 
all my hopes of advantage, and turned chem 
to my prejudice, 2 


— (12) 
correct the preſs may have been gained. This 
[ have thought proper here to remark, and at 


what I now premiſe for my juttification, Mi- 
rabeau is a man capable of any meaneſs, * 


too much of a poltroon to attack me with is 


An acute judge of mankind, Mirabeau's 80 


and be of advantage to me at Berlin: and by 


They 


1 
They who are acquainted with literary la- | 
hours may eaſily judge of the pains it coſt me 
to write in a foreign language, and aſterwards 
copy with my own hand, four large volumes, 
within the ſpace of five months, whilſt, con- 
formably to the manners of Paris, I was- oblig- 
ed to ſpend the whole day till midnight in the 
buſtle of a numerous ſociety. This I did, 
and at the ſame time obtained the applauſe of 
the nation in a far higher degree than any 
| German who had ventured as an author to 
enter the liſts of French literature. The 5 
voices of the academicians, the learned, and 


ml the French reviews were unanimouſly We. 


me: this was honour enough. | 
| Now to reſume the thread of my narrative. : 
To avoid repetition, I ſhall paſs over all the 
circumſtances of which I availed myſelf to 
promote my purpoſes, or gratify my curio- 
ſity, as every thing relative to the revolution 
appertains to my hiſtory of it, and is there 
| elated. I ſay nothing more of the many 
teſtimonies of friendſhip I received from a 

whole nation, for which I had done nothing. 

Suffice 1 it, Iwas invited to ſpend my laſt days 
in 


. 
in France. I was offered the poſt of Camp 
Marſhal, with a penſion of eight thouſand 
livres“, and I might here have well provid- 
ed for all my children. Such an offer was 
never made me in a country for which! have 
| ſuffered every poſſible affliction, and lived 
and labdoured two and forty years. But my 
ſentiments and cireumſtances allowed me not 
to accept offers ſo highly advantageous.. 
Was ſatisfied to leave with general eſteem a MI 
nation, in which the heirs of my name will # 
find all hearts prejudiced in their favour; "1 
and to bear away the reputation of having f 
ſacrificed all private intereſt to the deſire of 
Wl acting as a man of honour, who lives only 
80 ſhame thoſe that will not know him in his 
| true character. I was ſatisfied that men ſaw _ 4 
| what Trenck could do and effect, when he 
118 thought fit to apply himſelf to any important A 
enterprize. For men that know how to gain 4 
| and preſerve . the love of the people in a 
foreign country are certainly not to be of- 


fended wich! e if wag 5 be : capable of 
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avenging themſelves, and opportunity be 
not wanting. 


That nothing was to be feared from me, 


however, I have ſhewn in the French, Bra- 
bantine, and Hungarian revolutions. | The 
now humbled court- party regret that they 
| liſtened not to my advice, given with ſince- 
rity, and after duly conſidering circumſtances: 
| whilſt their victorious opponents embrace 
me with brotherly love; though to obtain it 
FE HI never treacherouſly betrayed the confidence 
with which I was treated by the friends of 
a the ancient government. This event, dur- 
ing which I was accidentally at Paris, will 
= ever remain a principal epoch i in the hiſtory | 
9 of my life. Virulently as this hiſtory has 
been attacked by greedy printers, and ob- 
ſcure hired- -Writers, their pamphlets have 5 
1 produced little benefit to the publiſhers. A 
E man of honour writes his name in his title 
: Page, and anonymous ſcribblers vaniſh like 
moths that ſhun the light of day. 
publiſhed my defence, and all my nameleſs 
= accuſers are at once and for ever anſwered : 
= if: any one believe himfelf perſonally offended, 


I have 


he 


alone has ſought to vindicate his honour, 
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(1360) 
he knows where I am to be found, and I 
do not ſuffer myſelf to be long inquired 
: after. T 
Count Ghnwintr; late aulit counſellor, 


which he conceived to be injured, by my 
naming him amongſt the Zettos and Krue- 
gels. The good man, however, has for- 
gotten what I faid to him in his chamber, 
when he was at the head of the auliꝭ cõuncil. 
He then expreſſed his ſorrow and repent- [2 
-ance for his deciſion, for which he had been 70 
paid by my opponent; and I generouſly for- 
gave him as a poor ſinner demanding pardon. 
But when in his feeble defence he denies | 
that he was in due form caſhiered, he is a 
liar; for all Vienna, and in particular the | 
Imperial agent Schroeder, have proved, 8 
that, in the cauſe of one Palma, he ſuffered A 
| himſelf to be corrupted. The ſame thing 1 
had happened before, on more occaſions = 
than one, but had been looked over, as one ; 
hand waſhes the other : this time, however, he 
was ſuſpended. The only thing that enabled 
him to hold * his head for a tew years under F 
the 3 


n 

the reign of Thereſa was his ſelling Luther, 
and going over to the only true faith. She 
Aying too ſoon for hiin, his apoſtate fanaticiim 
: ; | was at an end. "FE then went to Hung. ry, 
3 and attempted to take in count Theodore 
1 Bathiany by various projects; ; but his ſcheme 
'W failed, his defign was diſcovered, and the 
count clapped the aulic counſellor into pri- 
ſon. After remaining ſome time in durance, 
i he was ſet at liberty, and returned to Vienna. 
2D Thee he ſpeedily received from the emperor 
1 the conſilium abeundi: in plain Engliſh, it 

vas recommended to him to quit the city as 
4 | faſt as poſlible, as the monarch wiſhed not to 

'F ſtamp diſgrace on the court of juſtice, by 


judges. He had jult entered into a contract 
do ſpirit away a number of German ſubjects, 
0 form a colony in Spain; and for this 
WW crime the worthy aulic counſellor and dealer 
in human fleſh was depo! ed from the ſeat of 
= juſtice, and expelled the country. 
That this was his real fate I here pledge 
my honour ; and his raſhneſs, i in endeavour- 
ing to * himſelf, compels me tO make 


inflicting public puniſhment. on one v8 - 


FFC oi 
it known. As to what he ſays of my hiftory 
in other reſpects, it is perfectly indifferent to 


me, whether he believe it or not: the ap- 


probation of a Gravenitz would not leſs diſ- 


grace me, than his teſtimony juſtify. He who 

| ſeated on the bench of juſtice could ſuffer 
himſelf to be corrupted by à bribe; he who 9 
for love of gain could ſell his countrymen® : 1 


into ſlavery, is no longer to be numbered 
amongſt honeſt men, and deſerves not that I 


ſhould contaminate my pen with his name. 
If there be any one in whom his ſuperficial 'Y 
defence has excited favourable ſentiments, | 


let him write to any agent of the aulic coun- 


cil, and inquire the reaſon why Gravenitz 
was diſmiſſed; his general character will then 
| proclaim what he is. His want of integrity i 

coſt me eighteen thouſand florinsf, of which 
he robbed my children for a bribe of a hun- 5 1 


dred ducats. Much good may it do him !— 


The money I have already forgotten ; and 1 
4 require it not from his colleagues. I only | 


* 1 3 3 being 8 of 3 


W philoſopher ; ? the countryman of a Chriſtian : ? T. 
14 1350. 
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wiſh to meet Mr. von Gravenitz in the 
E courſe of my travels, and that he may de- 
. mand a demonſtration à poſteriori of what I 


1 hare written; he ſhall — meet with his 
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A now ſeen every thing I vided: in 
Paris, and my domeſtic affairs calling me 


| 3 | home, 1 went to the hotel de ville to Mr. de 
CE la Fayette, and Mr, Bailly, the mayor, the 
only perſons who had then power to grant 
1 paſſports; as in the general ferment the 
privileges of foreign ambaſſadors were nei- 


ther regarded nor allowed. The paſſport of 


= the Imperial miniſter in particular could not 
2X avail me, as he had fled from Paris himſelf 


"© for his own ſecurity. | Both the leaders of 


© the armed citizens were my friends, and 
9 both urgently | intreated me to defer my 
4 journey, as no one could anſwer for my not 
- 2 | being troubled and detained fifty times on the 
9 road, by the armed citizens and peaſants; * 
ac this period the ariſtocrats and the chiefs of 
the vanquiſhed party were endeavouring ſe- 
eretly to eſcape out of the kingdom. I con- 
= tinued firm in my requeſt, however; and 


oy. 


WK 


{ 140 00 
they went into the office to diſpatch me. 
They foon brought me out my paſſport 
with great politeneſs; and Fayette ſaid, he 
earneſtly requeſted me, that I would go with- 
out any weapon, as no traveller yet, without 
exception, durſt carry any arms. Looking 


at him ſternly, and with a countenance de- | 1 


cidedly expreſſive of a ſenſe of inſult, 1 an- 
ſwered— 1 


General, os am an olticer 1 in the ſervice of i 


* foreign power, and whoever demands the ; : by 
ſword of Trenck ſhall die by its point. --- 'Y 
Do not be in a paſſion, my dear friend, re- 1 
plied he. But what if a thouſand come in a 2 
body, and demand it ?---Then the firſt. that 
comes within my reach dies; and fo ſhall all, 


that cannot overpower me. They looked at 


me with amazement; took back my pall- F 
port; left me for a few minutes ; and then 
brought me another, | in which arms were 


. not protiibitea me.. "As a particular mark of 


_ eſteem, the number of my ſervants or fel- 3 
lowꝛ- travellers too was left undetermined; ſo * 
that 1 could eaſily have afliſted any of the 9 
court! party to "Rope" out of the country. — 


( | tk; 


hut this I did not, as I would in nowiſe of- 


fend thoſe who had loaded me with friendſhip. 


I now took my leave: every one embraced 


me heartily, but all doubted my arriving 
quietly at the frontiers, where every ſpecies 
of licentiouſneſs was tolerated, and the 
aimed peaſants ſwarmed on every fide. 


Six weeks before I had demanded a paſſ- 


port, and had taken leave of the whole city, 
to depart on the 10th of June. But this 


was merely an artifice. I knew beforchand | 
nearly the time whe n the revolution Would 
break out: ſo, that 1 might not be under A 


i neceſſity 0 embracing one pa rty or the 
other, left Paris, and returned privately; 


remaining incognito at the houſe of Mr. 


Bochmer, jeweller to the court, the perſon 


who ſold the celebrated necklace to the car- 
dinal Rohan. From this circumſtance had I 
an opportunity of diſcovering the true hiſ- | 


_ tory of that adventure, in which madam la 


Motte acted the principal part, and of which 


4 ſhall publiſh a particular account. 


In this houſe I beheld in private every ſtep 
of the revolution, withour riſque of being 


forced of 


Enn 


forced to avow my party. But when the de- 
ciſive blow was ſtruck I appeared publicly 


amongſt the people, and was received as be- 


fore with open arms. Many of the unfer- 


tunate too had I opportunities of ſerving. 
With the more ſatisfaction did I depart for 


having witneſſed this grand ſcene, In which 
the de ſpotic king of the French found by | 
experience, that a nation without a king i 1s 
| till a nation; but that a king without a peo- 
ple i is indeed an Inge being. Yet of 
an offended people, urged to actual inſurrec- — 
tion, he only who then belield 1evenge, rege, 4 4 
or deſpair, depicted on every countenance 1 
throughout the valt and Poliſhed city of 
Paris, can form an adequate judement.-- 1 
And, OO my God! E -how lictle, how dejected, 
: how heartle ſs, how diſquieted appeared then 
the favourites of a court, the proud inſenſible 
nobles, the heroes of the parade and anti- 
chamber, the jack- puddings and favour- 
mongers of the palace, whilſt they ſought 
compaſſion, pity, and protection from the 
leaſt of the people, roaming about with hal- 
ters in their hands, ready to tie up to the firſt 
„%%% lantern- 
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lantern- poſt every miniſter and every blood- 
ſucker of the nation, Surely ſuch events 
muſt ſerve as warnings to thoſe who endea- 


vour to lead hoodwinked kings by the noſe, 
and for their private ends would perſuade 
them, that the wealth of the public is their 
property, that they are above all laws, and 
that they may ſport uncontrolled with the 


” Bm natural rights of man. 


From my foul I pray, that this event may, 


by being prope erly employed, Ws PITS. 
to all France. 


That nation prone to noble ſartmeints . 


ſerves not to be whipped and ſcourged to 
the duties of a ſubject. And with this wiſn 


left I Paris, regretting the neceſſity of my 5. | 


= parture, as I would gladly have lived and 
779 died within 1 its walls. 


At the barrier I was ſtopped by a e 
of armed citizens, and my paſſport was 


demanded. But, on obſerving my face, one 
MS them exchimed: This is our Rad. 


Trenck: go on in God's name, and take 
our beſt wiſhes with you; you need no Paſſ- 


bort in France! ! 


Thus 
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Thus was it with me throughout the 
Wherever I mentioned my name, 
no paſſport was required: and even W 8 
villages the armed peaſants recogniſed me.--- 

=: I paſſed through Metz when the people were 


raging in ſull fury, and burning the barriers. 


My equipage was German and ſuſpicious ; 
while every paſſenger was ſtrictly obſerved. 
But as ſoon as they ſaw my paſſport, with my 
name, they let me go on x ſecurely th rough | 
the collected crowd. 8 

About a mile from Vere un 1 l! in with 4 
regiment of huffars, commanded by colonel. 
count Peſtalozzi, on their return from the 
plain of Sablons. 


The officers knew me, 
and made room for 1 me in the midft of them; 


I was proceeding with the regiment, when I 
was met by a coach full of ladies. 
when they arrived! in Paris, related, chat they 
| had fallen! in wich me on the road, 
ſoner, attended by a party of huſſars. 
account was not improbable, and greatly 
alarmed my friends. 


Theſe, 


The 


In V erdun 3 was fur: 
rounded by all the officers. 


heard of my arrival and invited me to din- 
| : ner. 


as a pri- 


1 he biſnop 
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mer. This! invitation I thought proper to de- 
cline, as I was travelling in haſte: but nd 


excuſe was admitted; I was forced to make 


my appearance, and found the worthieſt 
pe relate that I had ever met with in my life. 
The company was lar ge: I was treated as if 
5 ] | F belonged to the nation: and this day Was 
"WF certainly one of the pleaſanteſt I ever ſpent. 


Marſhal Broglio had fled hither, and remained 


ZE incognito in the epiſcopal palace with his old 
I | | friend. But the people g got intelligence of 1 it. 
ſent a depuration to their beloved paſtor, to 
| inform him, that his caſtle ſhould be pulled 
1 ; down, if he afforded protection to the traitor 


Broglio. By the aſſiſtance of one of my 


ZW fiicads, however, he was fafely conducted 
away, and fled to Luxemburg; though Pro-. | 
ZE bably he knew not to whom de was in: gebted 


for this important ſervice. Overwhelmed 5 


* with teſtimonies of friendſhip 1 proceeded to 
1 Deux Ponts, where J had promiſed the duke 

© 2 viſit. There I ſtaid four days, and received 
every poſſible honour, 


I was now on German ground, and had laid 
aſide my F rench national cockade. The only 
vol. n:. „ diſadvantage 


chat ſhews the malice of my fate. A lady | 


(enn 
diſadvantage I received from the revolution 


was, that through my friends I had obtained the L 


aſſurance of having my two eldeſt daughters 'J 
© handſomely provided for in ſome convent, | 1 
but with the downfall of the court party this | [ 
5 proſpeRt was rendered fruitleſs, 4 
Another circumſtance I muſt here remark, | 


"of Normandy, who had an only daughter | 3 
| fifteen years old, and poſſeſſed a paternal | | 1 
eſtate of eighty thouſand livres“ a year, was | 8 
ſo much taken with me, that ſhe offered me 
this daughter for my eldeſt ſon, and gave me 
her word for the eee e 1 wrote to | 


ny for him to e on any fuck 1 | 
? ſep; as he was ſatisfied with his ſituation i in 8 
Auſtria, was beloved in his regiment, and 2 
would remain a zealous and faithful ſervant 4 


L 


of the emperor. „ 4 : 
Then made the propoſal to | my. ſecond | 
„ 'Y 
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4 ſon, who was in the Pruſſian ſervice. He | 
* told me — That all his aim was to be a good b 
1 Pruſſian officer; and that this was ſo much 
53 '® | to his inclination, he wi ed no n for- 
. Thus 3 1865 the ben of be 
Ue ſighs, when his children with blood boil- 
ing high, imagine happineſs reſides in the 
| livery of a ſoldier, and ſees them with grief 
4 let ſlip opportunities never again to be expect- 
ed. Thus unfortunate was I in France, 
1 where the hopes of promoting the welfare 
ne of my children were fo fruſtrated. Vet if 
all my daughters had been with me, I am 
certain they woula have been provided for, 
as from the enthuſiaſm I inſpired, few French- 
men would not have thought themſelves ho- 

s noured in becoming my ſtepſons. Beſides 

f bey were not deficient in beauty, figure, 
or r perſonal qualifications for making a huſ—- 
band happy: and their minds were formed 
Eby myſelf. Unluckily they were not with 
me: and che golden ee is gone 
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1 bad ; in France another i important advan- 2 
tage for the eſtabliſhment of my children. I 
In Ruſſia my mother had taken for her ſe- 

| cond huſband a count Loſtange. Now as 
the very reſpectable family of Loſtange MY 
allied to the firſt houſes in France, with thoſe | 
of Rochefoucault and Rocheaimont, all which 
Called me dear uncle, and dear couſin, an ho- 
nour ſeldom obtained by a German; nothing } 3 
104 E would have been eaſier than by their means 1 
1 = to have obtained huſbands for my daughters, WU 
' ll who have nothing 1 in Auftria, where I have 3 
no relations, and where ſtupid national pride 3 
requires letters patent, that money without 4 "2 
Wl ſhadow of merit c an readily purchaſe at A 
„ „„ 2 Jon. Hence the duty of a father is : 2 
| heavy burden to my grey hairs; for 1 cannot 1 
— hit. quiet in my village, when my children are 1 
| grown Up, and are to be introduced 1 1nto the i 
world. Againſt my will 1 muſt accompany Þ 
them, and relinquiſh now my ſtrong inclina- 
tion for the tranquil ſimplicity of rural life. 4 
On this account principal do] travel through 
the world, ſeeking opportunities to be of ad- 4 
vantage to them. 2» 
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| On my return to Vienna, at che end of 
7 Auguſt, every one's curioſity was on the 


"= Fork. to hear my account of the French 


4 revolution. But I avoided. all company: 


7 ; and, as the emperor lay very i ill, he learnt 


from me, thro'the grand equerry, prince Diet- 


richſtein, what he wiſhed to know, and what 


probably without me he could not have 
known. To that gentleman alone I entruſt- 
ed all my ſecrets, without reſerve. I reſſ ſpect i 
him, as I know his character; and, as he faw 
34 the emperor daily, and is accuſtomed to 
© ſpeak from his heart, I am aſſured that he 


8 did not diſguiſe the truth. 


I availed myſelf of this opportunity chiefly | 


- to inform him of the Brabantine revolution, 


as in Paris I had been enabled to inveſtigate 

the whole tranſaction. * demonſtrated to. 
him, that Brabant was loſt without reſource. 
To this the emperor paid no attention, think- 5 


ing the whole affuir a trifle of no importance. 


When I faw this, I retired. to my country i 


” K ſeat, and ſent him an account of every thing 


in wiiting. —] diſcloſed. to him the only ex- 
bedient, and employed on this occaſion the 


H 3 Oe  follow- | 
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following g ſtrong expreſſion If your majeſty 
does not loſe Brabant within three months, I 
will forfeit my head from my ſhoulders. 
But, alas! no anſwer followed. Upon his 
| death-bed he was aſked whether he had re- 


_ ceived and read my paper. His anſwer was: 


yes: Trenck was in the right, but 1 could 


not believe it, and it is too late.— I remain, 


in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, an honeſt 
man —and what is my reward! ? Nothing. 


I is true the monarch would willingly have 


known from me every particular, for the 
pourpoſe of ſatisfying his vengeance: but * 
was not his ſpy; and Trenck will never, to 
ingratiate himſelf with a crowned head, be- 


Ul! tray friends who deem him worthy of their 
UI; confidence: knaves only, incited by avarice, 


are capable of ſuch actions. In Brabant I 
had many friends: baron von der Hagen, 
governor of Bruſſels after the revolution, was 
my wife's nephew; and I am well aſſured, 

that the true Brabantine pattiots, who are 
not the tools of prieſts, approve my conduct 


with reſpect to the revolution, and will re- 3 


main the friends of my chüldten. 
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Now am I a citizen of the world, leaving 


1 : behind me friends in every nation, and in_ 
dat deſcription I may certainly include the 


honeſt people of Hungary, - Three years 


E | ago I was in Peſt, where diſcontent and mur- 


muring reigned, not without cauſe, and the 
national pride of the Huogarians was wed, : 
almoſt to deſperation. 

Let my friends, who then Aten tic 
hearts to me without reſerve, who laid before 


1 me all their ſecrets, reflect on the advice 1 
1 ZE gave them. Was I not a true prophet? _ 
when I faid; children! forbear—the time is 
not yet come —reſiſtance will be your ruin. 


Be patient, and wait a favourable opportunity. 


Within twice twelvemonths all the attempts 


of your enemies muſt and will come to 


nought, and Joſeph will retract every thing 


that he now ſo raſhly ordains. 
T his ſatisfaction, too, have I lived to re- 


ceive, that he fulfilled my prophecy juſt in 
time on his death bed. What has been ef- 
fected in France with ſo much bloodſhed, 
Hungary has obtained without ſacrificing the 


life of a ſingle citizen. Avail yourſelves of 
2 . the 


1 

the opportunity, and take heed, that no ec- 
_ clefiaitical fetters be forged to replace the 
civil ones ſhaken off. 


| Principiis obfta, fer medicina paratur, 
G. * Prevention is better than remedy. * 


tt opportunity offer, think on the ird 


poſſeſſors of the eſtates of Trenck in Sclavo- 

nia, which I loft in the moſt ſhameful man- 

ner, contrary ta all the fundamental laws of 
 Huogary, whilſt the preſident of your exche- | 
quer, with deſpotic power, rendered many 


families poor to enrich himſelf and his friends; 
and receive my children and heirs as lawful | 
denizens of the kingdom of Hungary, whoſe 


father, notwithſtanding all the in; 'vſtice he 


has experienced, will ſtill carry an honeſt 


Hungarian heart to his grave, that woull have 
bled freely for your liberties, but now rejoices 
over the revival of your happineſs. Think, 
too, on the merits of that Trenck, late com- 
mander of the pandours, who did honour to 
bis country, And preſerve in your archives 
and libraries my writings, particularly my - 
1 F rue Account of the French Revolution, | 
e 
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the Prieſt unmaſked, the Balance between 
the civil and eccleſiaſtical Powers, and the 


Macedonian Hero. 


A revolution in Auſtria, too, Hived 1 to "5 
a 1881 in Vienna when Joſeph, ſtruggling witn 
death, beheld all his purpoſes fruſtrated, and 


lad time to retract the greater part of them, 


before the flame burſt out. He died; yet for 
me he had done nothing, he had made me 
no reparation. Thereſa, at the send of her 
days, was probably inclined to do much we” 
me: ſo aſſuredly was the emperor. . | But, 
alas! they both breathed their laſt in- the 
arms of monks; and where monks find ad- 
miſſion I and my rights have nothing to hope. 
 Important,. however, were theſe two years, 


that paſſed ſince I concluded the third volume 


of my hiſtory at Berlin. They were in fact 
two years of triumph, in which I received in 


5 foreign lands thoſe laurels, that IL had deſerv- | 


ed in Auſtria, yet there alone did not find. 
A new reign perhaps. may bring new days, 
in which I may gather the fruit of my tolls, 


* hus at leaſt I thought at the time: but. the E 


event proved otherwiſe. Now therefore, I 
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23 hat not ſtand ſelf-condemned, if I reſolve to 
ſeek a haven where my pen can with free- 


dom diſcloſe, what ir has hitherto conceal- 
ed, and vindicate the honours of 80 e 


when Tam ne more. 


The reform-decreee wy the emperor 
| Joſeph had forcibly wreſted from every land- 


holder in Auſtria a third part of his property, : 


and the defpotic proceeding of the officers 
of the directorial courts diſguſted me with 
rural economics, in a country where no agri- 
cultural improvements could be expected 


1 
from bailiffs, who from huſbandmen were 


obliged to become lawyers; as on this head, | 


not "the former, they were examined at the 


iets. Such people, however, are not to be 


| had but with double expence, without the 
leaſt advantage i in regard to the Principal ob- 5 
I Ject. A more melancholy ſituation cannot 


. well be conceived for a landed man in this _ 


country, who ſees all his expectations fruſ- | 


|. trated; and from the new regulations his 


peaſants will work no more, ſince they can- 


3 not be compelled to work. At the fame 


Lime, the * number of recruits raiſed for ” 


T7 
the army deprives the country of its uſeful 
hands, fo that agriculture muſt be neglected: 


. ſcarcity of workmen doubles expences: 


and the taxes are rapidly augmenting. Thus 
with grief I beheld the remains of my poſ- 
ſeſſions, ſnatched with difficulty from the 


gripe of covetouſneſs, daily diminiſning: 


and, as property has here no ſecurity, I muſt 
now, grown grey with age, leave a country 


where I could not labour with ſatisfaction, 9 
facrifice my quiet to the du: y of a father, and 
ſeek another port, which 1 had deſcried long 43 


ago, when my aims were more humble. 4 
Forty- three years have I laboured and ſuf. = 
ſered in the Auſtrian dominions, neglecting 
or refuſing every opportunity of cbtaining 
wealth or honours, that my memory might 
never be branded with the reproach of mu- 
tability: and I am rewarded with ingratitude. 


Long ago indeed I ought to have been ſen- 


ſible, that I was acting unwiſely when I let 


| flip an occaſion, on which I might have left 


with honour a country, where prieſtly ven- 


geance found its full range to keep men of 
Lu r out of the feld of action. But 


8 6 Es. 


WD! 

thoſe years are fled; and repentance comes 
too late, Suffice it that 1 have ated my part 
With repute, and general approbation: and if it 
be not applauded at Vienna, Rome, or Ma- 
drid, in every other country of Europe my 
reception has been enviable. My love of 


„ e indeed, and the freedom of my pen, 


are not calculated to pleaſe every one: yer 
they have injured myſelf alone, and I repent 
them not. 5 
Sod grant, that my en ſtormy and h 
unquiet courſe may at length peaceably come 
to an end. Lived 1 for myſelf alone, I had 
long ago been at reſt, and would have littlere- 
garded the third confiſcation of my property: 
but the duty of a parent has hitherto deterred 
me from this reſolution, though the face ſu- 
rowed with age ought to do nothing that can 
render it ridiculous. We are now at a cri- 
tical period. Within theſe two years I have 
witneſſed events, which I ardently deſired 
twenty years ago, when I was ſufficiently 
young, when J enjoyed ſufficient ſtrength, to 
have taken an active part in them. Still, 
Pepys, I can be uſeful in this ſcene as a 
ſpec- 


„ 
ſpectator, though feeble, or drop my curtain 
with applauſe, or quit with approbation the 
theatre of politics. Certainly i it is more be- 
coming for one of my years to look on, and 
applaud others, than to be hiſſed off the ſtage. 
My hiſtory will be read, when I ſhall be no 
more. Whether its veracity be diſputed or 
not, a hundred years hence, when every eye 
witneſs of it is dead, is a matter of indifference 


to me, ſince I have had the ſatisfaction to ob- 


tain and enjoy, in the higheſt poſſible degree, | 
the confidence and approbation of mp con- : 


temporaries. 


I have now to relate an occurrence, that 
confirms the unwearied perſecution of my 
fate. I had received ſome money in Paris 
for my writings; and as no one durſt take 


more than five and twenty guineas in ready 
money with him, whilſt all the ariſtocrats 


were endeavouring to eſcape out of the coun- 1 5 
try, and the people were every where up in 


arms, I gave my caſh to the banker Pinet, 5 


my intimate friend, and took from him a bill 


on Vienna. 


On our panting he wept bin, ccred = 


4 

my hand, and ſaid; — we ſhall never fee each 
other again, my friend. I aſſured him, that 
I ſhould ſoon return again, as it was my in- 
tention to ſpend the remainder of my days 


in France. With a forrowful countenance 


he repeated, —I ſhall never ſee you again. 
My purpoſe was to go ftraight to Vienna, 
thete fiſt to pay all my debts, to ſet my af 
fairs in order, and then to proceed to Zwer- 
bach to my eſtate; no more to mix in the 
affairs of the world, but to ſuffer my —_ 0 
89 out gently in the midſt of my family. 
When [I arrived at the poſt-houſe at Kem- 
melbach, which was but two hours journey 
from Zwerbach, I there found my wife and 
two eldeſt daughters, who were come to an 
auction. What an unfortunate meeting for 
me -I could not poſſibly avoid going home 


with them. A ſecret inclination to go on to 


Vienna rendered me uneaſy; . 1 ſad with 
them five days. 
On my arrival at Vienna I MOEN the 


=, bill of exchange for eight hundred and fixty - 
pounds. With what aſtoniſhment was 1 


ſtruck, when the perſon to whom I preſented 


(: is } 

it ſaid ,—you come too late, for yeſterday we 

received news, that Pinet has failed for fifty 
millions of livres, and has ſhot himſelf 
through the head! hs 

Accuſtomed to the ftrokes of misfortune, 

5 and enharde ned againſt them, I wonder at 
my own calmneſs, that I could ſtill patient- 


ly await what might be yet to come, without 


exclaiming againſt Providence, who had ſent 
my wife to Kemmelbach juſt at the moment 
to divert me from my purpoſe of proceeding 


35 with ſpeed to Vienna. It is true that I was 4 


diſquieted in my mind the whole five days 
I ſpent at Zwerbach, without knowing why. 


Perhaps my good genius was preſſed by 


Pinet's reſtleſs ſpirit to give me warning: but 


ethereal beings poſſeſs not the Organs of 


ſpeech, I was unable to divine its meaning. 
A preſentiment of approaching misfortune is 
a viſion, the operation of which on my mind 
I never could explain. Three days earlier I 
ſhould have received my money at Vienna: 


but theſe ſlipped by, I loſt all, and muſt form 


new plans, engage in new undertakings, to 
ſupply my neceſlities, Surely, a veſſel of 5 
3 wrath, 


6 0 } 

wrath, have I been appointed from all eternity” 
to unceaſing labour and agitation. Rich and 
happy ſhall I never be on this earth, 

- == TAE preceding uncommon incident I have 
related merely to ſhow, that good fortune 
does not always depend on ourſelves &; and 
that the hiſtory of my life is a ſchool for 
thoſe, who feel no reaſon to reproach them 
ſelves with having been the cauſes that they” 

are ſtrangers to eaſe and quiet. 


It is only incomprehenſible to me, flow 


Pinet, who had a ſincere regard for me, and 
5 gave me, when 1 in Paris, g great and convincing 
proofs of his friendſhip and confidence, ſhould 2 
take my money, when he knew. himſelf 
about to fail for fifty millions, and ſhot him- 
ſelf the ſixth day after my departure. To 
me his conduct is inexplicable. Still I muſt 


* Perhaps it ſhows the very reverſe, and teaches us, 
that we make our fortune good or bad. Had not ” 
Trenck ſuffered himſelf to be diverted from his pur- : 

poſe, for the ſake of gratifying the inclination of the 

moment, his money would not have been loſt. It is a 
grand leſſon, that every thing is to be attained by pre- 
ſervance, and the ſteady purſuit of our obſect. T. 


N 
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find new expedients to provide for any 
family, and keep myſelf at — far from the 
deſired port. 
The emperor Joſeph was not a man for 
me: Ine ver ſought his favour; I wiſhed not 


1 ſerve him even in the moſt honourable 


poſts. His biographers durſt not write the 
truth: and my pen might be ſuſpected of 
_ partiality, were I to make it known, It 
Was enough for me, that he was an undoubt- 
cd enemy to literature, held all men of letters 
in contempt, and had made a vow never to 
read a printed book as long as he lived. _ 


A deſpot certainly he was in the higheſt 


poſſible degree: conſequently my Maced9- 

nian Hero, and my free ſtyle of writing 
5 pleaſed him not. He permitted the liberty 
of the preſs, only becauſe he ſaw his people 
= ſunk too deep in the mire of the groſſeſt ig 


norance, to fear the ſpread of enlightened = 


| ſentiments, 


Had his education been different, he might 5 
have been a greater potentate, but he never 


would have been a great man. Profound- 


neſs was in no reſpect one of his qualities: - 
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thus ſuperficially he appeared to poſſeſs 


knowledge, but he never had capacity for 
| going to the bottom of any thing. Vanity | 
was his foible: his temper was cruel and 
implacable: his countenance, expreſſive of 
ſcorn, indicated a maſter who fancied every 
one his inferior. He wiſhed to be thought 
juſt, without being ſo. Of his paſſions he. 
had not the command: and neither nature 
nor art had formed him for the part of a 
| hero, at which he aimed. Naturally ſuſpi- 
cious, he could not but be ſevere and unfeel- 
ing to a nation actually ſunk to the loweſt 
degree of baſeneſs and depravity. Honour. 
patriotiſm, ſocial duty, magnanimity, virtue, 
honeſty, are not known even by name in Vi- 
enna. Neither at home nor at ſchool, nei - 
ther from their parents nor maſters, do youth 
5 learn or hear any principles eapable of form- 
ing worthy men or good citizens. In every 
: convent, in every place of pilgrimage, in 
every _ indulgencies are to be had 1 in -3 


abundance. 
He who. is ; ouilty of a crime, even the 


| Yer Judge who ſuffers himſelf to be ks aa 


9 Y 
ed and paſſes an iniquitous ſentence, has no- 
thing to do but diſpatch a poor fellow with a 


ſum of money to the ſhrine of St. Mary, to. 
pray for him, and bring him back a full par- 


don. Good deeds are ſet off againſt bad; 


the latter are indorſed to ſome other, like 


bills of exchange; maſſes are paid for with 


ſiolen money, and he who has lived fifty 


pears a villain receives on his death · bed ab- 
ſolution from a prieſt in the twinkling of an 
eye. Theſe are truly the religious principles 


of Auſtria, Contractors, officers of the trea= 


ſury, commiſſaries, agents, and almoſt all i 


Who have opportunities of enriching them 


ſelves with the public money, plunder without 
bluſhing, without fear of puniſhment. The 


goodneſs and exceffive indulgence of There=- 


fa encouraged thofe who were openly known | 
for robbers of the public. Joſeph endea- . 


voured to put an end to ſuch practices by diſ- 


playing the rod, but his attempt was a jeſt, 


where almoſt all are knaves by rule. The 


chain in all the courts of juſtice is too well 


linked: and where 9 monarch, who wants 


acute diſcernment of charaQer, muſt chooſe 1 


| from. 


„ 


from the many; where one protects another; 
where knaves have the law | in their hands; 


where an honeſt man, if ſuch an one ſhould 


by chance be found, 1s condemned as a viſion- 
ary by preſidents, expelled from the council 
as a reſtleſs diſturber, and forced to languiſh- 
in inaction; new laws, with long and patient 


preſervance, are requiſite to form a new na- 
tional character. 


Thus Joſeph was incapable of :Qing any | 


I grand reform; for in a country ſo deeply 


ſunk in depraviiy, injunctions, frourges, and 


e executioners are of no avail. The whole na- 
tional character muſt be changed and new 
moulded. All eccleſiaſties ſhould be exclud- 
ed from ſyſtems of education; for they teach, 

according to the precepts of the Romiſn 

church, which cheriſh vice and ignorance, as 
the wiſe have little reliance on prieſts, and 
the virtuous have no need of abſolution. Good 
teachers are at preſent wanting in the Auſtrian 
dominions: conſequently it is impracticable 
to form good ſeminaries. For this at leaſt 
two generations are requiſite; and few mo— 
_parchs enjoy. the long lite of a F redeten 0 
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Fee them ſpring 05 grow, and bloſſom, to 
produce men qualified to fill with advantage 
every department of the politcal ſyſtem. To 
the conduct of ſuch an enterprize Joſeph was 
all together unfitted. He was for acompliſh- | 
ing every thing by force. He ſifted nothing 
thoroughly, he knew not the true ſource of : 
the evil, and made laws and ordinances be- _ 
fore he had removed the obſtacles to their 
execution, or could aſcertain the practicability 
of his deſigns. What was the conſequence. 
'An immenſe number of explanations, as his 
| decrees were obfcure and equivocal; little 
ſteadineſs in enforcing them; and at length 
indifference to the nonobſervance of them, or 
perhaps their repeal, followed by new or- 
dinances, that experienced the ſame fate as 
the former. Ee 1 525 
Never was the moſt ſtupid prince more - 
contemned, leſs valued, leſs beloved, or leſs 
obeyed, than Joſeph. Wiſe we mult certain- 
ly allow him to have been in his way: but 
he was ſoon wearied of his undertakings, de- 
terred, chagrined, and diſſatisfied; whilſt his 
5 miniſters and counſellors followed the old 
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xout, and no perſon of abilities aſſiſted him, 
as he was reſolved to know and conduct every 


A thing by himſelf. So circumſtanced he was 


actually an enemy to mankind, and, had he 


lived longer, he would gradually have become 
the moſt unfeeling of tyrants. 


His daily intercourſe was with people who 


knew {till leſs than himſelf. Of the ſciences | 


that belong to the art of government he had 


never made himſelf maſter, Occafionally he 
_ endeavoured to emancipate himſelf from groſs 
prejudicies: but they ſoon ſubdued his uncul- 


tivated mind; and they whom he choſe for 


- his adviſers ſpeedily gained an aſcendancy 
cover his confuſed ideas, availed themſelves 
of his weakneſs, and, being enemies to man- 
kind or ambitious of power, ſteered him by 


their own compaſs, and left him in the whirl- 


pool of perplexity, ſtriving in vain to reach 
the ſhore. The more reſiſtance he found, the 
more he ſteeled his heart againſt noble and 
exalted ſentiments. His. choſen aſſiſtants 
muſt be deſpots, tyrants, men devoid of feel- 
ing. Theſe flattered his natural propenſion ” 
to obduracy, fortified his heart againſt every 


1 | | 85 ſoft 


„ 

ſoft emotion, alone capable of rendering 
princes happy by inclining them to do good, 
and tyranniſed over the people in his name. 


| His pride would not admit of contradiction. 


Flatterers and deceivers preſſed round the 
throne, and obſcured the truth. As all theſe 


termed his obſtinacy firmneſs, and exalted 

his arbitrarineſs to the ſkies, as the ſole mean 
by which he would become the greateſt of all 
| princes, and obſcure the glory of the great 


Frederic, in acquiring ſuperior fame; he ſoon 


deſired to appear infallible, and to impart this 
infallibility to all his officers, civil and mili- 
| tary, from the general to the corporal, and 


from the judge to the cryer of the court. 


Nothing could offend him more than to 
acquaint him, that a judge had ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be corrupted. This I found by my 
ovn experience. When I denounced to him 


the famous counſellor of the imperial cham- 


ber, von Zetto, as a knave, he ſaid to me: 
A judge cannot, muſt not be in the wrong; 
1 otherwiſe the whole bench would ceaſe to be” 

_ revered, and become impotent. He who of. 


fends a court of juſtice is guilty of an offence. 
_ againſt m _ Lot 
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( 16 ) 
Thoft by this affair thirteen thouſand florins *, 
and was obliged to hold my peace; whilſt ; 
Zetto was appointed to adminiſter my proper- 
ty, and moſt unmercifully fleeced me for 
twelve years, till at length, in conſequence of - 
freſh crimes, he was forced to ſweep the 
ſtrcets of Vienna, and died in the hovle of--- 
correction. . 7 N 
Io render the world thorovghly acquaint - 
ed with the conduct of a Vienna court of 
Juſtice, I cannot do better than depict the 
Judicium militare mixſum of that place in its 
true colours; which will cer tainly make eve 23 
honeſt man ſhudder, and pity thoſe who have 
to ſeck redreſs from ſuch Juoges. This I ſhall = 
do farther on. 
Circumſtanced as 1 were, Tab 15 
could not introduce any alteration. A fe- 
of the judges and counſellors indeed he ſet 
in the pillory : bur this only ſerved to draw 
© the links of the chain cloſer together, and he 
was ſo much the more deceived ; more than F 
2 7 cf his predeceſſors, Who ſuffered them- : 
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1 ſelves to be guided by their ſpiritual directors. 
1 Materials from which to make a ſelection he 
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( 160 ) 
could not find, and he wanted penetration to 
diſtinguiſh the villain wearing the maſk of 
hypocriſy from the man of honour without 
diſguiſe: thus he treated all with ſuſpicion, 
was reſtleſs and fearful in conducting the im- 
provements he planned, and every ching was 
james together in chaotic confuſion. 
Ne thought to remedy | the evil by an im- 
5 menſe number of new laws, ordinances, and 
reſcripts : but, as they were illdigeſted, am- 
biguous, or impracticable, none of his in- 
5 junctions, were fulfilled or carried into ex- 
eccution. Thus the old proverb—a Vienna 
law holds but three days---was confirmed, | 
and every thing remained] ; in the old way: nay 


the perplexity was (till greater; Knaves and 


intriguers had free ſcope, and deſpotiſm rag- 
ed uncontrolled at court; in the army, and | in 
te tribunals of juſtice. e | 
Writings multiplied to ſuch a degree, that 
it was difficult to ſupply the demand of paper | 


for the lawyers; and their proceedings ſerved, 
like the ſhades of a magic lantern, to amuſe, 3 
5 without anſwering any purpoſe. I myſelf re- 
: ceived reſpecting my lordſhip 1 in one year a 

wa TT © hundred Bt 
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6470 
hundred and thirteen ordinances and printed 
reſcripts from the regency and directory of the 
cirele, of which not ten were applicable, or 
capable of being carried into execution. What 
a young counſellor dreamt in the night, or 
ſome projector, vagabond, or blockhead buz= | 
zed in his car, was introduced in the morning 
to the council, and afforded matter for ſome : 
new decree. 
It is well known, chat the ſcats of juſtice at 
So Vienna are filled with two ſorts of men. The 
- firſt conſiſts of young, wealthy cavaliers, that 
poſt through the lower ranks, quickly to be- 
come preſidents. At council theſe entertain 
themſelves chiefly with ſtories of their amours, 
adventures of public places of amuſement, = 
their horſes, or their pranks at court. Their 
. knowledge and ſcience are in general confined - 
to the keys of the bedchamber; and for the 
moſt part they poſſeſs neither capacity nor in- 
clination to ſerve the ſtate. Their judicial 
functions, and the rights of the people, wr: 
which they, were placed on the venerable ſeats 
of juſtice, they leave to the referendaries, or: 
5 the learned, as they are called. 
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rte latter are partly blockheads, barely 3 ac- 
quainted with the letter of the law; partly 
wily pettifoggers, verſed in chicane. It is 
now generally known that men of this ſort muſt 
live by preſents and by their tricks. The more 
capable an advocate is of diſguiſing the truth, 
and blinding the eyes of the judges, the more 
clients he gains. He, who undertakes to de- 
fend none but juſt cauſes, will certainly ac- 
quire neither wealth nor fame at the bar. The 
cheat, the extortioner, the impoſtor will pay 5 
trebly from money not his own, and is con- 
ſequently ſure of his cauſe; whilſt the honeſt 
man ſeeks no favour, and is neither willing 
nor able to fee lawyers or judges. 


One of theſe advocates no ſooner gains an DE 


ee cauſe for ſome cavalier, or miniſter 


| and preſident, than through his patronage he 


te ps into the ſeat of a counſelor or teferenda- 
E ry. Well then for them whoſe advocate is an 
old friend and ce league of the new made 
- counſellor ! but alas for thoſe who ſeek bur 


11 erally their right? It i is imagined, indeed, 


| that ſentences are paſſed in the council by | 


vote: but he who 1 is . with Vienna 
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knows, that very few if any of the counſellors 
read the documents; of courſe they vote ac- 
_ cording to the ſtatement of the referendary. 
. Colleagues like theſe reciprocally do good 
turns for each other; and he who leads his 
fellow blindly to-day, will be ready to be led 
by him as blindhy to- morrow. The preſident is 
generally an ignorant old cavalier: and if by 
chance a ſingle honeſt man ſhould be amongſt 7 
the herd, and endeavour to interfere, when 
he ſees the groſſeſt injuſtice on the point of 
being put in execution, his voice is drowned 
by that of the many, he is compelled. to 
Iilence, and he is held out as a turbulent and 
odd mortal. As be gains no fees, his ſalary 
will not allow him to dreſs his wife with all 
the fine ry diſplayed by others! in ſimilar fitua- 
tions; and, if her importunity and his domeſ- 
ric neceſſities do not urge him to turn rogue, 
he lives in conte mpt. Such are truly the 
” proceedings of the chambers of juſtice. . 
I have been witneſs to a cauſe in the judi- 
cio militari mixto, where the referendary leſt 
bis deciſion! in the council. chamber, and ſub- L 
| ftituted another in its flead, This was re- ; 
turned frem the ſupreme military court, paſſ- 
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ed in due form; and when it came to be read 


all preſent found it different from the one be- 


fore agreed on. The ſurreptitious ſentence | 


was highly 1 injurious to me, and particular.y 
to my attorney, named Dorfaer, | He fought. 


| redreſs, and by humble intreaty obtained it. 
The referendary, however, remained unpu- 


ni ſhed, and his ſentence againſt me was ca- 


ried into execution, I remonſtrated loudly, 
but my remonſtrances were ine ffectual. 
This very man is now counſellor and refer- 
endary in the ſupreme military court, where 


1 — inflicted on me a ſevere ſtro! de of his ven- 


To this muſt be added, the attorney Dorf 


is rich, keeps an office for lending money o 
pledges, and advances to the judges their 
quarterly ſalaries. WO betide the man, that 
has againſt him an attorney to whom the 


counſellors are debtors ! Every thing mut 8 
follow his beck. 


la other courts things : are better conducted, 


in A greater or leſs degree... 1. was an eye 
witneſs to one fitting when ſixty four litigants 
and twenty-two advocates waited at the door, 
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Ei 
all of whom were diſpatched within three 
hours. Is i it impoſſible, that in theſe cauſes | 

the right could have been properly inveſti. 


gated ? Surely not. It follows, therefore, 
that every thing muſt have been determined 5 
according to the will of the advocates, or lefſt 


to the ditection of him who drew up the de- 
ciſions. 59 5 


Vigi! ant as he really was, what oukd Jo- 


ſcph do, notwithſtanding his good intentions, 
in a caſe where no partial reform could be of 
ſervice, where it was neceſſary to pull the 

whole ſtructure down to the ground, where 


con ju: tors were wanting, and where amend- 
ment was labour in 1 T bus he fell upon 


palliative means, had a new code of laws 
formed, and yet permitted the old to remain 
in force. As long as the advocates could 
quote old and foreign juriſts in their writings, 
prolixity and contradiction aroſe, that ſpun 
out cauſes to an endleſs length. Beſides, all 
the laws were calculated to fill che purſes of 
the advocates. ; | 


For example: : 
1 once ſaw the attorney Dorfner ſtanding ; 


in the hall of the court t of juſtice, when he 


had 


E 
had eight and twenty cauſes to appear in that | 
ſefſion. He went into the council chamber 
had a hearing that did not take him up more 
| than a quarter of an hour, came our, and 
went to another office, where the ſ ame was 
done for other parties. He had now ſolicited 
delays for twenty-eight clients, for each of 
which he charged three florins; of courſe, i in 
the ſpace of half an hour, he gained eighty- 
ſour florins for doing nothing. Ia every 
ſtzge of the proc ceſs he had a ri ht to ſolicit 
| delay three times, and the adv boite for the 
rde e party had the awe right. Thus 
the clients are fleeccd, their ini: lengthen · 
ed out, and the work of the Judges amp. 1 
A „ 
Still more. According to che cuſtom of 
Vienna,” which is generally known, the two 
advocates that carry on a ſuit for oppoſite | 
parties, are agreed before hand who ſhall 
win the cauſe. The clients are on'y dilied 
with, and their purſes drained, whilſt the 
: ſpoil 1 is divided | in a brotherly manner. Po- 
ſeſſion is here more than eleven points of the 
: law; for he who holds any thing e is 
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certain of gaining his cauſe, as he will be ſure 


to pay beſt to ſecure it. 


When theſe two advocates appear in court 


againſt each other, they contend with incre- 
dible fury: but it is wholly acoording to a 
2 preconcerted plan, and, if the referendary 
be nat in the plot, they contrive to throwa 
miſt before his eyes, ſo chat the truth is com- 
plerely diſtorted. 3 


There is not a © finale inſtance | in Vienna 


of an advocate's having been puniſked, for 
having undertaken the moſt palpably unjuſt _ 
cauſe, They have too many protectors, and 
are too intimately connected with the judges, 
do fear the pillory; and all the laws of the 


land are ſo contrived as to enable them to 


Hay the knave, and augment coſts. 


This is a true deſcription of the Auſtii jan 


tribunals, where nothing but the dread of 
ſtarvigg could induce an honeſt man to ac- 5 
cept the office of a judge, in whi ich, a help- — 
N byſtander, he can only ſigh to heaven ſor 
Vengeance, when he ſecs the moſt juſt of 
princes. deceived, and feels his own power 5 


unavailing, > oppoſed to that of the many. 
= N 


N 


Ia this volume I ſhall adduce ſtill more 
intimate proofs of theſe verities, which 1 
have myſelf experienced, and which lie be- 
fore my eyes. Amongſt people ſo depraved 
a prince is kiphly to be pitied, if he wiſh to 
perform the firſt of his duties, and render 
juſtice to every one of his ſubjects. He has 
che labour of an Hercules, an augean ſtable 
to cleanſe. Nay, Hercules had only the dung 
to evacuate; but he has the beaſts alſo: and 
aſſes will bite and kick, and will beſpatter 
with their ſtinking excrements thoſe that at- 
tempt to purify their ſtalls. 
1n Vienna there is likewiſe : a claſs of men 
talled fanatics. Theſe appeaſe god when they 
ſit! in council by councing over their beads, and 
imagine they give him pleaſure, when they 
have an opportunity of injuring a heretic. 
"Bs ſuch I was reputed at Vienna: what won- 
der that I was to loſe every cauſe ? 
The emperor, indeed, gives audience 1 to 
every lubject: acceſs ro him is free. But E 
any one complain to him of a court of juſ- 
tice, his petition is ſent to that very court. 
There complaints are never read, never in- 


1 © quired 


5 8 
quired into - conſequently no information is 
taken but the uſual one, that diſpatches a 
thouſand memorials with little trouble. 
The demands of ſupplicants find no atten- 


tion: ſo that oppreſſed men have only to ap- 


peal to heaven for vengeance and redreſs. 
The monarch himſelf has no time to examine 
things, the tribunals are void of feeling, and 


their pride is offended, and thus the caſe is | 


W remedileſs. 


Better is it to follow the example of an 


5 Algerine dave, and ſubmit to every thing | in 
ſilence, than to call out for juſtice and further 
inveſtigation, or complain of a judge. - 

For mere amuſement, orin conſequence of 


RO falſe accuſation, the dey, or ſome cadi, or- 


ders a ſlave fifty baſtinadoes. Perhaps the 
guiltleſs ſufferer cries out for juſtice, Im- 
mediately a court is formed of ten other 
55 ſlaves, whoſe code is termed order, or moſt 


TOES ſupreme court's ordinance, or judgment. 


Aſſuredly theſe will not venture to ſay, that 
the former ſentence was erroneous. What 
is the conſequence? The petitioner gets 
fifty baſtinadoes more, becauſe his appeal 
oh =” Was 


— 
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was frivolous, and he has contumaciouſiy re- 


ſiſted his ee 
As to many others in Vienna, juſt ſo has 


it happened to me, after I had actually de- 
monſtrated to a referendary, that he was a 
villain. All dreaded me, they ſtuck one to 
another, I loft every cauſe, and the whole 
neſt of hornets combined to prevent me 
from gathering any honey in Auſtria. 


The reader will now pretty clearly per- . 


ceive, why the emperor Joſeph was unable 
to effect any reform in the adminiſtration 9 
ü juſtice; particularly as all his principles had 85 
for their baſis deſpotiſm, which ae in 
Wo military government, as under his ſway 
Auſtria was in fact to have become, a blind 
faith in the infallibility of every kind of ſu- 

perior, that repreſents the crowned vicegerent 
of the deity upon earth, and would reign 


with authority as unlimitted as that of the 5 
Lord of Sabaoth. 


He was well aware of the too great pcwer 


. py, the nobles, who, in a limited monarchy, 
from the middle link between the throne 
| and the People, as a PIOper barrier of de. 


(080-1 
fence. On this account he ſought to gain 
the ſoldiers, the citizens, and the peaſants, 
and would not have been difpleaſed had 
more Horias and Klotzkas riſen up in all his 
provinces, to ſtrangle the nobles, and enrich 
the treaſury with their poſſeſſions. And in- 
deed it would have been no great harm: as 
the too wealthy Hungarian and Auſtrian lords 
ſerve only to devour the fat of the land, are 
"06 little uſe to the ſtate, afforded the citizens 
no protection, the learned no eſteem, and for | 
the peaſants are deſtitute of compaſſion. 


Every ſymptom of oriental deſpo: iſm : 


: could not fail to ſtrike the eye of the obſerv= 
ing philoſopher | or politician. Every thing 
was conducted on the military plan with vio- 
| lence and ſeverity. Profeſſor, afterwards 


counſellor, Sonnenfels, a converted jew, who > 
| was reckoned amongſt the learned only in 


5 Vienna, quia inter cæcos regnat luſcus * alrea= 


qp aſſerted from the chair, and was villain 


| enough to maintain in his public writings, | 


. As he that has one eye is a king amongſt 15 5 
Ved.” ol 


that 


„„ 
that a ſubject has no property, and that every 
thing depends on the will of the monarch, 
who is above all laws. by 
- All men of common ſenſe ſhould unite to 

buffer ſuch a public teacher to death: yet the 
groveling inhabitants of Vienna ſent their 
children to his ſchool, where the baſe baboon 
fat ſwelling with pride, and fancicd his name 
_ enrolled amongſt thoſe that give celebrity to 
Europe, though nothing but the whiffling 
children of poor ſlaves knelt before his 
ſhrine whillt he mumbled his all- ſaints It- 
tany. . 
But what followed Joſeph 8 attempts? > 
Throughout all his dominions he began 
| the work of reform at the wrong end. Every 
where he ſuffered the impious dockrine = 
| Sonnenfels to be preached, yet notwithſtand- 
ing wanted to ſecure property to the peaſants, 
and take it only from the nobles. Hence 


| diſcontent and murmuring every where aroſe: 


but the fear of an inſurrection need diſturb 
10 man's numbers in Auſtria. | Nay, were 


it poſſible to aſſemile together in arms the 


whole people of Vienna, there are two means 
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of quieting them inſtantly: either give them 
a public ball at court, with abundance of 
poultry, paſtry, and confectionary for tem 
to devour: or let a few of the police ſoldiers | 
lay down one of the foremoſt, and apply a 
ſcore of baſtinadoes on his breech, the reſt. 
would all become quiet, laugh at their cud- 
gelled companion, and go home to gnaw the 
remains of a capon. Even haughty cava- 
| hers that chanced to be turbulent might be 
treated in the ſame manner. The next day 
they would go to court, as proud as ever, but 
trembling with fear, attended by their moſt 
magnificent holiday equipage, and very ſub- 
miſſively thank his majeſty for remembering 
them in his kindneſs. This i is the true na- 
tional. character, from which nothing % 
be apprehended. Unfortunately Joſeph 
thought to manage Brabant and Hungary 5 
in the ſame'ſtyle: thus the former was loſt, 
and had he lived two months longer Hun- 
gary would have been the ſame; already 
the inſurrection was begun, and the German 1 
army was no longer at home there. es 
It was right of Joſeph to introduce an 
equality | 


* * 4 1 
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equality of taxes and impoſts into Auſtria 
and his hereditary dominions : he ſhould have 
choſen honeſt and prudent men to have con- 
ducted an affair of ſuch importance, and 
| ſhould have given it a different form and ap- : 
plication: for the inequality: is too ſtriking, | 
and too much at varlance with common ſenſe. 
For example. I have a vaſſal in my lord- | 
ſhip, who, 1 in taxes of every kind, pays annu- 
ally thirty four florins. The peaſant, who. 
lives contiguous to him, poſſeſſing juſt the 
ſame quantity of land, and of 218 ſimilar 
quality, pays his lord a hundred and twenty 
florins a year. T he vexations of the Auſ- 
trian peaſants are horrible on many eſtates, 
the proprietors of which revel in luxury at. 
Vienna, and their ſtewards drain the poor 
farmers, whilſt their lords curry favour to | 
protect and ſhare in their rapacity. 


If preſenis to the officers of the dre tes ; 


of the circles be properly diſtributed, the 
peaſant cries for redreſs in vain. The em- 
peror Joſeph appointed two advocates at Vi- 
enna, and allowed them ſalaries, for the pur- 
ya of e the cauſes of oppreſſed 


peaſants 5 
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peaſants againſt their lords. Theſe privately 
received penſions from the tyiannic lords, 
and the peaſants that came to them with 
complaints were thruft out by the ſhoulders. 
; Thus 1 it is in Auſtria. a 

On the other hand, no way was thought of 
for imdemnifying the proprietors of land for 
what they loſt by the ſuppreſſion of their 
tenths and other claims: and it was certainly 


cruel to rob them of their property. i 
by this twelve thouſand florins *, which I had 


paid fur them, by agreement, in ready money, 
to the perſon of whom I purchaſed my eſtate... 
As no middle way was thought of, the beſt 
ſchemes, for which many millions had alrea- HE 


1 been thrown away in uſeleſs expences, and 


more than a hundred and thirty thouſand i 
florins f had been laid out in the articles of 


| paper and tables of reform alone, unavoida- 


dluy failed. Joſeph died juſt as he ſaw it impoſ- 5 
ö = to proceed: and Leopold was obliged 
wrom and alter weery 1 Thus ane 


» [900 . £9199. - 
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continued in the old track; and the moſt © 


admirable and NOOR regulations vaniſhed 


, into air. 


In Brabant a revolt broke out, and the pro- 


vince was totally loſt, becauſe it would ſuf- 


fer no innovations in the fundamental prin- . 
: ciples of its conſtitution. | 


The moſt laughable part of the flory was, 
that the emperor ſent for the moſt wiſe and 


honeſt men in Brabant,, to teach them the 


forms of juſtice i in the directories of the cir- 
cles. Heavens, what a contraſt! There 
was not an individual amongſt them, who 
did not poſſeſs more underſtanding, probity, 

5 penetration, and political knowledge, than 
all the Auſtrian directors together, with the 
economical, financial, and regency counſel- : 

| ]ors incluſively. Theſe men took their feats 
| under raw inexperienced youtns, or corrupt 
| pervercers of juſtice, the actual tyrants of the 
85 country, to learn from them to render Bra- 
bant quiet and happy. How is it poſſible to 
aſſimilate a Brabanter with a ſtupid Auſtrian? : 

How ſhould Auſtrian ſeverity and the im- 
perious ſtyle of deſporiſm « ever be familiarized 
dt 
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to the free native of Brabant? Time proved 
the conſequence of the attempt, in the loſs 
of the province, 


What follows too is s remarkable. 
When the emperor Joſeph ſaw the loſs of 


Is beſt province, he was mean enough to 
fend a ſupplication to the pope, who had in 
reality firſt lighted the torch of rebellion, 
that he might compel the Brabanters to return 
N their duty, by threatening them with ex- 
communication. In Rome this was matter 
of laughter; of N politician | it excited 55 
| the aſtoniſhmert. 


At the fawe time be wrote to te highly 


incenſed nation, that all the acts of violence 
of the commander in chief, general Dalton, 
and his miniſter Trautmannſdorf, were com- 
mi: ted without his orders, and that he would 
deliver thoſe two men up to them to puniſh. by 
What incredible conduct for a monark | | Count 
5 Trautmannſdorf has openly juſtified himſelf in 
Print at Vienna, and has made public all the 
emperor's letters and orders, which palpably 1 
give the lie to his aſſertion. Dalton' s adjutant 
deſerted, and carried the | Brabanters anoriginal 


letter 85 


1 

letter of the emperor, according to which, the 
general was not to ſpare the child in the mo- 
ther's womb, was to ſubdue all before him, 
and to tie his priſoners after the Tatarian man- 


ner to his horſes tails. W ith ſuch fickleneſe, 


irreſolution, meanneſs and duplicity : acted this 
monarch, when he wiſhed to diſguiſe his faults 
and appear different. from what he actually 
vas. On this occaſion I muſt give the world 
another ſpecimen of his character, which is 
known only to a few 1 in France. 
I came to Paris juſt as the emperor has : 
departed, and dined with the miniſter, count 


die Vergennes, | in whoſe eſteem I ſtood high, 


Isa a private converſation with him be fore 4 | 
ner, I aſked what he thought of my lovercign, 
whom he now knew perſonally, . 

1 count, who was not ignorant of my 
way of thinking, and ſpoke to me often with 
great confidence, ſaid: --he is a man without | 

character, a dangerous bad prince, whom I 

would truſt even leſs than the king of Pruſſia. + 

To induce him to proceed, 1 defended the 
: emperor.—At length he broke out, and told 


: me: that the monarch ad ſed him to announce 
7 a na- 2 
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a national bankruptcy in order to clear F rance 
from all her debts. 

Io this he anſwered: — ſhould ſuch an event 
take place, your majeſty” s own ſubjects in Bra- 


Do not let that deter you from a bankruptcy, 
55 anſwered Joſe ph; give me half chat ſum, and ; 
5 you ſhall have my aſſent. 2 
I was aſtoniſhed, and gave up my defences 
but I know, that Vergennes had imparied the 
ſecret to ſome of the diſcontented Brabanters, 5 
and it continued not a little to occaſion diſtruſt 
him, and to excite that fermentation which 
ſoon after took place. „ „ 
The emperor had alſo propoſed to Frederic ID 
: king of Pruſſia, at their conference in Sileſia, - 
to divide the German dominions: and, at the | 
time that the exchange of Bavaria tranſpired, 
he had concerted with F rance a diviſion 
of Germany, and the affair was agreed on. 
| Theſe two circumſtances were the true ſprings 1 5 
of the alliance between the princes of the em- 
pire, of which Frederic had the art to avail * 
himſelf, and to which Joſeph paid little atten- 
tian. Theſe en diſcoveries 1 pledge ot 


myſelf | 


bant would loſe more than eighty millions _ 
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myſelf to the reader to be political ſecrets, of 
2 truth of which I had opportunity. to ſatisfy | 7 
myſelf thoroughly, and which I can affirm on 
my word of honour. Under the reign of ſuch 
a prince what was to be expected, but general 
diſcontent at home, and wars on every hand 
abroad, to quell that ſpirit of ambition which 
| he had incautiouſly betrayed?ꝰ 
The grand occupation of the court of Ber- 
lin was to obſerve him narrowly, to fruſtrate 
his deſigns, and to ſeize every oppor tunity of 
enfecbling the power of Auſtria. 
His pride had been ſoothed, and erroneous 4 
ideas of the invincibleneſs of his army had 
been impreſſed on his mind: hence on every 
occaſion he ſpoke of nothing but his three 
5 hundred thouſand warriors, and ſought occu- - 
e for them from every quarter. 1 
By his flatterers he had been told that he 
was born to eclipſe the fame of Frederic; and 
5 he really believed, that on his appearance inn 
the field the ſan of the Pruſſian hero would ws if 
Joſeph alone would ſubdue the world, and | 
every potentate throughout the globe would 8 
| receiv e laws from his mouth. 8 The princes ä 


5 0 ; # 
. 1 4 
if 


. 
7 of che empire, whom he could not bear, ſince 
prince Kaunitz had repreſented him as weak 
and contemptible, he would lead vanquiſhed 
to Vienna in triumph like Czfar. e. 
Theſe notions tranſpired: a trap was laid 
for him: he fell into it: and became an object 
of ridicule. The palatine ambaſſador at Vien- 
na, baron Ritter, was the principal tool em- 
ployed by the court of Berlin, to incite him 
to the grand ſtep, which exhibited him as the 1 - 
uſurper of the liberties of Germany. 5 
This artful man, who had gone regularly 
chrough all the ſtages of the diplomatic ce ---- 
in Vienna, was well acquainted, from a ſix 
and twenty years experience, with the methods 
of doing buſineſs in that metropolis; an ac- 
ceptable companion both in female and in 
Learned ſocieties; a true courtier, whom the 
"old miniſter Beckerr had formed, and who, 
by his great influence amongſt the ladies and 
ſpiritual directors of the court, was ſo much 
beloved, that he was actually the organ of all 
the foreign ambaſſadors, who were defirous 
ol making important diſcoveries, or had great 
: objects 1 invit w. Skiledi in che knowledge of 
. 0 | „ man- 
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mankind, he had fo flattered himſelf into the 
good graces of Joſeph, that he poſſeſſed his 
entire confidence. As Ritter was the boſom 
friend of Beckerr, by whom Joſeph was led, 

and who had the welfare of Bavaria leſs 4 
heart than his own, theſe two, inſtructed by 
the court of Berlin, concluded the convention 

between the emperor and the elector, Who 
: Was a weak man, in ſuch a way, that Joſeph 

Was made to appear as an uſurper and an ene- 
my of the German ſtates; for the purpoſe of 
affording the ſubtle Frederic an opportunity 
of repreſenting | him in thoſe characteis, effect- 
uating an alliance between the princes of che 

. empire, and attacking him to advantage. 5 
This was the grand ſcheme, and the plans 
which Ritter well knew how to concert to 
draw the emperor into the ſnare enſured its 


| ſucceſs. With the conſent of the court of 


Berlin, Joſeph might have accompliſhed his 

' purpoſe: but this was not the intention of Pru- 

' fa, and the event fell out juſt as his enemies 
wiſhed, through the artifice of Ritter, Who 
had ſuch aſcendancy over the emperor, that 

till his death he remained in Vienna undiſ- 
covered 5 
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covered and reſpected, filled his purſe from 
every hand, and ſhone the moſt ſplendid 
luminary oſ the diplomatic horizon in a court 
of which he was accelerating the downfal. 


What the well informed Bavarians thought 


of him or of the death of their ſovereign, the 
eleftor, who ſoon after ſigning the convention 
: departed for a more honeſt world, is not fer 
me to Judge, or to make known. Suffice it, 

that a war with Pruſſia broke out, and Jo- 5 

ſeph's bewildered imagination Was leading = 
him ſtraight to Berlin. 1 


Accident at that time brought me he 


roughly acquainted with the whole intrigue 
of Ritter. The arch-duke Leopold, after- 
| wards emperor, arrived at Vienna, Juſt as 
Joſeph had ſet off for Bohemia, to join his 
army on its march. I had a great affection 
for that prince, came from Paris and Man- 
heim to Vienna, went to him, and diſcovered 
to him the whole ſecret; pointing out the 
5 danger i in which this war would involve 


Auſtria, the hidden deſigns that I knew were 


to be carried into execution during its pro- 5 


greſs, and which would Inevitably break out 
| 1 on 5 


tw) 
on all ſides, particularly amongſt the diſton- 
| Tented Hungarians, ? 
His determination was : —— My dear 
Trenck, to-morrow morning I muſt follow | 
the emperor to Bohemia. Write me a letter, 
and ſend it off, by an expreſs, as if I had or- 
dered you to come to me in the morning, 
and, being gone before you arrived, you had 
- written this letter, the contents of which you 
wiſhed me to make known to the emperor. _ 


Ia it ſay every thing, that you have now diſ- ” 


Cloſed to me with 3 much zeal, and will 
. make uſe of it to your advantage. 
1 obeyed his directions literally, and dif. 
5 bebt the letter 88 an W whom 1.5 
paid myſelf. 5 
At his return to View: Leopold inform- 
ed me, that he received the letter, as he was 
mounting on horſeback with the emperor to 
ride round the camp. On Joſeph's i inquir- 
ing its contents, he gave it him to read. 
The emperor peruſed it attentively, ſmiled, 
returned it to him, and ſaid: & Trenck is 
certainly a charming writer.“ 
This was the conſequence, this the effect, 
vor. 111. . of 
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of a diſcovery of the utmoſt 1mportance. 
The event proved, that I clearly foreſaw what 

| ſoon followed, and what would ſhortly have 
_ broken out, had not-the ſagacious Thereſa 
found means to atchieve a peace. Such is 
5 the Auſtrian reward of a good action. Jo- 
ſeph had too high an opinion of his ſkill in 
the art of war, to ſuffer himſelf for a moment 

to doubt, that he ſhould ſubjugate and give 
laws to all Europe. The experienced Ma- 
ria Thereſa almoſt by compulſion yieled to 
ber ſon thirſting after fame, blood, and war; 
and permitted her forces to march, whilſt ſhe 5 
was ſecretly negotiating a peace at Berlin. 
Three days before the actual irruption of SY 


the. 1 Pruſſians into Bohemia, I wrote to Jo- 


©. Now will F beetle who was to ene 


=, when the mighty Joſeph took the field, wage 
war in earneſt. All his preparations were 

5 only bugbears, to hinder the latter from get- x 
ting poſſeſſion of Bavaria——Another ne | 
will foon appear, if he will open his eyes.” 


Thus blinded by vanity and prejudice did 


1000" n on the theatre of mix os 


fame f 
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fame in Bohemia, though he certainly pol. 
ſeſſed not the qualifications requiſite for per- 
forming the part of a hero with effect · and ap- 
plauſe, as the event ſufficiently proved. 
Frederic entered his territories under his noſe, 
and the timid Joſeph' s ardour for marching 
ſtraight to Berlin vaniſhed in an inſtant. 
Terrified at the attack, he intrenched himſelf 
with his far more numerous army, whilſt his 
opponent laid Bohemia under contribution, 
Certain it is, that the emperor, who before 
the actual breaking out of the war dreamt of 
nought but victory, ſaid at the head of ene of 
his regiments: —my lads, prove yourſelves 
the ſoldiers of Joſeph; before the year is at 
an end I will lead you into Berlin. 
Confidence in the young hero, and the 5 
Vienna rhodomontades, actually reached to 
ſuach a pitch, that ſome inhabitants of that 
city followed the camp with waggons laden 
with wine, for which they gave the officers 
credit on the plunder of Berlin, whither they 
were to proceed with their empty waggons, 
do get them filled with the booty, 
4 en know a man, Who was ſo PERO . 
* 2 1 e | 
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| perkudked of the ſucceſs of the expedition, 


that he loſt three thouſand florins, which he 


had advanced on no better ſecurity. As the 
imprudent always find ſomebody on whom 
to throw the blame of their own miſconduct, 

they who ſuffered for their folly indulged 
themſelves in reviling Thereſa, for depriving : 
them of the Plunder of Pruſſia by a N 

date peace. 


That I was aſſured what would follaw.. 


_ ſhip-maſter of Ratiſbon experienced highly 2 
to his benefit. This man, named Keller, | 
had purchaſed of the elector an excluſive pri- I 
vilege, in virtue of which no one but him- 
ſelf was to tranſport corn on the Danube 
| from Bavaria to the Auſtrian territories. He 
complained to me of his grievance, in that 


the Imperialiſts, ſince they had been in poſ- - 


ſeſſion of the ſuburbs of Raiiſben, had grant- 
ed the ſame permiſſion to every veſſel th 
cut exception; and aſſured me, that he was 
ready to give two thouſand ducats to the 


perſon that would get his old privileges con- 


fu med at Vi jenna. I ſaid to him: my 
trie nd, if you will follow my counſel, keep 


your 
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your money: I will engage, that within fix 
months every thing will be on the old footing, | 
and no Auſtrian government will give laws 
in Ratiſbon. He took my en and al- 


terwards thanked me for it. 
[ enriched alſo a poor birdfancier i ia Vien- 


na, by perſuading him to teach all his mag- 
pies, parrots, and ſtar lings, to > fay nothing 


| but: 


ce the Pradans are beaten.” 
Preſently throughout the town theſe birds 


85 were heard crying, like the Vienna poli tici- 
ans and idlers in every ſtreet and coffee- houſe, , 


the Pruſſians are beaten;” and the man 


found cuſtomers i in abundance for them at 


twelve ducats a piece. 


Such is the national character; and at thar 
time it was woe betide the man, who ventur- 
ed to expreſs a doubt, that Joſeph would 

march ſtraight to Berlin, and annihilate tne 


5 po ver of Pruſſia. 


+ propheſicd differently ; ; and thus x render- 
ed myſelf ſuſpected, and raiſed. up enemies 


on all ſides, | The emperor himſelf, at the 


| break ing out t of the Bavarian war, | ma le we ; 
K 3 5 the 
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the following propoſal. IP hk; you 


have now an opportunity of being reverged 
on the Pruſſians. 1 will give you permil: 


fion to raiſe a corps, and to ravage : the c coun- 


My e was. —— have no reaſon to 


revenge myſelf on my native countiy: ia 
Hungary 1 have loſt an hundred times as 
much as in Pruſſia. igt children have 
| NOW claims on me for fulfilling the duties of 
a parent. If your majeſty will aſſure me, 5 
that only a third part of the property unjuſtly 
ureſted from me by count Graſſalzowitz ſhall | 
be reſtcred to m 7 children, if 1 in the courſe 
of the war I loſe my life in your ſervice, I 
am ready to employ my ſword for you as a 
ſoldier, but not as a robber. —A ſcornful ſneer 
Vas the ſignal of my diſmiſſion; and the in- 
2 Jurious reply he made, not to my face, but to 
prince Charles Lichtenſtein, | alienated my 


heart wholly from 8 8 
4 Tam now convinced, that Trenck i is ill 


a Pruffian in his heart, which I have long 


ſuſpected: he is a dangerous man, and knows = 


Such 


6199) 


Buch an opinion, uttered by a monarch 


equally ſuſpicious and revengeful, would 


| have alarmed another perſon: but I remain- 
ed a ſtranger to fear, in ſpite of every dan - 
ger, and every where maintained the truth, 


regardleſs of his ſpies, whilſt my condu&t had 
the approbation of my own heart. 
This circumſtanced 1 travelled 1 into Huo- | 


gary, inquired, examined, and ſaw a favoura- 


ble opportunity for acting an important part: 
yet I kept myſelf quiet, availed myſelf not of 
my perſonal advantages, preached patience 5 
and obſervance of their civil duties to the 
people, and acquired a knowledge of the 


; malecontents, 8 


From that time the emperor i in n general 

| avoided ſeeing me, delivered me over unpro- 

tected to the chicane of the Vienna courts i 
and fought occaſions to make me hold my 
tongue: yet armed with honeſty J ſtood firm 
as a rock, oppoſed injuſtice, and contended 

2 againſt villainly, whilſt conſcious of my right 

Y and of my deferts my pon ditdained to | give | 


I had reaſon, however, ro be pinoy ; 
K 7 prudent, 
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prudent, ſince, at the conference in Sileſia, 


the great Frederic had told the credulous and 
ſuſpicious emperor, that he ſhould not con- 


fide in me, as I was a fickle and dangerous 


_ perſon. This he ſaid, becauſe he knew, that 
I had free acceſs to the emperor, and had it in 

: my power to give him ſach information and ee 
inſtruction as he might employ to benefit his 
own countty at the expence of Pruſſia, and 
to diſcover to him thoſe who were employed 
5 ſeduce and miſlead him. 


Thus I remained inactive; and it was 


Frederic's aim to remove all honeſt and in- 
telligent men from about Jofeph, at a time 
- ha hs was ſole maſter, yet ſhowed a deſire 
of information, and conſequently was 1n the 


way of ſometimes receiving good advice. 


Surrounded by monks and flatterers, 

_ prompted by vain boaſters, encouraged by | 
petty deſpots, led by inexperienced guides; . 
Joſeph could never become great, could ne- 
ver become an object of his apprehenſion. 
It was his aim to keep every thing as long as 


poſſible in the old track at Vienna, and to 


render it impracticable for any ſovercign of 


"nl ia 


1 
Auſtria to become a Frederic: and whillt 
men acquainted with 'the world, perſons of 
| honeſty and experience, and people poſſeſſed 


of genius above the common level, were 
kept remote from all influence on affairs of 
ſtate, or on the hearts and the education of 85 
young princes, the power of Pruſſia would 
ſtand ſecure. This was the real cauſe of my 
remaining idle during the reign of Joſeph. 
In the beginning of it, however, I gave him 
| ſeveral plans; but all of them were mutilated | 
in the execution. My unſurmountable deteſta- 
tion of the hearts of the court of Rome is well 
known. I had here a fine field before me, 
and beheld with heartfelt pleaſure the freedom 
of the preſs breaking forth, groſs prejudices 
vaniſhing, the gates of cloiſters opening, and 


the power of the prieſthood daily diminiſhing. 


But Joſeph could not diſburden himſelf of the 
Prejudices he had ſucked in with his mother's 
milk; andfrom the period of the pope's viſit _ 
Vienna he became timidand wavering. He re- 
turned to his beads, though he ee them in 
private: ſuperſtition gained the aſcendency 


over his mind: the powers of learning and 


— e — ———————————— —————— — ——— 


icience were inſufficient to emancipate him 
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from its ſhackles: he began to viſit the con- 
feſſional, and receive abſolution incognito; 
and in the ſame way made a pilgrimage to 
the ſhrine of Mary, on whoſe altar he offered 


a pair of golden eyes, in conſequence of his 


having recovered from an ophthalmy. Every 


one that attempted to diſſipate the miſt in 


which he was involved now appeared to him 
" heretic, and an enemy to his foul. On 

ſiſting the matter to the bottom, and finding 
it t:ue, I took my leave of him in ſilent ſor- 
85 row, and lamented his dominions, faſt fink- 8 


ing back into the mire of ſuperſtition, from 
which they had been nearly extricated. 8 
He had undertaken great things; more 


than was conceived poſſible, more than all his 
predeceſſors together. 1 
In a truly heroic manner he attacked the 
: hierarchy, and appeared determined to break 
all the inviſible chains forged by the court of 
x Rome: but he did not purſue his deſign with 
firmnefs to the cloſe, He began his "under- 
5 taking at the wrong end, wave red in its exe- 
cution, and, though incredible things were 
actvally performed i in Auſtria, where ſome of 
the privy counſellors and miniſters ee 
| be n : 


4-203.) 
began to read ſenſible books without aſking 
the conſent of their confeſſors, yet much of 

this new creation rolled back into its old 
chaos, when people again beheld the emperor 
| kneeling as a penitent ſinner before the prieſt, | 
counting his beads, and publicly — | 
with jugglers in cowls. 2 
Monaſte ries it is true were ſuppreſſed : but - 


| the monks, inſtead of being ſent to Rome, 


were diſpoſed of i in towns and villages, as 
preachers or vicars, where they had more 
opportunity than ever to ſpread their holy 
mummery amongſt the people, to whom they 
repreſented themſelves as the p perſecuted mar- 
tyrs of religion, whilſt they bellowed forth 
their controverſial dogmas from every pulpit. 
The fame of Joſeph wopld have been more 
immortal than that of all poſſible heroes, had 

he conducted with manly firmneſs the ſalutary 
work he began, and to the no ſmall benefit 


of his dominions completely ſtrangled the 


Roman hydra. But he only extorted a little 


„5 clerg 300 and prevented them 


not from doubly repaying themſelves out of 
the purſes of thoſe blockheads in whom they 
had the art to excite compaſſion. 
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His weapons were too feeble for him ta 
gain the victory, in the conteſt between rea- 
ſon and ſuperſtition. Thus he ſunk under 


the force of cunning, and became a fanatic in 


private, whilſt he was aſhamed of his weak- 


_ neſs. I penetrated him at firſt ſight; but he 
nowhere found help, for he ventured not to 
ſeek it. The artful ſpies of Rome did not let 
flip a favourable opportunity. With them 
x co- operated the failure of his enterprizes, 
Which his weak mind attributed not to his own r 
miſconduct, but to the vengeance of the 
| founders of the facred orders, whom he had 
offended both in heaven and earth. He 
. wavered, gave way, and, had he longer 
lived, the inquiſition had certainly been in- 
: troduced into Vienna, and he would have 
invented for it new modes of torture. Hea- 
ven be praiſed! may we ſay, that, entertain- 
ing ſuch notions, he died juſt in time, before 
the eccleſiaſtics aſſociating i in ſecret had in- 
troduced a general maſacre 1 into the Auſtrian 
dominions, to rival the St. Bartholomew of 
France. At ſuch a day he would have ſmilec, 
and would have nn the poſſcſſions of the 
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proteſtants as an indemnification to the ra- 


pacity of the monks. 


Yet has Joſeph the honour to be number- 
ed amongſt thoſe great reformers, who me- 
rit the praiſe and gratitude of poſterity, for the 
light they have emitted in an age of darkneſs. 
This great undertaking palliates many de- 
fects in his life; and on this account alone I 
reſpect his aſhes, that after ſuch a ſanguinary 
education, he had courage even in the midſt 
of the fanatic inhabitants of Vienna to com- 
mence an attack, which, had it been ſtedfaſt- ef 
ly followed up, might have had the happieſt 
effects on the human mind, and rendered 
eſſential ſervice to the power of Auſtria. 
May heaven reward him for his good inten- 
tion, and guard his ſucceſſors from falling 
into the pit, in which Romiſh politics have 
held ſo many kings fettered like abject ſlaves. 
I certainly laboured with pleaſure in Auſ- 
tria, before I was perfectly acquainted with 
e emperor: but as ſoon as he began to 
deem me a heretic, I foreſaw the conſe- 
| quences of his weakneſs, and retired from 
the court, lamenting: the fate of ſuch a fine 
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country, which blockheads knew not how 
to enjoy. 
As Joseph now grew daily weaker from 
the diſeaſe he had brought upon himſelf, his 
conſtant recourſe to his beads could not di- 
miniſh his fear of purgatory, the directors * 
his conſcience only threw oil into the fire, 
and his own heart could not aſſure him, that 
he had lived the friend of his fellow creatures: 
his ſcruples ſo increaſed, that, for three years 
before his death, he was often heard repeating 


aloud tis Ave Maria. Even when he in- 
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dulged himſelf i in ſacrificing to Venus, on his 
| Knees he repeated a litany with the prieſteſs, | 
that he might obtain abſolution. 80 deep 
did he ſink into the vileſt ſuperſtition whilſt 
alive; and he died, like the moſt ſimple ca- 
puchin friar, | in the midſt of agony and ter- 
. . 
No man upon earth ever ſuffered more in 
p his lat days than the emperor, who beheld 
all his deſigns fruſtrated before his death. The 
Brabantines, whom he deſpiſed, and for, whom _ 
he would have forged chains, he ſaw ac- 


ally fhake off the * of his goverment: 
none 
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none of his deſpotic orders were obeyed: on 


the bed of ſickneſs he found his reputation 
| ſunk as low as poſſible, while his ſubjects were 
preparing to celebrate his funeral with feſti- 


vals of joy: all the commands he had iſſued 
reſpecting Hungary he was obliged to repeal: 
in every one of his political ſchemes he was 
duped: and he learnt what monarchs are who 
injure men of all conditions, and fancy them- 1 
ſelves infallible, while no one ventures to tell . 


| em the truth. 


Yet Joſeph deſerved a 1 8 fate; He 
in many of his undertakings his intentions 
were good, though they failed from his not 
. knowing how to carry them properly into 
execution. The freeſpirited Brabantins 
ſhould not have been dealt with like grovel- 
” ing Auſtrians ; the proud Hungarians, not 
| like the ſtubborn natives of Bohemia. The 
Hungarian muſt forget his mother-tongue, 9 
before he could conſent to forego the funda- — 
mental laws or privileges of his nation. The 
crown, the palladium of ſuperſtition, was 
forcibly conveyed. from Preſburg to Vienna, 


f in an ignominious manner, 2 ſoldiers of the |} 
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i police: and this circumſtance, inſignificant i im 

irſelſ, ſtirred up a whole kingdom to revolt. 

Ihe wilfulneſs of the empezor, who ſought 
| every where to introduce a ſlaviſh military 

government, and tread underfoot the rights 
of man, alone occaſioned all the inſurrections, 

and all inſults to which in his latter days he 

| was expoſed. His perſonal ene mies, and the 


foes of his dominions, availed themſelves of 


* 
— — — —6—ô 
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ſellors made a jeſt of the monarch, who had 
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[| Toft the hearts of his people, and under ſuch 
i circumſtances engaged in ruinous foreign 
1 [ wars. In Bohemia, in Fyrol, diſcontented 
ppirits already began to make their appear- 
} Fl ance. The people of Gallitzir were reduced 
bl | to ſuch a point, that they had nothing to loſe ; 


| | and, driven to the brink: of deſpair, they were 
= compelled to arm in their own defence, 
| lf ' — againſt the villains, who, picked from the 
| (| ' ſcum of all that was moſt abject, ſtupid, and 
[ 
| 
| 


5 rapacious in Vienna, were ſent to be their go- 
voernors. The conſequences were eaſy to be 


"8 foreſeen, and Joſeph died juſt in time, to pre- 
VvVoent the ſeparation of all the Auſtrian pro- 
| vinces. 


Ei rhe opportunity: whilit his tyrannical coun- 
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vinces. Such are the effects of ruling with a 
rod of iron, when the deſpot has not the 
prieſthood on his ſide, and his army is en- 


gaged with foreign enemies. At a neceſſarx 


epoch ſucceeded to the throne a gentle Leo- 
pold, whoſe conde ſcenſion, benovolence, and 
magnanimity averted the threatening ſtorm, 
appeaſed the irritated minds of the people, 
and allayed his fermenting ſtates : whereas 
Joſeph might have been termed the ſcourge. 
ol the earth, had the ſchemes, to which his 
luſt of arbitrary power urged him, been 
f practicable. 5 | 
| On this occaſion I mult not omit to notice 
T the celebrated diſpute concerning the Scheldt, 


which does the emperor little honour, and 


_ evinces, that he ſought on all ſides Pretences 
to o gratify his thirſt of glory, 
One count Proli, a viſionary projector, 
and a man of large promiſes, came to Vienna, 
and eſtabliſhed a company for trading from 
: Triefle to the Eaſt-Indies. He found prince | 
Kaunitz, the chancellor of the exchequer, 
count Hatzfeld, and ſome other wealthy great 
men, with the avaricious banker Fries, ready - 
e foo mr Pie —_ 


— uy en. 7 6 


theſe gentlemen, however, had any know 
ledge of ſuch a commerce. Count Hatzfeld 
5 aſked me what I OP of it. "up — 


reſpondents what goods we ſend out, and with 


ment they find the leaſt decręaſe of their trade, 
; they will freight their veſſels with the ſame 
merchandize as we, and ſell it at thirty per 
cent. loſs: then will our bankruptcy be in- 
evitable. On the other hand, they will ſoon 
| indemnify themſelves for this loſs, as their 
capital and credit will bear them out. Be- 
ſides, at leaſt eight ſhips muſt be employed 
in the Eaſt-India trade, to make the gain ba- 
lance the loſs, i in caſe of an accident. When 
the Auſtrians engage in it with only two, 
therefore, if one of them be caſt away, there 
is an end of the trade. 


who would take care to enrich himſelf, at the 
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to form a company with him. Not one of 


% 


was: 
The Dutch are in poſſeflon of this trades | 


conſequently we muſt always buy of them. 


They well know before hand from their cor- 


what we load our ſhips home. Now the mo- 


I knew, too, the character if count Proli, 


expence 


Holland, 


commerce about their ears. 


of a toll upon the Scheldt. 
| prompted him with the wiſh to fave this, his 
| ſhare of which probably would not have a- 
mounted to a hundred florins. 
gave riſe to the diſpute corcerning that river. 
Every occaſion for employing his arms againſt 
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5 expence of his partners. But no attention was 

| paid to my advice; and within two years my 
predictions were fulfilled. 

The veſſels were laden, and under the name 
of Kaunitz proudly ſet ſail. The ſhip- -captain 

Sampſon already threatened the Philiſtines of 


that he would pull their temple of 
None of the 
partners, however, was prepared to lend him 


a jawbone, ſhould he need i it to 25 his thou- 
ſands upon thouſands. | 


The emperor Joſeph himſelf . . 


adventurer with half a million of florins out =. 
of the public treaſury, 


Already the ſhips, one of va was 8 


load at Oſtend, were expected back. 


Fri ries in the mean time had been informed . 
His avarice 


a free people was welcome to Joſeph. He 


reſolved, before he ſaw, or even thought of, 
A "IF 2 * 
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the conſequences, —Tte Menace was ied, 


and all guaranties and treaties laughed. at.. 


Joſeph was determined, that=the navigation 


of the Scheldt ſhould be free, though he had 
not a ſingle bark to launch on its waters. 8 
HFolland aſſerted its right, and threatened | to b 


fire on the Imperial flag, 
This the emperor told Fries, and appeared 


undecided. The banker anſwered: --- tbe 
Dutch will never have courage to fire a can- 
non 5gainſt your majeſty's colours. But if 
they mould fire? -I will give myſelf to the 
devil for a farthing if they do. Yet not- 
withſtanding ſuppoſe they ſhould ? replied. 


| Joſeph. Then, ſire, for a war; and the c con- 
queſt of Holland. 


The prudent emperor followed the mer- 


chants counſe 5 The Dutch actually fired. 


Thus the affront was given. Now was the | 


army marched for Holland ; and the preda- 
. bands of Walachia were embodied, to 
8 plunder every ducat in Amſterdam. But, 


alas! all ended with diſgrace, they returned 


home with empty pockets, the expences of the 
War were laviſhed to no purpoſe, Fries's veſſel. 


Was 


. 

was caſt away before it arrived at the Scheldt, 
count Proh, the director, declared the gulled 
company bankrupt, and it was reported at 
Paris, that the queen of France privately 
conveyed ten millions of florins to Holland, 

to fave the emperor” 8 honour. He appeared, 
however, on the political theatre, as an uſur- 
per, and a perturbator of the public peace, 
who conte mptuouſly trampled on the moſt 


Th ſacred articles of the treaty of Weſtphalia. 


As this diſpute about the Scheldt gave the 
- people of Vienna ſcope to indulge the expec- 
rations of that vanity to which they are prone, 

and the emperor was already preparing for his 


= - coronation in Amſterdam, I went to Schoen- 


brunn, and paid a viſit to the head gardener 


vad der Schott, a man whom I much eſteem- ; - 
eq, as he poſſe ſſed more real knowledge, than 


many of the counſellors of ſtate, As ſoon as 
the firſt ſalutations were over, he ſaid: the 

emperor has juſt been with me, and ſtood 
talking more than an hour. Among{t other 
things, I ſaid to him: with your majeſty” 8 


TT: permiſſion, I will write to Haarlem, for a 


5 tew Tips of flowers. — - The emperor ſtarted 
CS from : 


* 


1:4 J 
from his ſeat: his eyes flaſhed fire—No, an- 
ſwered he— you ſhall not write — within fix 
weeks I will fetch them myſelf from Haar- 
lem, at the head of my army. - 
The gardener who knew the Dutch, and 
| knew the emperor, laughed heartily within 
himſelf at his inconſiderate ambition, and en⸗ 
deavoured to convince him, that it was no 
_ eaſy matter to proceed to Haarlem with an 
army fo expeditiouſly. The monarch treated ; 


bim with contemptuous raillery; called him 


a2 Dutch patriot, and a blockhead; declared 
upon his honour, that he had already given 


orders for marching ſtraight to Amſterdam ; _ 
and left him much diſpleaſed, that ne doubt- 


cd the ſucceſs of the expedition, and . ] 

ed to be wiſer than he and his counſel. 
Thus opiniative was the monarch, with 1 re- 
| ſpe to his power and ſkill in politics, obſti- 


nate in the purſuit of his unenlightened con- 


ceptions, and yet feeble in the execution of 


Tk them. 


The dikcraceful termination of the war of . 


5 the Scheldt, which was actually occaſioned by 


the money. broker Fries, was ſoon followed 


0 215 ) 
by the death of that excellent political coun- 
ſellor. 
One after another the emperor ſtopped up : 
every ſource, from which the banker's riches 
flowed. He had found out the way in Vi- 
enna to perſuade the court to encourage mo- 
nopolies, and to lead the miniſters to prodigal 
indulgence and abuſe of the public treaſures. 
Nothing eſcaped Fri ries, and he had the art | 
blinding men, ſo that like chaffinches in a 
cage, they would ſing at court for him alone. 
He was the moſt avaricious miſer upon the 
face of the earth: yet, not ſatisfied with the 
honour of being che wealthieſt 1 man 1n Vienna, - 
he purchaſed t the title of count, as ſoon as he 


was maſter of four millions, and reſolved when > - 


he had increaſed them to 8 to become a 
| Prince. . 5 8 
Hie was aware, 3 that che emperor 
obſtructed the farther accumulation of his 
wealth. All his attempts had hitherto proved 
ſucceſsful. — When one of his ſchemes failed 
for the firſt time; when he diſcovered, that 
it was impracticable for him to attain to eight 
millions, and the rank of prince; he took the 
. 2 
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lat reſource of proud avaricious ſharks; he 8 
purchaſed a halter, and tucked himſelf up in 
his own palace. This is the truth of a ſtory, 


which ſo much pains have been taken to con- 


cCeal at Vienna, and this the real end of the 
wealthy banker Fries. From my heart I wiſh, ” 
that every one, who aims to grow rich by 
8 Tharping, monopolizing, and court. favour, 
may experience the ſame fate. 
I could not avoid wiſhing the ſame end (oo 
| the chancellor of the exchequer in Hungary, 
count Graſſalkowitz, who reduced to poverty 
many worthy families, that he might pur- | 
chaſe the title of prince for his heirs, thoſe 
uſeleſs members of the community. Me and 
my children he deprived of ſome millions, in | 
deſpite of all the fundamental laws of the | 
realm; and in ſending to his own houſe wag- 
gons laden wich gold, filver, and valuables, - 
for which he never accounted. to the exche- ö 
quer, he committed an actual robbery. All 
Hungary knows, that he was a poor charity 
ſcholar, never cariied on any buſineſs, and | 


yet left behind him ſix millions. 'This-ſum 


he could not t certainly have ſaved out of his 
55 „ | _Talary's 


(2 
falary : conſequently he could not have ar- 


1 quired it by honeſt means. A ſigh eſcapes | 
me unavoidably. Thereſa gave him a com- 
miſſion to plunder, and his children have 
married into ſuch families, and are allied 660 
ſo many grandes, that it is utterly impoſſible 
for me or my children ever to obtain our 
right. He is now dead; and his ſon, at pre- 
ſent a prince among princes, as a S. v. 
'D*#*#k is amongſt jackpuddings, ſtruts in 
coſtly furs, purchaſed with the property of 
the family of Trenck, inſtead of going hum 
bly as he ought clad i in Hungarian frieze. . 
| wiſh him that heaven in which Fries is now 
counting his ducats; and I pray, that the 
Heirs of my misfortunes may have better op- 5 
portunity to execute what my exceſſive high- 
mindedneſs led me to neglect. If the preſent 
monarch read theſe pages, may he do more 
- | than his predeceſſors in the cauſe of juſtice, : 
and fulfil the duties of a prince, when I in my 
grave pity thoſe who muſt, bow before the 
4 wealthy privileged robbers of a court. The 1 
emperor Joſeph would not make reparation; a 
che emperor Leopold could not; and I am 
vol. Th: -L: „% = 
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too old, too long illereated, too well ac- 
quainted with the world, to take freſh humi- 
lating ſteps before a young prince, who will 
not impeach the fame of his predeceſſors, for 
the ſake of doing juſtice to a man, who can- 
not lead an army into the field, and who neg- 
Je ted the opportunity he once had to make 
8 himſelf of conſequence. | 


Hut to return to the biography of Joſeph. 


This potentate, who only ſought occaſion | 
for war, and with raw uncultivated talents, 
5 wiſhed to 1mitate the great Frederic, of whom 
however he formed an erroneous judgment, 
_ ſuffered himſelf eaſily to be involved in a 
quarrel with Turkey, to which he was led 
principally by the Ruſſian ambaſſador at Vi- 


Enna, prince Gallitzin, whom I well knew, 


and always conſidered as the moſt dangerous 
enemy of the houſe of Auſtria; yet was he 
| the oracle of the emperor, and inviegled 
him into that pit which was dug for him * 
„ the politicians of the north. 


The penetrating Frederic ſaid ten years 


before to his miniſter, who warned him againſt 
the ms Ho of n! 


1 


K 
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All the endeavours in the world will not 
keep him at peace for ſix years: for in leſs 


| than that time, if he have no employment 
r | abroad, he will turn every thing topſyturvey 
1 home, and will have edles on every 
- = ſide. 8 | 
e | He who knew that monarch as . ad, and : 


2 7 9 his conduct, will ea evident 


on | tokens of the great Frederic in this juſt pre- 
ts, | diction. Yet he ſoon thought proper, when 
»m | diſcontent in general prevailed among the 
-nt, | ſubjects of Joſeph, to bring a Turkiſh war 
ial upon his hands, to weaken him without tres: 
led | ble, as actually happened, then to humble 


Vi- | him, and to become the dictator of Europe. 
new, Joſeph ſuffered himſelf to be ſeduced, in- 


rous | conſiderately broke looſe, and formed a plan 
as hel of operations, that ruined his ar my, exhauſted #2 


gled} his treaſure, unmaſked the tragedy hero, and 


m by expoſed him in his real ſtate of nakednefs: . 
I whereby he loſt all eſteem, power, and the 


fame he ſought ; nay, ultimately his reputa- 


rs te —— — — 


tion, his honour, the love of his ſubjects, and 
Even his life; ; leaving to tlie heir of his crown 


| 
| 
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an herculean taſk, to preſerve his dominions 
from utter ruin. His campaigns, his military 
operations, evince neither the great man nor 

the hero. Hiſtory records not another in- 

Nance of two hundred thouſand men ſo con- 
temptibly, ſo badly conducted, ſo inactively 

led to the ſlaughter. No ſooner, however, 
had he quitted the army, and relinquiſhed the 
part of a hero, for which he was formed nei- 
ther by nature nor art, to men who, taught 
by experience, underſtood the trade, but the 
face of things was wholly changed: and now 
Frederic thought proper to dictate the ne plus 

| ultra, and | earn laws to enftebled Auſ- 


The treacherous ſcheme of bp Bel- 
grade i in the midſt of peace, though it failed 
from the ſtupid meaſures taken, will remain 
an eternal blot in the hiſtory of the rights ol 
nations. No man of honour can attempt tc 

juſtify it; and here the heart of e ſtand} 

| fully diſplayed. 155 

Indeed a ſtriking 1 was obſervabl 

in this potentate, whom nature intended to 


the ſlaye of ambition. 


: Hl 


ES. x ) : 
He poſſeſſed every mental gift requiſite for 


a great prince: but his education was faulty; 
and when he endeavoured to remedy | its de- 
As his diſpo- 
ſition was by nature prone to deſpotiſm, cru- 
elty, and inſenſibility; as he had to do with a 
nation totally depraved, and incapable of be- 
ing amended otherwiſe than by force, and 
| ſevere puniſhments ; as he found inſurmount- 
able obſtacles to every innovation that tended 
DO good; as he was a ſworn enemy to litera - 
ture, of which he had no juſt idea, he would 
actually have been the ſevereſt of ty rants, had 
tus life been of longer duration. © 
93 Here and there a glimmering light appear- : 
| ed, but he would not give himſelf the trouble 
to ſearch after truth. The notions he im- 
| bibed in his childhood he was never able to 
Fo ſurmount, becauſe he wanted the will to for- : 
tify his underſtanding. He began, it is true, 
to ſee, to inquire, to remark the cunning of 


fects, he fell into bad hands. 


the prieſthood, and to reform — but, alas! 


ſtedfaſtneſs was wanting ; ſcruples laid hold of - 
= Is: mind—the emiſſaries of Rome knew how 
do turn his weaknels to their advantage; for- 
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row and repentance ſoon took their turn; and 
the moſt important projects for the weal of 
mankind were ſhaken to their foundations. 
He had the beſt inclinations to break the yoke 
of infantile prejudices --- was aſhamed at his 
adility to imitate the great Frederic, whom 
he had taken as a pattern --- and knelt in ſe- 
eret at the confefli onal, before his indeciſive- 
neſs wou'd permit him to avow himſelf open= 


ly a ſlave of the church. 


It is, no doubt, more becoming for a 
prince, blindly to believe every thing that 
Rome enjoins to be believed, to let others 
perform good works for him, to acquire by 
affiliation a common right in all the privileges 
of franciſcans, capuchins, and monks of every 
der, than to merit heaven by virtuous and 
noble actions of his own. Better is it, more 
eonvenient is it, to let a father confeſſor think 
and pray for him, than laboriouſſy to ſearch Þ 
after truth himſelf. It is very quieting to the 
_ conſcience to diſburden itſelf once a week of 
all its troubles in the lump, and purchaſe 
| heaven by a voluntary abſolution; inftead of 
living as the heretic reprobated by a righteous 


! 


+ 


"Gods © | 


. 
? God, thinks, and the impious atheiſt believe. 
5 he does, to merit acceptance and peace of 
mind by the fulfilment of all their duties to- 
; wards mankind here in this earthly commu- 


BM nity, and rather acting well, than indulging 
iin deeds of ſhame on the ſtrength of pebance, 3 
5 and the vicarious prayers of others. 5 
Thus Joſeph choſe what in his judgment 
FF was the beſt: and his conduct during his ill- 
ness, and at his death, proved, that I formed 
ajuſt opinion of him, at a time when every | 
one hoped he was about to chace from his ter- 
ritories ſuperſtition, and extend the empire of 
reaſon, I obſerved him cloſely 1 in all his pro- 
ceedings for four and twenty years. I ſought 
to gain the confidence of thoſe who had 
brought him up, who were his guides, who 
were as monarchs to him; and I reſolved ever 
to keep at as great a diſtance from him as poſ® = |} 
ſible, an] not to endeavour to ingratiate my- 
telf with him, as his aſſiſt ints and implements 
muſt be the enemics of mankind. 
During his; journey into Ruſſia bs acquired . 
a taſte for governing with clubs and ſcourges . 
and his obſervance of the Huogarians in als. 
L4 55 cbia 
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chia tended not to increaſe his ſenſl bility. 


Like Walachians, he was tempted totreat his 


ſubjects; and puniſhments and tortures were 
invented, which, if diſcloſed, would make all 
men ſhudder. 


He who has beheld the poor wretches con- 
demned to drag veſſels upon the rivers, their 


txnbs laden with chains, their toll almoſt too 38 


_7eve re for human ſtrength, 0 which ſickneſs | 


brought no abatement, nor were the pangs of 


diſeaſe ever mitigated by the expreſſon cf 
pity, till, eaten vp by vermin, they aQtually | 
gave up the ghoſt; he who has obſerved tile 
fearful priſons of Joſeph, where men were 
immured and rivetted faſt in the midſt of 
their own filth ; he who, knowing the man- 
ner in which they were tried, ſaw Zekely, 
licutenant- colonel of the Hungarian guards, 
in the pillory at Vienna, and count Potztatz- 
ky, half cudgelled to death on a ſhip $ gang- 
way, agi and die; ; draws the cu tain over. 
them with grief and horror, enraged againſt 
the unfeelingneſs and deſpotiſm of the tyrant ; b 
paſſes over in ſilence what Le has really een 
aud known, as polteri'y muſt think ſuch ac 


tions 
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tions impoſſible to have taken place in our 
days, and in a chriſtian country; and is glad 
to lee naked from dominions where baſtilles 
are not yet deſtroyed, and where ſuch dread- 
ful ſcenes are not yet impoſſible, | 
Joſeph was naturally inclined to cruelty, 
but he did not exerciſe it till the failure of ſo 
many of his enterprizes augmented his hatred 
of mankind, and rendered his heart obdurate 
to the ſufferings of others. Even in his child- 
hood, when he could get at one of his ſiſter's 
canary- birds, he would pluck off its feathers, 


break its legs, and put it again into the cage 


yet alive. To torture animals, above all o 
ride horſes to death, and to cudgel dogs, were 
his chief amuſements. Even when emperor, 

he would go to Saxenburg, to the falconry, 

at five o'clock in the morning, when the birds 
were to be fed, would ule the pigeon deſ- 
tined for that purpoſe alive in-his hand, turn 


_ it upon its back, and let the falcon devour it 


from the belly upwards, whilſt he obſerved 


5 with ſmiles every convulſive motion of the 


tuffering victim: this was to him the ſuprem " 
enjoyment of lite, 
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He went into the moſt horrible priſons, 
not to beſtow grace on the wretches confined 


in them, but to ſharpen their puniſhments, 


which he viewed with eager eyes, inventing 
new ones himſelf, which would never have 
entered into the mind of a Nero. Even the 
woman who were deſtined to his pleaſures 
were tortured by his hand, as he was inſenſi- 
ble to the ſtimulus of tenderneſs or deſire, I 
Of all the women who fancied they had gan- 
ed Tome aſcendency over him he made a jeſt; M4 
he deſpiſed them after receiving their favours, W 
and in his moſt amorous moments treated 
them like a brute. To prove it I could re- 
late a hundred affecting or ridiculous anec- 
dotes, which modeſty bids me conceal, as 1 
would by no means permit any indelicacy to : | 
ſhock my readers. What follows, however, 31 
1 muſt relate, as it ; ſerves to delineate his 4 f 
: character. 5 3 | 
--.- The emperor Francis died ſuddenly. in 1 1 
arms of an apoplexy, and only prince Dictrich- A 
ſtein was preſent at the ſhocking ſcene. As 1 
| his father lay on his left arm in the agonies of 
deatb, the Tons ſmiling, took the keys out of 


his 


e 4, 

Bis pocket; with his right hand, too impatient 
J till he had breathed his laſt. 
When his mother, Thereſa, was on her 
death- bed, ſhe gave him ſuch a ſevere lecture 
on the badneſs of his heart, that he flung him- 
elf on the floor, wept, and roll ed about in 

| = deſpair. | 
5 Six hours after the empreſs died. Imme- 
diately he repaired to the apartment of the 
chief governante, who was preſent at the fore- 
going ſcene, and ſaid to her, with n fmiling 
countenance and a jeſting mein: 
0 Counteſs, that was a fine Goht a 98 
=_ * hours ago: it was an excellent joke — did. 
_ © you really believe me in earneſt ?” 
** He, who in ſuch circumſtances could ſo 
act, had certainly no ſoul for what is great or 
noble : for the truth of theſe two «necdotes E 
pledge my honour. 
Not for the pleaſure of the chace, but 5 
- from the thirſt of murder, he delighted in 
Fn hunting, where, well guarded, he would plunge 
ais pike again and again into the dying ani- 

39 mals, and liften to their groans as they lay 5 

het defenceleſs growling out their Pangs. Bear- 
CS 5 bebe 
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horle, delivered to wild bears raging with hun- 
ger, was devoured alive, neighing, fnorting, 


; (. 228. 
fights he highly enjoyed; particularly when a 


and rolling his eyes in agony. He permitted the 


ſavage cuſtom of baiting beaſts at Vienna, to 
accuſtom the abject inhabitants to ſuch ſights, 
till an opportunity ſhould offer to make them 
undergo the ſame fate. Theſe were the beſt 
5 of all theatres and ſchools for hangmen, gaok 
ers, commandants, and drill- ſergeants; though | 
they did little honour to the national charac- 
ter; whilſt at them tender- hear ted females 
ſhouted applauſe, when a bear had ſeized a 
ſwine and torn out his bowels, and the min- 
gled uproar of drums, trumpets, and the cries 
of the animal tickled their ears; or a dog, 
his belly rip; bed up by the tuiks of a wild boar, 
- lay ſprawing 1a the ring, to gratify their 


eyes. Nay, the more barbarity the keepers 
diſplayed, in dragging the poor beaſts to the 


fight from their Jens with their iron crooks, 


the more was the reputation of the bear-gar- 
dens enhanced. 


Joſeph loved only hunting at force, as 


the tag, panting to eſcape, lolted out the 


tong ue 
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tongue with fatigue, and received from the 
| hand-of majeſty the death blow, that put an 
end to his torment. Unhappy the land, of 
whoſe ſovereign war and ſavage hunting are 
the occupations! From doing good Joſeph 
derived no ſatisfaction; the buſineſs of go- 
vernment was ſoon a burden to him; and, 
as he never read a book, was a ſtranger to the 
ſciences, and avoided the ſociety of all men 
who were wiſer than himſelf; he ſoon found | 
time hang heavy on his hands, and ſought 5 
war, and long journeys, to paſs it away. In 
war, however he was timid, intrenched him- 
ſelf, and remained inactive before far inferior 
forces; ; and was the ſole occaſion, that a 
hundred and fifty thouſand ſoldiers, who might - 
have attacked and defeated the enemy with 
cale, periſhed 1 in hoſpitals for want of proper 
care. Thus he was a feeble general, a weak 
5 lawgiver, a ſevere judge, and conſequently a 
prince unfortunate in all his undertakings. 1 
wrote the following lines for his epitaph. 


42 eph attempted much completed nought, 
bed But what to all his ſubjects ſorrow . | 
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private he kept a 
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In his funeral ſermon, which I publiſhed, 


with permiſſion, at Vienna, 1 inſerted the fol- 
lowing paſlage. | 
Over his grave his ſubjetts have fuſi- 
as cient reaſon to ſhed tears; but not derived 
e from that ſource whence they ought to flow.” 
Vet had he ſome good qualities. He was 
ko. but employed himſelf too much 
nin: trifles. He appeared humane and open- 
hearted, and in ſociety was a pleaſant com- 
Panion; yet in his heart he made a jeſt of. 
every man without exception. He was al- 
ways ſober, temperate in his meals, and drank 
no wine; but in the gratification of his luſts 
he was brutiſhly immoderate. In little things vx 
mean and avaricious, he was prodigal i in great f 
ones, when they indulged favourite paſſions, 
his pride, his obſtinacy, or his ambition. Ii, 
a black book, in which he 
wrote the names of perſons, whom, at a pro- 1 
per time, he intended to perſecute and ruin. - 
This his ſucceſſor burnt, without opening it. 

His truly heroic enterprize againſt the 
| Romiſh hierarchy would have been an eternal | 
monument to his honour, had he not wavered 

in 
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_ obſtacles removed, and the victory over ſu- 


perſtition certain. The freedom of the preſs. 
had already performed miracles— bur the re- 


1 volution i in Brabant alarmed him, and ſhewed 
him, that a tyrant needs the aſſiſtance of the 
= church, to co-operate with him in his attempts 
on the liberties of mankind. The French 
revolution added to his terror; and the cun- 
ning monks judiciouſſy repreſented the devil 
in ſuch a fearful ſhape to his unſettled mind, 


that he tell into the loweſt gulf of fanati- - 


ciſm. 


The ſtate, ider at have gained c con- 


ſiderable ſums by the ſuppreſſion of ſo many 
monaſteries, had the commiiſioners employ- 
” ed on the occaſion been honeſt diſintereſted 
1 | men. The imprudent Wars, however, entered 
| into by the emperor, diſſipated more than 


twice the amount; and his truly expenſive : 
Journeys, which were of no ſervice either to 
himſelf or his people, counteracted every 


1 ſcheme that tended to enrich the treaſury, and 


in fact rendered it empty. His amours coſt 
him little, as they extended only to girls of a 


bow 
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low chſs, who made no heavy demands orr 
his purſe. In Paris, indeed, and in Venice, 
they plucked him a little. Vet, though he 
thus ſaved his money, he paid dearly in his 
health, as the diſeaſes conſequent to an inter- 
courſe with fuch women conducted him, by a 
painful death, at an early period, to his tomb. 
is inclination to make his dominions 
proſperous, and to correct abuſes on all ſides, | 
was certainly good: but he was too precipitate 
in every thing, heaped ordinances upon ordt- 
nances, half digeſted his projects, was too 5 
ſhort-ſighted 1 in their application, indeciſive 1 
in his conduct, never conſiſtent with himſelf, 
. haſty 1 in iſſuing edicts, obſcure and equivocal 1 
in his expreſſions, adviſing with his counſel | | 
after he had expedited his decrees, which | 
| were then followed by explanatory acts, and 
ſoon after repealed. Multifariouſneſs and ob- 
ſcurity in laws are the moſt certain ſigns of "2 
weak legiſlator : and no where can theſe be 
more conſpicuous than in his code, which 


ſome pettifogger muſt have ſeraped together; 


for ſince its uſe lawſuits have been multiplied 
without end, counſellors and attorneys have 
N been 
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e 
been enriched; the judges are not a whit more 
honeſt ; injuſtice and deceit have no check, 

and all who are oppreſſed may ſigh unpitied. 
Another proof of his weakneſs appears in his 
attention to tale- bearers, and whiſperers of 
ſcandal. All Vienna and Hungary ſwarmed 
with penſioned ſpies, who had it in their 
power to ruin the moſt honeſt of mankind. 
en the commoneſt ſtrumpets were employ⸗ 
ed by him for this purpole ; ; and his private 
ſociety could boaſt no great, no learned, no 
enlightened ma. : Eh, © 
With all the cunning he 3 he was 
more deceived than any of his predeceſſors, 
as all things united to blind his eyes, impoſe 
on his credulity, and weary him out; whilſt 
o many projects wandered through his brain, 
that he maturely conſidered none of them, 
ſtumbled at the moſt ſuperficial obſtacles, and 
had too little fir mnels to perſevere in a labo- 
rious undertaking, whence he was ever wa- 
vering and ondecided. 
His inconſiſtency will ever remain 1 wonder- 8 
ful. He apptared an enemy to monks; yet 
knelt before them at the conleſſonal. From 
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places of pilgrimage he ordered the votive 
tables to be removed; yet, in conſequence of 
a vow, on recovering from an inflammation 
that had attacked his organs of ſight, himſelf 
offered at the ſhrine of my a DO of golden- 
ONES: 14 


2 
——Uä 2 —ꝓ — . — 324 


the groſs abuſes of religion, againſt the tricks 
and impoſtures of monks; yet he daily count- 
ed his beads, to obtain abſolution. He wiſh- 
cd to act the part of an hero; yet he never 
ventured to attack the weakeſt of all poſſible 4 
enemies; diſplayed the cowardlineſs of his il 
heart on every occaſion ; remained a whole 5 
year inactive before Belgrade, ſaw his beſt 3 | 
| ſoldiers bleed unrevenged, and his ignomini- 71 
ous retreat from Schupaneck, with his reput= | Z 
ed invincible army, when he had nothing to 3 3 
ſear, will remain an eternal record of en 1 
in the military hiſtory of Auſtria, He wiſhed | 
to be beloved; yet acted in the moſt arbitrary 1 
manner. He wiſhed to be thought juſt; yer % 
| ſuffered unjuſt judges to go unpuniſhed, | He $ z 

: wiſhed to be an economiſt ; yet t ſquandered 3F 
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He permitted poupte to write - openly wa 


the 


(* 
the public treaſure i in his own arbitrary and 
obſtinate meaſures. 

In ſeeking to promote induſtry, he annihi- | 
+ lated it, In ſeeking to improve the internal 
= conſtitution of his ſtates, he offended all claſſes 
of men, occaſioned diſcontent and commo- 
tions; and at fo i improper a time engaged i in- 
a Turkiſh war, the conſequences of which 
muſt inevitably fruſtrate all his deſigns. 
le was deſirous to appear juſt, without 
= being ſo: inflited puniſhments arbitrarily, | 
and never rewarded with willingneſs ; par- 
IH doned none, and aggravated the ſentences of 
5 criminals, without regarding the laws. Na- 
ture beſtowed on him an underſtanding, which 
| H | he knew not how to employ. A flave ro ſu- 


R perſtition, he wiſhed to ſeem ſuperior to its 
if prejudices, In ſhort, conſidered in a true 
> FE Ught, he was a ſingular man. Actually wiſer 
| FF than any of his predeceſſors, he yet threw | 
F every thing | into ſuch confuſion, that the total 


t deſtruction of the Auſtrian monarchy muſt 

bf have enſued, had he lived half a year longer, = 
and not been ſucceeded by a mild, prudent, 
laborious man, capable of accommodating 
3 mattes 
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of Reichenbach. Joſeph's ſneering look, and 
biting raiilery, were ſufficient to prevent every 
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matters in time, and effecting the convention 


phyſiognomiſt, every man of ſagacity, from 


placing the leaſt confidence in him: His me- 
mory was ſtrong: he had ſearnt abroad many 
bon mots, many ſentences, many expreſſions, 

which ke conld introduce very patly upon oc 
caſion: he ſtudied overnight what he mould 
produce the next day, to appear a man of 
wit and learning: and as a mona:ch he had 
it always in his pc wer to lead the converſation 
to any premeditated ſubject, on which he 


would excite admiration. | 
Every ſtranger, who knew him not, won- 

dered at the extent of his knowledge : but he 

who ſifted him thoroughly, and ſought ſub- 


ſtantial proofs, found it all ſuperficial, and 


nothing but a chaos at bottom. On ſuch oc- 


caſions, lie would break off the converſation : 
abi uptly, to prevent a detection of his weak- WE 
neſs. On this account all his projects were 


ſue to fail: on this account his imitation of 
the great F rederic. ſucceeded lo ny, that he 
mut 
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muſt inevitably be the jeſt of every 1 man of 
underſtanding. 


At firſt, before I well knew him, I travail- 


ed much, and did much for him. 


He knew, that I had ſome credit with the 


late Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſl, and propoſed 
to me, to endeavour to get into his ſervice. 
general Schlieffen, whom he wiſhed to em- 
ploy as a financier. My anſwer was : 


The Landgrave was my benefactor, when 
he was governor of Magdeburg. I cannot 


bchave to him like an ungrateful ſcoundrel. 
Pour majeſty has not furniſhed me with cre- 
dentials to his court, and 1 will not 80 chither 
* AS A ſpy, and a kidnapper. 


On my return from Berlin, he wanted to 
1 from me the names of the Brabantine 


and Hungarian deputies, who ſought protec- 
tion there. I told him, that I knew nothing 
of the matter. He did not believe me; but 
he ſaw, that I was no ſpy, no informer z and Z 
5 his looks told me what he thought. 5 


In the Bavarian war, a 1 have already ob- | 


ined, 1 was to raiſe a corps, and e my 
native country. 


This 


1 
This propoſal I Aatly rejected, and this in- 
creaſed his ſuſpicions. As I had accepted. 
and received for five years, a penſion from 
the then king of Pruſſia, on every occaſion he 
was ready to ſhow me diſpleaſure and con- 
| tempt, ſo that I had determined to bid adieu =. 
To his dominions, had he not left this world. "4 
My journey into Hungary i in the year 178 75 
and the ſtriking manner in which I was there | 
received and reſpected, eſpecially as he knew 3 
that 1 had millions to demand there, and found =_ 
to much eſteem and diſtinction at Berlin, en- f 
hanced my danger from a prince, who was 
readier to puniſh than reward, and who . 
thought no pure virtue could exiſt in the ; 'F 
breaſt of a man that had been injured. Now |: 
however, it is generally known, that I remain- 
ed an honeſt man to both parties, and acted 
in a very tickliſh ſituation with honour and |*# 
eſteem, regardleſs c of my own advantage, and F 
of my juſt revenge: and this is my reward. 1 
Fond of ſpies and informers, Joſeph was 5 bi 
but the more deceived, He paid them well, I 
to the coſt of many an honeſt man. His in- 
timates were mean contemptible perſons; and 
15 with 
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with theſe he would converſe for hours. The 
celebrated Hundmichl, as he was called, a 
great thief, named Groſſing, and ſome others 
of the like ſtamp, were his private news- 
mongers, whom he moſt graciouſly cudgelled 
for his amuſement, and the moment after 
ſhook hands with ee, and employed as 


his pimps. 


Enough: I have already Rid more of the 


man than I wiſhed. I could fill a volume 


with anecdotes. ſcarcely credible, of which £ 


know for a certainty the truth. Theſe I leave 
to his biographer, who, no more addicted to 
flattery than myſelf, has from conſequences | 
leſs to dread. God be praiſed, that he reſts 
in his grave, and has left not ſuch another | 
_ ruler behind him. Me he repaid with the 
blackeſt ingratitade, fulfilling none of his 
promiſes to me, and for my children doing | 
nothing: my rights he ſuffered to be invaded 
with impunity, and by deluſive pretences 
* robbed me of four and twenty years of my 
F lite, which moſt aſſuredly I could have em- 
= ployed more to my adyantage in other coun- 
tries. At leaſt every honeſt writer is Juſtified 5 
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rence, and ſay: 
long in Auſtria, Trenk > Certainly it was 
not a country for men like thee. bo 
Ihe judicium militare mixtum, conſiſting of _ 
military men and regimental judges; or juſti- 
ces, was my forum competens, my proper court, 4 
as I wore an uniform. . 
Prince Charles Lichtenſtein, a man of x pro- 9 
i bity and noble ſentiments, was preſident; but I 
me ſeldom ſat on the bench. The humane, 
juſt, and ſagacious general F aber, over whoſe 
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In proclaiming the truth of departed tyrants; 
and biographers who flatter princes deſtitute 


of ſoul betray poſterity. Joſeph would have 


loſt all his dominions had his hfe been pro- 


longed. Had he poſſeſſed the talents anq T 


good fortune of Frederic, he would have 


ſpread ſlaughter and devaſtation far and wide. 
I will now give a true picture of a court 
of juſtice at Vienna, as I promiſed, for which 
I have legal documents and proofs in my 
= hands. = 
ſuit to litigate, v will e bog ſtart with abhor- - 4 
hy didſt thou live o iy 


Then every reader, who has a juſt 


head four {core ſummers had now paſſed, 
was to preſide in his abſence. Unfortunately 


AY 
PT 


A 


n 


he was an invalid; fo afflicted with the gout, 


that the greater part of the year he was con- 
fined to his bed: of courſe he did not often 
make his appearance. After him the preſi- 
dentſhip devolved on general baron Kæſporn, 
an honeſt man, unſkilled however in the law, 
which he had not ſtudied, and unable to con- 
tend with the diſputatious pertifog gers, by 
whom he was overpowered. A peaceable 
man, he ſat quiet on the bench and ſeldom 


© contradifted what was ſaid: beſides, he was 


the only ſoldier there, and had but one voice. 
The 1 as s they are called, or e 


= were Zetto von Keie 0 counſellor 


1 of regency, and an auditor of the name of 
1 Demſcher. 5 
Zietto was ſpeaker, and firſt referendary. 

He was notorious in Vienna, as the greateſt 


= raſcal and perverter of juſtice, who boggled 
4 at no deed of 1 iniquity, laviſhed all he could 
ſerape together on ſtrumpets, and left his 


wife and children in want. But he had 1 
handſome daughter, Who viſited the emperor; 


and through her intereſt he ſat as referendary 
vor. III. 8 | „1 EE 
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on the ſeat of juſtice. Prince Lichtenſtein too 
was an immoderate lover of the fair ſex, and 
protected him for ſimilar reaſons: three times 
he paid his debts for him, and twice he ſaved 


him from the gallows, for the ſake of his fa- 


mily. This bad man at that time governed 
the whole bench, as he was poſſeſſed of cun- 
ning, fluency of ſpeech, and the practice of 
the courts, in the higheſt degree; and he 
would have been an excellent referendary, had 
- he been capable of acting as an honeſt man. 


Demſcher had not wealth enough to ſup- 


port the prodigality of his domeſtic arrange- 
ments, and therefore availed himſelf of a fine | 
daughter, whom Wetzlar the jew had gotten WV 
with child and ſupported. His hate to me 
was unbounded; as, being a zealot, he fancied 


himſelf making an acceptable ſacrifice to God 


in perſecuting me as a heretic. He was my 
reſerendaty in a certain cauſe, laid his deciſion 
before the council, it was approved, and he 
privately ſubſtituted inſtead of it another. to- 
tally different. W hen this made its appear- 
ance, having paſſed the ſupreme court, thoſe Wl 

; who were Peet knew it not to be that I] 
which (W 
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which had before been read. It was injuriou 
to the honour both of me and my attorney 
Dorfner. It was obliged to be preſented to 


us. Icried aloud for juſtice, and my attorney 


* demanded public reparation. This he ob- 

/ | tained, as it was unavoidable, and Demſcher 

: aſked his pardon. To me, however, none 

was given : and the ſentence was put i in force, 

to my g great injury. e 
This very man now # 505 as a 1 judge and re- 

ferendary in the ſupreme military court. 


Heaven defend me from ever in to ſeek 


juſtice 1 in it! 
To his place ſucceeded the counſellor of 
regency baron Waldſtætten. He was poor, 
and had in due form let his wife to baron 
Krechtler, the fon of a wealthy contractor, 75 
who kept the houſe, allowed the huſban d ſix 


9 | thouſand florins a year for his private ex- 

4 | pences, and lived publicly with the baroneſs 
- F5 his miſtreſs. Krechtler died in leſs than 
cso years, and left a fortune of more than 


two millions to the daughter, then three years 
N ed, whom he believed to be his own child, 
M2 tho 


ugh 
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on the ſeat of juſtice. Prince Lichtenſtein too 
was an immoderate lover of the fair ſex, and 

protected him for ſimilar reaſons: three times 
he paid his debts for him, and twice he ſaved 
him from the gallows, for the ſake of his fa- 
mily. This bad man at that time governed 
the whole bench, as he was poſſeſſed of cun- 
ning, fluency of ſpeech, and the practice of 
the courts, in the higheſt degree; and he 5 
would have been an excellent referendary, had 
he been capable of acting as an honeſt man. 
| Dernſcher had not wealth enough to ſup- 7 
port the prodigality of his domeſtic arrange- Y 
ments, and therefore availed himſelf of a fine 
davghter, whom Wetzlar the jew had gotten 34 
with child and ſupported. His hate to me 
was unbounded; as, being a zealot, he fancied 13 
himſelf making an acceptable ſacrifice to God 

in perſecuting me as a heretic. He was my | 
Telerendaty in a certain cauſe, laid his deciſion 1 
before the council, it was approved, and he 3 
= privately ſubſtituted inſtead of 1 it another. to- 1 
rally different. When this made its appear-⸗- 
ancc, having paſſed the ſupreme court, thoſe ZI 
WhO were e Knew it not to be chat 1 [| 


1 
which had before been read, It was injuriou 
to the honour both of me and my attorney 
Dorfner. It was obliged to be preſented to 
us. I cried aloud for juſtice, and my attorney 
demanded public reparation. This he ob- 
tained, as it was unavoidable, and Demſcher 
aſked his pardon. To me, however, none 
was given: and the ſentence was put in force, : 


= to my g great injury. 


This very man now fits as a judge and ri re 
ferendary in the ſupreme military court. 


Heaven defend me from ever having to ſeek 


juſtice in R 
Jo his place ſucceeded che counſellor of 


regency baron Waldſtætten. He was poor, 


and had in due form let his wife to baron 
3 Krechtler, the ſon of a wealthy contractor, 
who kept the houſe, allowed the huſband ſix 


4 thouſand forins a year for his private ex- 


W pecnces, and lived publicly with the baroneſs _ 


2 as his miſtreſs. Krechtler died in leſs than 7 
= two years, and left a fortune of more than 
two millions to the daughter, then three years T 
id, whom he believed C0 be his own child, 

3 | = eh 


ugh 
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"though the bore the name of the . 
father. 
Whether a man who ſo baſely makes mo- 
ney of his wife be a fit-perſon to occupy the 
ſeat of judgment; whether juſtice can be ex- 
pected, from one who lives without honour, 1 
and who has rendered his intereſted ſpirit ſo 
notorious ;1 leave to the deciſion of my 3 
reader, nd. particularly to bim by whom ; 

; Judges are elected. BY 
The ſecretary of this college, the fon of a 71 

-” ſubtle counſellor at law, one Fillenbaum, eſq. 1 
led the whole, and ſpoke more in the council # 
than all the reſt who were preſent; whilſt 1 

Z etto and he played into each others hands, 1 
as they traded in partnerſhip, and ſhared all 2 
their booty. He was particularly protected 9 
by prince Lichtenſtein, becauſe his handſome 1 

| wife had formerly been the prince's miſtreſs. 1 
Indeed Fillenbaum with much vanity ſhewed 
his eldeſt ſon to every body, boaſting that he 
was the child of the prince, who, as he de- ä 
dlared, gave him a preſent of three hundred 33 
ducats at his is chntemng.. bt 
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The knave Zetto laboured in concert with 
this artful pettifogger, and procured him the 
adminiſtration of the beſt eſtates, on which 
they battened together. NN 
Thus by Zetto's direction Fillenbaum was 

appointed truſtee in my caſe, and within two 

years he pocketted upwards of four thouſand 


florins belonging to his truſt, beſide injuring it | 


to three times that amount. 
8 If Zetto had any re port to make for me, 
it remained unnoticed till I had made Fillen- 
baum a preſent of a cheſt of Champaigne, or 
a purſe of fifty ducats, to quicken Mr. Re- 


porter: then the booty was divided 1 in a bro- 


= Vienna — 5 


therly manner. 


How poor wards fared i in the hands of ſuc 1 N 
truſtees I will here explain. 


Every year the truſtee makes out his ac- 
count, and delivers it to the council. A 
Zetto takes it to examine and report; conſe- 
quently the truſtee is always commended, and 
his account paſſed by the whole college. 


1 will give. an inſtance known to all 7 
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girl, was a ward of the court, with a fortune 


truſtee concerted a plan with a vagabond, 
who gave himſelf out for a count, but was in : 
realty a montenegrine banditto, and a deteſ- 
table fellow. With the guardian's conſent, 
the marriage contract was drawn up, and a 
_ conſiderable jointure ſettled on the bride. She, 
with her worthy mother, was now ſummoned 


widow oppoſed the marriage, and, with all H 
the eloquence of a parent, demanded protec- 1 
tion for her only child. — The daughter did Y 
the ſame, fell on her knees, and declared, 

| "that ſhe could not marry a man fo ſavage:— 
| Nought availed ; nought excited the com- 

miſeration of the judges. Zetto carried the 
buſineſs t through, and the marriage was judi- 

_ cially decreed. The bridegroom received E 
the capital from the hands of Zetto and the 9 
: truſtee, not without a conſiderable deduction, 'F 
no doubt, and ſpeedily departed with his wife 4 
for Hungary. Here he lived three months, A 
anended ** his fellow banditti in ſplendid 3} 


(6246) 


The daughter of an officer, a handſome / 


of eighteen or twenty thouſand florins. The 


before the court of Vienna. The reſpectable 


es. 
Ive r 1 3» We 
© 


e 
liveries. At length, after having ufed his 
wife cruelly, he quitted the country, leaving 
| her naked, pennyleſs, and with child. 
The mother now repaired to Vienna, de- 
manding pity, demanding juſtice. No heed 
being given to her complaints, ſhe fled to the 
emperor. He, according to the Vienna cuſ- 
tom, ſent the caſe to be examined into by the 
very court in which the ſhameful deed had 
taken place. It may ealily be imagined = 
what kind of a report was made on it, for 
their own juſtification, by thoſe by whom t 
had been perpetrated. The monarch could 
not refuſe credit to them, and all hope of 
compenſation was fruſtrated. As if this had ; 
| not been ſufficient, the weeping mother was 
driven away by the officers of the court, as a 
frivolous and vexatious complainant, her pe- 
tition was trodden under foot, and the unfor- 
tunate daughter lives now in the greateſt mi- 


ſery. I myſelf gave her an w alms when the 


hy- in. 


Nor was this all. A thouſand Sai gin : 
remained due, which were not paid with the 
5 reſt to the bridegroom, as they were not forth 


M4. coming 


. 
coming. T he deſerted wife fell on her knees 
before the court, and prayed for this money 
for her ſupport. The infamous guardian, 
however, proteſted that her baptiſmal regiſter 


had been falſified, and that ſhe was not of 7 


age. Zetio admitted it, and faid, that the 
5 money belonged to the child, not to the wife; 


and ſhe received not a ſingle farthing. This 


was the ſentence of the very man, who did not 
5 ſay that ſne was a minor, when he delivered 
her and her fortune into the hands of a 
ſharper. ? 
Thus fare wards in Vienna; and fimilar 15 
eccurrences are by no means rare. What i is 
worſt of all, advocates or attorneys, who can 
purchaſe the protection of the judges, are al- 
| ways choſen for guardians and truſtees, 1 
knew one attorney who had forty three wards, 
and regularly took his percentage without 
cheating himſelf; not to mention that he well 
knew how to make out a bill of expenſes. 


TW Thus, too, the celebrated Zetto and F illen- 


baum had a number of eſtates to adminiſter; 


955 even I, in the lxtieth year of 1 my age, found = 


myſelf 
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myſelf obliged to be their pupil, and to lie at 
the mercy of ſuch knaves. | 

The other aſſiſtants in this judicio militari 
 mixlo, were a good, old, but eaſy, counſellor 
54 of regency, and a ſubmiſſive notary, whoſe 
} pen was guided by Fillenbaum. 
be ge rig I ſhall cireumſtanti- : 


bimſaf if hs ſhould ie my narrative. The 


: of Mr. von Weyrauch, ſolicitor to the court, 
who conducted the cauſe for me with great _ 
credit, and actually gained it againſt the bench. 
Such a caſe is not to be paralleled in Vienna, 
andevery honeſt man muſt ſhudder at it when 
told. I ſhall not conceal a ſingle circum- 
ſtance, as it will = Rom the documents, 
5 if Ker be examined. 55 : 
7 J lived at the time ao my family i in the 
4 free Imperial town of Aix, and drew my pen- 
don from the military cheſt in Bruſſels. 

5 Thither I ſent my quarterly acquittance, 
10 order to receive the money, but had for 
answer, chat my penſion was ſtopped by the 
= ſupreme military court at Vienna, on account 
mM *y e of 


acta and probata are at Vienna, in the hands 
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of a bill of exchange of feven hundred florins, 
with one and twenty years intereſt in arrear, 
which, having been caſt, T had been condemn- 
ed to pay. 
Now I knew, that 1 was -indeberd to no 
man upon earth, and I had never heard a 
ſingle word ofthe lawſuit. I knew Vienna: 
the affair appeared to me aſtoniſhing : at the, 
ſuame time it rouſed my ſenſe of honour. Im- 
mediately I took poſt, and haſtened to Vienna, 
a diſtance of 130 miles. Here I learnt, that 
one Buſſy, an attorney, an aſſiſtant of Zetto, 
had ſued me for a bill of exchange of ſeven 
5 hundred florins, dated 17 53, and payable to 3 
one Fleiſchmann, who was hung for ſwindling I 
and forgery fifteen years ago. F 


The cauſe was formally conducted in the 


judicio militari mixto, and falſe poſtmarks oF 
from Alx were produced, ſo that 1 was re- 
_gularly nonſuited, and condemned to pay the 
Zetto, the reporter on the occaſion, 
Was in concert with Buſſy, had himſelf forged 
| the bill, and always made falſe reports: | hence 
2 ſurreptitious ſentence was by no means im- 3 
poſſible to be obtained, and its confirmation 
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Iv the ſupreme military court was procured 
by ſimilar means. | 


There was in Vienna no | inſtance of much 
a ſentence of both upper and Tower courts be- 
ing repealed. 

1 had no doubt about the matter; however 


I demanded my note. This was refuſed me 

with inſolence, under the pretext, that a copy of 

it had been ſent me, that IJ had taken no no- 
tice of i it, and that now 2 deciſion had been 
= made. 


Immediately I went to the emperor, com- 


plained aloud of an evident fraud, and re- 
queſted a rule for a new trial. My charging 


the ſupreme military court with a falſe judg- 
ment incenſed him highly: but I aſſerted my 


= right, and offered to prove it, on pain of 
bdodceing rendered publicly infamous. This put 


him to a ſtand; he granted me e the rule, and : 


wiſhed me ſucceſs. 


I now ſought a counſel: no one, however, 8 


would accept my brief, in a cauſe of injuſtice 


and forgery, , againſt two courts of juſtice, for 


fear of making enemies. At lerg: h found 
the honeſt court ſolicitor Wm He ſaw 


M4 CT through 


( 252) 
through the buſineſs at once, perceived the 
conduct of Zetto, and undertook tige cauſe. 
He appeared in court with the rule: Zetto 
ſtormed, abuſed him, threw the rule at him 
as an inſult to the court, and endeavoured to 
frighten him, by threatening that he ſhould 


i® 
be put in irons, and conſigned to a tipſtaff, if | 


he engaged | in ſuch a malicious cauſe and loſt 

Weyrauch, nevertheleſs, continued firm; 
= demanded a day for the inſpection of the 
note, and for producing it in open court. 


Well aware, that I had a wife and children 


at Aix-la-Chapelle, and of courſe could not 
remain long at Vienna, on account of the 
expence, this was put off for ſix weeks; 


though, in a caſe ſo urgent, it ought to have 


i been appointed within three days. At length 1 Y 
the day was fixed. I appeared in perſon. In- 
| ſtead of the or iginal, however, an authentica- 
ted copy from the regiſter only was produced. 


In the courſe of the proceſs it appeared from 


the records, that the regiſter, being bribed, 
had actually given in a falſe copy. This was 
legally proved, but when ſentence \ was given 
it remained unpuniſhed, 2 


My 


3 
788 


(4253) 

My attorney now preſſed for producing the 
original, according to law, to prove it a for- 

gery. This ſhou'd have been done imme- 


diately; but Zetto contrived to put it off for 
two months. The plaintiff now did not ap- 
pear. Here was a freſh delay of ſix weeks. 
At length the original was brought forward. 


On the firſt view of it all the judges were 


at a ſtand. In three different places of the 
bill, the ſum and date had been eraſed, 10 as | 
t leave holes | in the paper. 


175 4, was ee at . FRA 2 b. 


ferent hand. A monk, a father confeſſor at 


Vienna, made oath, that he was preſent when 


I paid this: and my attorney proved, that I 

had heen five months in priſon at Magdeburg, 

at the time when this receipt was given. 

When the bill was held up to the light, it ap- 

peared clearly, that it was a note of mine for 
one hundred florins, which had been changed N 
4 S into ſeven hundred. The figure one was ſtill _ 
diginguiſhable, and a ſeven was written over 
it. The proper date, too, was 1751, which 
agreed with the account book of the office, 


then 
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chen produced, in which it appeared, that my 
note to Fleiſchmann for a hundred florins had 
been paid. All this was proved beyond diſ- 
pute at the firſt fitting. Every one faid 
the bill is forged, null and not valid Now 
began Zetto to hold forth with all his elo-— 
quence, and to maintain, that it was a matter 
of too much importance to accuſe the judges 
of an error ſo peremptorily. Buſſy, previ- 
ouſſy tutored by him, requeſted that he might 
| be allowed to produce witneſſes ; and it was 
decreed, that this weighty cauſe ſhould be 
carried through 1 in due form. 
hoped to gain time: knowing, = 
not remain at Vienna, and imagining, that he : 
could ſoon get the beter of my attorney, by 0 
new frauds. 
What was now to be done! I was obliged : 
to give my attorney full powers to act for me, 
and return to Aix-la-Chapelle, without ſeeing 5 
my cauſe finiſhed, notwithſtanding I had re- | 
mained eight months at Vienna on account of 
it alone. Is not the infamy of the proceed- 
ings a chis court ſufficiently evident, when 


ho 


By this Zetto A 
that I could 


* 
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eight months were thus waſted before the 
cauſe came to its firſt hearing? 
It may not be improper in this ſtage of the 
buſineſs to give my reader a key to the whole 
affair, 
On my unfortunate journey to Dantzic, 
in the year 1754, I left my ſplendid equipage, 
andall my papers, with the regiment in Hun- Fo 
gary. When I returned ten years after, T 
found only one of the lieutenants living. The 
colonel, the quarter- maſter, and all my com- 
rades, were dead, or diſmiſſed. What be- 
came of my equipage I could never learn, 
and 1 was told, that my papers had been ſent 
to Vienna, to counſellor Huettner. He, how- 
ever, profeſſed to know nothing of them. 
| Urged by vexation I left Auſtria, and lived 
_ fourteen years at Aix-la Chapelle, as I have 
related in the former part of my hiſtory. 
Through accident, or ſomething worſe, my 
papers muſt have fallen into the hands of 
AZetto. Amongſt them he found this note 
for a hundied florins, which I had for- 
gotten to cancel, made the alterations in it, 
took advantage of my abſence, employed 
Buffy the attorney as his coadjutor; Buſſy 
Was 
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( 256 ) 
was to fue for it, he had to report the caufe 
and conducted the whole villainy, whilſt the 
booty was ſhared between them, The docu- 
ments prove all this clearly ; and, on the 
failure of the ſcheme, Buſly was obliged to 
abſcond, to fave the credit of the college. 
Ic is remarkable too, that when I was im 
priſoned at Magdeburg, it was in due form | 
announced in the Gazette, that all who had de- 
: mands on me ſhould make their claims with- | 
in two years, otherwiſe they would be deem- 
ed void. This bill cf exchange, however, 
was not produced; of courſe, had it even 
not been a forgery, it would have been on this 
account null, and I was not liable to be ſued 


for 1 it. Certainly, too, the holder of ic would 


not have waited ſo patiently; for one and (enty 
years. - 
"A being now abſent, us cauſe was conduct- 
5 od ſcriptorily. In ſpite of all my attorney's. 
| zeal, three years paſſed away: a thouſand ſub- 
terfuges were deviſed, to poſtpone the de- : 
. whole reams of paper were written; 
oaths evidently falſe were admitted; and no 
ſtone was left unturned to weary me out. At 


. 5 


163 
length Zetto came forwards, and reported 
that the cauſe was ready for deciſion, and that 
my complaint of injuſtice was frivolous. 
General Faber, however, the preſident, 
was an honeſt man, and ſaw through the 
treachery. He directed, therefore, that, as 
the monarch had repreſented this cauſe to 
him as peculiarly important, the papers ſhould 
fiſt be tranſmitted to all the judges reſpec- 
tively. Thus he gained time for me to haſten | 


= to Vienna, and counteract the malice '. 
 Zetto: for he was ſo generous, as to acquaint 


| me with my danger. 1 
A . ſecond time, then, 1 poſted | to Vienna, 
and found the proofs alledged by my attorney 
Wieyrouch ſo clear, that my ſucceſs could not 
fail. My unexpected preſence ſtaggered the 
traitor: I did all I could to accelerate the bu- 


| Ginefs: and now Zetto poſtponed bis . 5 


for four months. 
At length the deciſion took pace. ot 
It was decreed, that I was not indebted to 
the plaintiff, becauſe he had not made his 


claim during my arreſt, conformably to no- 
tice given. . 


Againſt 


- „ 
Againſt this ſentence, which in due courſe 


of law, the judges ſhould have pronounced at 
the firſt hearing of the plaintiff's demand, I 


Pr oteſted in form: 45 declaring, that I would 


not avail myſelf of this circumſtance, but 
would pay the money, if it could be proved, 
that Jever received it: and expreſsly requir- 
ing a ſentence on the points of forgery and 
injuſtice, ſince both were aſſerted in my rule 


for a new trial. 


l vent to the monarch, Kind informed him 
of the procedure. He wiſhed me luck in an 


| honourable victory. The great Thereſa alſo 
wiſhed me ſucceſs, and aſked me what was a 


fit puniſhment for the forger Buſly ; as the 


whole ofthe charge properly lay againſt him, 


| ſuſpicion alone attaching to Zetto. I anſwer- 
_ ed—that it belonged to the judges to deter- 
mine; not to me,—Her majeſty commended 
my moderation, and ſeemed to ſympathize 
That very day, however, my op- 
| ponent found protection through the means 
ol a valet de chambre, and obtained the fol- = 


: with me. | 


lowing decree. 


The 
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The appeal of the attorney Buffy, and 
reviſal of his cauſe, are granted by his majeſty, 
and, on account of his poverty, they ſhall be 
free of all taxes and coſt of ſuit,” _ 

Now the cauſe went on afreſh. At a con- 
fiderable expence, I was obliged again to re- 
turn home without its being ended, and the 
matter continued pending fourteen months 
longer. then came a third time to Vienna. 
Sentence was given. I gained my cauſe. The 
former ſentence was annulled, and the ſtop- 
page of my penſion was taken off, after it had 
been kept back for five years, without any 


done inquiring whether or no T had where- 


withal to give bread to my children, Buſſy 
the attorney abſconded, and fled from Vienna; 
and this ſuit for ſeven hundred florins“, 


Which T gained, conſumed for me in coſts and 


travelling expences not leſs than four thouſand 
gilders.f, Thus are lawſuits carried on in 


the capital of Auſtria, | 


„55 1 
A guilder 1 is the fame AS a florin. 
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Zetto was known, but not puniſhed ; and had 


my exertions been leſs indefatigable, or had I 
found myſelf leſs ſupported by honeſt people, 
I ſhould certainly have loſt both my money 
and my honour, in contending with two courts 
of juſtice, which I had incenſed againſt me. 


The cauſe, however, made much noiſe at 


Vienna. All the judges, whom I had thus 
openly diſgraced, became my bitter enemies; 
and their ſucceſſors, continue fo to this day; 
as there ſtill remain ſome of the former, whom 
I brought to diſhonour, and they are aſhamed 
of having o miſtimedly held their tongues, 
and paſſed over a fraud ſo evident with their 
eyes open. I was ſtyled a turbulent perſon, 
who had the hardineſs to attack courts of 
Juſtice in the lump, and Zetto retained his 


ſeat on the ſame bench for thirteen years 


He ſought revenge, however ; Ow” he found 


it. Through chicane he appointed me a 
— and choſe for the purpoſe the ſecretary 
Fillenbaum, his moſt faithful coadjutor in all 


ſuch caſes. In the end, this villain ſo plun- 


dered me, lo il. treated me, that any one, Who 


knew 
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Knew the whole, would wonder at my pa- 
tience. I am known, thank God, in all Eu- 
rope: judge, then, what my feelings were, 
when a ſcound rel, who deſerved to be flog- 
ged at the cart's tail, and who actually died in 
the houſe of correction, had power to appoint 
a man like me a truſtee, who was no better 
than himſelf; and to ſuch an infamous Pro- . 
ceeding the whole bench ſaid, amen. 

Soon after the hail totally deſtroyed my 
crops twice. I could not diſcharge the im- 
poſts, as the lawſuit above mentioned had 
drained away all my caſh, and 1 wanted fix 5 
thouſand florins to pay to the receiver. 
Zieito and his conſorts, Demſcher in parti- 
cular, decreed, that I arbitrarily diſſipated the 


the fortunes of my children; and the court 


directed my eſtates to be put into ſequeſtration. 
Zetto was on the point of being named to ad- 


miniſter them, when I found means to make 


good the payment, at a loſs of thirty per cent, 
and thus fruſtrated the villain's attempt, to | 
| harraſs me with unceaſing N and at 
length drive me from the country. 


| How 
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well, and he ſaid to me with a ſigh :- 
dear Trenk, I dare not ſpeak. The emperor 
will have it ſo, Tell him, however, to aſk 
me with what knaves I am obliged to fit in 
council, and he ſhall hear the downright 
truth. 5 
A ſimilar anſwer 1 ont "ID the war 
; preſident, the honeſt fieldmarſhal Haddick. 


4 16 
How fearful are thy judgments, O God, in 
the courts of Juſtice at Vienna! I was ſpeak- 


ing in confidence with the worthy lientenant, 
fieldmarſhal Faber, who knew the dow 


The vice- preſident, general count Caramelli, 


was my friend. I aſked him, how he could 
Gt ſilent on the bench at ſich groſs miſcon- 
duct, and approve the molt iniquitous judg- 


ment againſt me. He anſwered, that he al- 


ways ſpoke againſt me, and never in my be- 
bah, leſt he ſhould be ſuſpected of being my 5 
friend. Thus ſpake an Italian, whoſe belly 
was his only God, yet preſident | in a court of 
5 juſtice. : 
Another ſuch fla. in hs _ judicie Mis 
itari, in which I was involved, I mult here 
5 relate. It was Known to every one in Vienna, 


. 5 „ : yet 


my 


oy 


„ 

yet no honeſt man had it in his power to mi- 
tigate it. I ſtated it, as it was publicly 
proved: and it could not be altered by the 
beſt of monarchs, the generous Leopold. As 
a ſtigma upon the adminiſtration of juſtice in 
Vienna, I will give it truly, according to the 


documents, and without reſerve. 


In the year 1787 I purchaſed the lordſhip 
of Zwerbach, in lower Auſtria, for the ſum 

of forty ſeven thouſand florins. 
As my property had, by a ſtretch of power, 
: been put into ſequeſtration, to fetter me the 
more, and J was ſtill under the juriſdiction 

of the judiciz militaris mixti ; Zetto managed 
matters ſo, that the colleague he had choſen 
one like himſelf, received orders to conclude 
the bargain as curator. At the firſt daſh, the | 
ſeller received fifty one thouſand florins ; con- 
ſeauently four thouſand more than 1 had 
agreed, This was ſhared amongſt them, and 


= HI was forced to hold my tongue, otherwiſe 


the purchaſe, of which I was extremely de- 
| firous, would have been ſet aſide. Beſide this, 
I was obliged to remain at Vienna, at a great 
expence, on account of it; Whiltt Zetto and 


„ 5 F illenbaum 


( 264) 
Filenbaum affailed my purſe for fees, and 
every report was to be paid for. 

It is the cuſtom of Auſtria, that, when a | 
lordſhip is ſold, a few thouſand guilders of 
the purchaſe money ſhall be kept back, as | 
| ſecuiity to indemnify the buyer, if within two 
years any thing mentioned in the bill of fale 3 
| ſhould be found deficient. On this account E 
three thouſand florins were to be held as cau- 
tion money, in the purchaſe of Z werbach. 
Scarcely hrd 1 taken poſſeſſion, when be 1 
| ſteward found a kind of impoſts entered in 
the tenantry book, the demand of which was 3 


prohibited by the ſovereign. Theſe amount- 


ed yearly to three hundred florins, equivalent = 
to a capital of ſeven thouſand five hundred, 
which the ſeller had to make good to me. 
3 diſpatched the tenants themſelves to the 
directory of the circle, to try the cauſe with 
me there, and refuſe payment of theſe im- 
poſts. Sentence was given that they ſhould 
not pay me them. I now went to Vienna, 
took the ſteward with me, and appeared 1 in 
the Judicia miitars mixlo, with my attorney 
Ys Dorfer 


"FER 


* 


a and 1 was diſmiſſed, 


( 265 ) 
Dorfner, preferring my ſuit, and demanding 
to be indemnified by the ſeller. 
The firſt duty of the judge, according to 


the law, was to direct the ſeller to give me a 


bond of indemnification, and to carry on the 
ſuit with the tenants. We were ſuffered to 
withdraw, and Fillenbaum, as curator, re- 
ceived orders to draw up the caſe. He, 
| fear of having his conduct expoſed 
by the ſeller, was afraid to act, and delayed 
the affair three years ; on which account I was 
nonſuited, for having exceeded the term ap- 
pointed by law, and brought too late. On 
this 1 flaſtened to Vienna; and appeared be- 
fore the court, where Zetto was ſpokeſman: 
advanced, that I had made my claim in this 
caſe, in due form, during the firſt year of che 
purchaſe; and demanded a circular letter to 
the regency, with an atteſtation, that I had 
neglected nothing, and conſequently could 
not be nonſuited. But, alas! the judges look- 


ed at Zetto, who flatly denied the commiſſion, 


and ſaid, that! had never made my appear- 
ance on the buſineſs : the reſt were lilent, 
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actually, on the day alluded to, laid before them 


the attorney Dorfner, in full court, and even 
offered two thouſand florins to compromiſe 


permitted the files to be ſearched; but Fillen- 
baum and Zetto, who had the management 
of them, had ſtolen the record, and the whole 
commiſſion was denied. PS 


hands, it is true, proofs of this tranſaction ; 5 
bur God preſerve me tom venzuring ta after 


bers, and loſe every cauſe I might ou E | 


( 266 3 
My ſteward offered to make oath, that he 


the particulars ; and that Gorgan, the defen- 
dant's counſel, oppoſed him and me, and 


the affair. All this was fruitleſs. The judges 


1 haſtened £95; attorney bother. who & 


and defired rg to bs it. To his demand 
he replied : dear baron Trenck, I have in my 


the truch, in contradiction to that revengeful | 
court: I ſhould make enemies of all its mem- E | 


undertake, and every future curatorſhip, | 1 
this manner is the ſacred Wanne of buſtce 
age at Vienna. 7 | 
Thus 1 loſt not ER the FEED hundred flu- = 
rins yearly | income from my cenants, for Which TE 


„ 
had paid ſeven thouſand five hundred floins4 | 
but was alſo obliged to pay the lady who ſold 
the eſtate the three thoufand florins caution; 
money, with intereſt and coſts of ſuit; amount- 

ing to ſeven thouſand florins ready money, 
and the decree was carried into execution 
without ſhewing me the leaſt favour; conſe- 
quently the truſt actually loſt ſeven thouſand 
five hundred florins, which the curator ſhould 


= have looked to, and for which he ſhould have 


3 been anſwe rable; yet through the protection 5 
3 of the bench he eſcaped with impunity. | | 
KF At length, however, Zetto was brought to 
1 puniſhment for other acts of injuſtice, and 
= died in the houſe of: correction, with the be- 


= ſfmin his hand. Through him I ſhamefully 


loft at leaſt fifteen thouſand florins * for twelve 8 


= years] lay at- Urs mercy; and all this would 


= have been prevented, had the monarch inflict- 
d on him due puniſhme ent, on occaſion of the 


firſt Ja vſuit, in which he impleaded me for ES 


. che for ged | till of exc hange. Inſtead of chis- 
= te court tele itſelf offended, and reviled me * 


* Near 1700. 


$5 | | as 


{ 8) 
as a diſturber of the public mind, who calum- 


niated the facred colleges of juſtice ; and I 
muſt have funk under reiterated perſecution, 
had I remained longer in Auſtria, Notwith- | 
| ſtanding the bench can at preſent boaſt men 
of honour, the odium brought on it by me 
adheres to it ſtill; and a couple of irs officers, 
who were once unfortunately ſilent, and left | 
the direction of affairs to Zetto and Fillen- | 
T. baum, have reaſon to wiſh me eternally dumb. 4 
L Laſt year the ſcandalous buſineſs was wound | 
up by the final act. The ſeller purſued her 
demand of payment regularly to an execution. 
n this occaſion this court diſplayed the 
To vw poſſible degree of animoſity towards 
me. Every one knew, that Zwerbach, ſold 
| x it was for fifty-one thouſand florins, coſt 


me, including expences and entrance fees *, 


19 75 e It appeared, from the con- 


1 Ham the a here uſed 3 in the adding, it 
would appear, chat a man cannot enjoy an eſtate he 
purchaſes, without ying the ſovereign of the diſtrict 
for leave; as with us an honeſt iradeſman, or {kilful ar- 
tiſicer, cannot ea living i in a corporate town, . 


2D ; 
$1 


| ; wr boying his freedom. 8 
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tract doly regiſtered in the court, that my 
eſtate was mortgaged for eighty thouſand: flo- | 
rins ; yet, on account of the three thouſand 


florins cantion-money, its ſequeſtration was 


decreed . and, notwithſtanding my proteſt, 
_ commiſſioners proceeded to it with two car- 


riages and extra poſt- horſes, living well at my 
cot for ſix days, and putting me to four hun- 


gqred florins unneceſſary expence, which my 
wife was obliged to pay down in ready money, 
with ſeven thouſand two hundred florins to the 
ſeller, who had ſo maliciouſly purſued me at 
law. This, however, is termed juſtice at Vi- 
enna. Twenty times at leaſt have I been ex- 
Poſed to ſimilar proceedings; and there was 
no help, but I muſt ſubmit. 1 ſpeak boldly, 
I orite freely, and I heſitate not to name ſome = 
of the privileged perverters of juſtice : thus 
the many are exaſperated, and during forty- 
three years I have ved inceſſantly contending 5 
5 Gn the villainy of opprt ſſive aſſociations. 
Ia the ſecond and third volumes of this 
work I have related truly, and without re- 
ſerve, how and by what means I loſt ſome 
millions, to which 1 had a Juſt hereditary 


N3 NV? claim, 
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elaim, in che kingdom of Hungary ; ; how and 
by whom I was plundered in Vienna; three 
times betrayed, and fold by the Imperial mi- 
niſter at Dantzic: The cenſors refuſed me 
permiſſion to print them; but the emperor 
Joſeph ordered, that whatever I could juſtify 
by documents and proofs ſhould be publiſhed | 


without reſtriction. This was done, yet not 


| a ſingle perſon demanded ſatisfaction of me: 3 
on the contrary, two gentlemen of the long 
robe tl banked me, with the ſtrongeſt aflurance 


of their gratitude, for having ſpared them, 


and paſſed over their names in ſilence. Such 
are the ſentiments, ſuch the ee, of the L 
Vienna:-lawyers: 1 54 0000 | Nj 
Is am inclined to throw a veil. over PI 
ſhame; yet 4 muſt relate two occurrences, 
that injured me ſeverely. „ 
At Aix-la-Chapelle I had a ſuit with the 
poſt⸗- -maſter, who had defrauded me\ He 
appealed ta the aulic council. Count Gra- 


venitz had the reporting of the caſe; he was ? 


| feed, and wrote to the poſt- maſter, that his 


cauſe was extremely ſuſpicious, but he would 


de! wp his report till Tas weary of the affair. 
| | | In 


6 
in this court buſineſs is conducted in the 
following manner. On account of the im- 
menſe number of cauſes, they are divided a- 


mongſt the counſellors. Fach of them takes 


his week for reporting in rotation, conſe- 
quently it comes to his turn to report once in 
thirteen weeks, and then it generally depends 
upon himſelf which he will bring forward, 


Aan which he will let ſtand over. 
Now if a man have an unjuſt cauſe; or be 

"0 poſſeſſion of another's property, he has only 

to pay the perſon who is to make the report 5 


a certain ſum annualty, as long as he engages 
not to bring 1 it before the court, or to make 


" Intereſt to get an aſſurance from him t to Keep 


it in hand as long as he lives. 


This ! is the true reaſon why a cauſe may 
continue pending i in this court for one or two 
_ centuries, without coming to a deciſion. The 
| heirs of a man who got poſſeſſion of another's 


e ſtate have it in their power to pay better than 
ä thoſe of him who was deprived of i it: hence | 
of juſtice there is little hope. 
Gravenitz had in hand ſuch an affair, hath 

Vas notorious, He alſo entered | into a cor. 
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. 
tract, to ſell ſubjects of the empire to Spam, 
and thus became a dealer in human fleſh. 
On this account the emperor Joſeph diſmiſſed 
bim from his poſt. He then attempted to 
ſwindle count Theodore Bathiani, in Hun- 


gary; but was ſeized by him, and threwn | 


into priſon upon his eſtate. To Vienna he 
applied for aſſiſtance, as an aulic counſellor; 


by which means he obtained his deliverance, 


with the favour of advice to quit the country. 


Thus honourably he paid a viſit to Mecklen- f 
burg. There he publiſhed a libel againſt the 


preceding volumes of this work, and attempted i :. | 
to juſtify himſelf. But the poor wretch is to 
be pitied: the ſhafts of his vengeance felt ; 

| harmleſs. 1 mentioned him only becauſe he 

had injured me to the amount of eleven thou- 
land florins, of which he deprived my chil- 4 
| dren probably for the paltry bribe of fifty du- : 
cats. If, however, there be any one who. | 


= doubts what I have ſaid of him, let him write 


to Vienna, aſk any attorney there, why count. 1 
Gravenitz was diſmiſſed from the aulic coun- 


ell, and he will learn the truth of my account, 
His colleague, count von der Lipp, who, 
* . „ 1 when 


i, 
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when Gravenitz had the turn to report, raiſed” 
againſt me ſo baſely, that E-was obliged to re- 
primand him in court, has now followedihim, 
and quitted the bench of juſtice, to the great fa= 


tisfaction of. many oppreſſed ſuitors. Thank 


God I ſtill live, poorer indeed than 1 ought, 


= but univerſally. known and eſteemed as a man 
= of honour, and a martyr to the cauſe of truth. 5 
| Now let me give the laſt ___ of Vi = 


enna Juſtice. _ . 


Four years ago, on at mane; to Paris: tek 
= cidently became acquainted at Leipſic withe 
One. John James Semler, then a banker in 
that town. His. apparent openneſs deceived 
me, and won my confidence. Almoſt imme 


diately on my arrivabat Berlin, he ſent me 
bills of exchange to the amount of twelve 
os thouſand livres *, payable in-three months at 


Paris, which he begged me to accept, ſaying - 
that he was much ſtraitened for caſh; and 


could diſcount theſe on the credit of my name; 


= at the fame time aſſuring me, that, on my. 
= paſſing through Leipſic, he would give me the 
money to take them up in Paris, when they 


00 become due. Out of —_ to the 
oo. L 


ns 5 man 
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man I accepted the bills. On my arrival at 
Leipſic, he had not the money: he could 
only give me two hundred dollars in ſpecie, 
and his own draughts, payable in three months 
at Augſburg, for two thouſand five hundred 
florins; but he declared, that he only nego- 


tiated as many of the bills with my accep- 
tances as amounted to three thouſand florins, 


and would deliver me the others on my * | 


turn. I did not know what to do with his 


Augſburg bills, which were not even actept- 


ed; however, he told me, that any man in 


Straſburg would caſn them on my credit, ant! 


thus I might take up mine inf Paris. In cor” 


ſequence, 1 got theſe bills diſeounted by |} 
Meſſrs. Herman and Gebhardt, bankers at 5 2 BE 
| Frankfort, and Meſſrs. Franck and Dietrich | 


At Straſburgh; making myſelf anſwerable for 


their payment, and loſing the IFC months 
intereſt On chem. 1 „ ain 


Almoſt immediately after! my iel in 


Paris, the bills that I had accepted for Semler 


at Berlin were preſented for payment, and — 


diſcharged them. Theſe amounting/to more 
| than the money I had receivect from Seinter, | 
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1 
and * bills which L had negotiated, he till 
remained my debtor. The bills on Augſburg 


were duly honoured, except one for four hun- 
dred florins, which was proteſted, and ſent 


back to Frankfort, and I was obliged. to ad- 


vance the money in Paris, with ſixty florins 


charges, till Semler was able to repay me. 


He now wrote to me again, in the moſt 


piteous manner, intreating me to accept for 
him bills for ſeven thouſand livres, and after- 


wards for twelve thouſand more, payable in 
two months in Paris, promiſing me in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to remit the money be- 
fore they became due. I ſuffered myſelf. o 


be prevailed ON, and | complied with his re- 
queſts. W abonbioh Ei. 
The day of Payment aohronches i no mo- 


ney came. I took up the bills, howey er, and 5 
| drew on him for two hundred louis- d'or, in 
1 favour of Mr. von Cetto. This draught be- 
ing honoured, 1 was encouraged to go on ac- 
cepting bills and paying them ; till at laſt, 
my draught on him for two hundred louis. d'or, ; 
to Meſſrs. Sartorius and company, was re- 


turned Proteſted, in a diigraceful manner, the 
| N 6 


reaſon 
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reafon aſſigned by him being, that he had no 
caſh of mine in his hand: At the ſame time 
IJ received from him a letter, in which he 
eomplaĩned of his neceſſities, and excuſed him- 
felf for ſuffering my bill to be proteſted, on 
the ground of his having no other means to 
Pre vent his being arreſted, according to the cuſe. 
tum of Leipfic. This letter was accompanied 
wich bills on Augſburg for three thouſand flo 
rins, at three gerald to gz r him _ 88 =_ 
credit, N 
Theſe bills no one would take. f In Aug 
1 burg Semler had neither property nor credit; 
and from Leipfic I was cautioned againſt his | 
being about to become a bankrupt, I was | 


already three thouſand florins in advance, had | 


not received the remittance which he had ſo 


ſolemnly promiſed, and was forced therefore = 


to proteſt the laſt * at a and return 
them. 
"Quitting the Ages peil of Prin; I re- 
| paired to Vienna, where I found Semler, who | 
had now run away from Leipſie. He had the 
impudence to call on me, and to deny the fa= | 
vours he had received, for which I thraſhed 
. 15 him 


(7 ) 
him out of doors, as I would any other knave. 
Buſineſs calling me into Hungary, he curried 
favour with my counſel, and took. care to 
_ greaſe his fiſt, 

In my abſence they boldly got two o roger 
| Srxon merchants to ſue me for letters of ex- 
change drawn by Semler that I had accepted, 
but returned, and would have paid with Sem- 
ler's bills. F 
My counſel treacherouſly vida. pro- 
ducing Semler's letters and original bills, and 
I, being nonſuited, was condemned to pay 
two thouſand four hundred florins to public 
cheats. Immediately notice was given to my 
farmer, with ſtoppage of my rents: and Sem- 

ler gave him three hundred florins, to ſay that 
he had already paid the money to him, that 


it might not be in my power to have recourſe 


do juſtice a-freſh, and any further inveſtiga- 
Bon of the affair might be too late. The bu- 
ſineſs was actually finiſhed before 1 returned 
from Hungary; when nobody liſtened to me, 
the cauſe was decided, and my Money was 
loſt without reſource. 


In chis manner holders of bills i 4 


proceed 


COT 


Proceed againſt 2 landed member of the ſtates. 


J could not run away with my eſtates, of 
courſe there was no danger in delay: the ſen- 
tence however was put into execution, I muſt 


Pay, and my only remedy lay againſt a fo- 
reign vagabond, from whom I had nothing 


to hope. 
I was not once permitted to inſpect the 


bills for which I was ſued, in order to recog- 
niſe them; of courſe they may poſſibly have 
been forged. - I offered to depoſit bills of 
Semler's for three thouſand florins to ann er 
them, but they were not aceeptetormom ow; = 
Nay more. If a man, Ae wits and : 
| eight children to maintain, actually become a 


bankrupt, only half or a third of his income is 


ſequeſtered. From me, on the contrary, the 
whole was taken, notwithſtanding: my wife | 


had two years before been put in legal poſ- 


| ſeſſion of my eſtates by mylelf, and confirmed 
„ mm At by the proper court. Such a Pproceed- . 
ing ſurely proves, that [ was er W ran-' 


3 


cour and injuſtice. 


Through the diſhoneſt 4Ribtis I have re- 
lated, I and my family were brought to'ex- I 


perience 


n 
5 


1 


perience want, whilſt impoſtors, lawyers, and 
knaves were enriched, and there was no door 


open to redreſs. | Were I now to prove, that 


] was never indebted to Semler a fingle groat, 
but that he had ſwindled me out of five thou- 
ſand florins at leaſt, the judges at Vienna moſt 


undoubtedly would not repay me one farthing 


of that money, with which they ſuffered a va- 
: gabond to go off without giving the leaſt ſe- 
curity. To whom ſhall 1 now prefer my _ 
complaint ? The money is gone out of the 
country. I am inclined to think that 1 me= 
rited from the courts of juſtice at Vienna ſo 
much regard at leaſt, as to have had the! mo- 


ney ſtopped, till Semler bad paid the bills 1 8 
had 1 in my hands. 


In the mean time the ungratefill raſell; 


whom with a true Gertfian heart I had afliſted, 


laughed in his ſlee ve, and praiſed the ſpeedy. 


; juſtice of Vienna to x Saxon cheat, who knew 
how to manage affairs im its courts. But woe 
betide him, if ever he fall 1 in my way; I will | 
at leaſt compel him to confeſs by what ini- 
quitous means s he defrauded me of. my money 
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- at Vienna, and wha ſuffered themſelyes to be 


corrupted by hin. 71-4. (ret 
I will venture to Hikes, upon my han 5 
to the emperor, and to the whole world, that 
for ſix- and twenty years I have not enjoyed | 
a ſingle penny of my penſion, or of the in- 
come of my property: all has been ſwallowed 
up by lawſuits, chicane, and injuſtice. This 
certainly juſtifies me in declaring the truth to 
the whole world; and I have Fora abode, = 
where I can. utter it without the leaſt circum- 7 
locution. Foriy years and upwards, of my 3 
life I have facrificed in Auſtria, and have 
maintained myſelf ; and family by the employ- | 
ment of my pen, by the exerciſe of my ta- , 
lents. Ingratitude has been m. ard: 
contempt has been my revenge. i | 
Aſſuredly I was: deſtined from Se to 9 
be a ſtranger to quiet on earth; even the laſt Ji 
ſcenes of my life, therefore, cannot be peace- 3 
ful. From the track 1 have choſen L will not 
deviate to obtain it; and, proud of this noble 
and firm reſolution, 1 dare brave all ange, = 
all perſecutions, 3 : 
When Joſeph ſayed the berker my cath | 
Was 4 
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was higlly perilous, and the part I performed 
required a maſter. Suffice it, that for him 

I laboured much, I did much: for me he did 
nothing; he promiſed great things, indeed, 
but he kept not his promiſes. No reafon have 5 
I to lament his death. Leopold aſcended the 
chrone, and a new era of my hiſtory followed. 
Never were my proſpects ſo favourable, fo 
brilliant; never was I engaged in more ar- 


dJuous enterprizes, and expoſed to greater 
dangers; never more grievous to me was the 1 


4 termination of eyents, than i in this 


NEW SCENE. Fa 
Scarcely was the brow of Leopold encir. 
eled by the Roman diadem, when I haſtened 


Ss to his preſence. At my firſt audience of him 5 


he took me by the hand, and ſaid, * 
My dear Trenck, I am happy to find you . 

ſtill alive. Your hiſtory has affected me much; 

and it is a diſgrace to Vienna, that it was made : 
public. I faid, what at ſuch a favourable op- 

portunity a man of my ſtamp would ſay, Ne- 
ver had [ heard ſuch open-hearted expreſſions, | 
EE 7 
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ſuch tokens of the noble ſentiments, iſſue from 


the mouth of a monarch. — My whole foul | 

was rouſed from that hatred of princes, which 

it had embraced, not without ſufficient mo- 
tives: my love, my confidence for Leopold 
ſwelled to enthuſiaſm: flattering hopes of juſ- 
tice aroſe; and ] reſolved, to heirs my 5 
days in his ſervice. 7 96 5 


Two or three times A TIO at leaſt 1 went 


to him, without ever being ſent away ; ; found 
myſelf treated with confidence and efteem ; 
was conſulted on the moſt i important ſubjects; : 
and received ſo many commiſſions for various 
employments of my pen, that I often wrote - U 
for him all night, and cariied him the next If 


day what he did not expect to have been finiſh- 


- ed in a week, My zeal in his ſervice' pleaſed, 
and he promiſed me all that an honeſt, injured 
man, hitherto kept unemployed, could expect 
from a Juſt, br pl and benevolent mo- 


narch. 
Al the leeches of the Fr ad bloodfuck- 


ers of the people, the ſwarms of juridical and 


court drones, who are accuſtomed to oppreſs 


= the labouring bees, were alarmed, foreboding 


(. 233 ) 
no good to themſelves, when ſuch an one as 
1 found free acceſs to a good prince. Ca- 
balling now began, ſince Trenck was ſo fre- 
quently ſeen at court. The ſpies of foreign 
powers, too, who wiſhed no dawn of reaſon 
to illumine the horizon of Vienna, were atten- 
tive. The convention of Reichenbach fol- 
lowed, and, as I ſhall relate more fully below, 
certain people of Berlin availed themſelves of 
the opportunity to depict me to the worthieſt 
ol peaceful kings, in colours far different from 
the true. From that period all united 0 
watch my ſteps, and lay pitfalls in my way. 
In a converſation with the emperor, on Go 
bunden of his dominions at that time, when 
a general fermentation had taken place, he 
ſaid to me —Trenck, I know you have many 
friends in Hungary, and are acquainted with 
all the malcontents, as you have yourſelf rea- 
7 ſon to be diſcontented: what if you were to 
go to Buda, at the approaching aſſembly of 
the dict, as a private perſon, ante your 
pen, and exert your talents for me? 
Io do this I was ready with pleaſure; but 
requeſte, Pen to lay all my manuſcripts 


before 
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| before his majeſty, for his opinion, before they 
were publiſhed; as I am accuſtomed to utter 

the plain truth, and had ſufficient reaſon to 


expect, that enough would be ready to aſcribe | 


to me intentions which I did not entertain. 


This was granted me with the moſt generous 


aſſurances of protection. 
The firſt piece I publiſhed was, 7 rench's 
At Letter to all honeft Hungarians. 


It is too long to inſert here, and I ſhall re- 
print it in my monthly publications. I may 
obſerve, however, that it produced an aſto- 

niſhing effect at the diet, and is the more re- 
mal kable for having the approbation of 2. 


monarch, though written againſt deſpotiſm. 


I carried the manuſcript to the emperor: 


In a few days he returned it to me, and ſaid: 


— thus ſhould all honeſt men write. Make 1 4 
Hafte to Buda, and get it printed as faſt aa 


poſſible. This is juſt the proper time for it. 


33 B aſked — has your majeſty affixed an "06 
: prinatur to it ?—He heſitated and anſwered, 


the preſs licence is now fo free, that ſurely 


no objection can be made to ſuch a patriotic 
5 7 5 ee Was my reply. But the 
= N 
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inſpector gives all my writings to the council 


of ſtate; this will be communicated to the 


Hungarian chance llery, and neither will per- 
mit me to interfere in a buſineſs of ſuch | im- 


portance.— The emperor then ordered me to 
give the manuſcript myſelf to baron von Swi- 


ten, preſident. of the inſpectors, and tell him, 


that I was ſent by his majeſty. — This I did. 
: I waited a fortnight for the determination; 


Nothing was done.— This ſingular conduct 


1 mentioned to the emperor.—He told me to 
wait with patience.—On the twenty - third day 


my manuſeript was returned, with a non admit- 


 titur. © Not permitted.” One whole page 
had been filled with remarks and interlinea- 


tions, which were carefully eraſed: a proof 


that I had not been miſtaken. This occur- 


rence taught me too, that I had a powertul 
enemy in the council of ſtate, who would en- 


pa 


dieavour to ruin all my credit wich the em- 


He was aſtoniſhed when I pointed © out and 
explained to him the fortuitous conduct 1 


expericuic ed; and aſked me whether 1 could 


= not Print it wichout the licence. 5 How wel- 


come 


— 
— —— 
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come to me was this queſtion from my ſo- 


vereign! I joyfully anſwered, Yes; after which 
J had a long and ſerious conference with him, 


That very day I departed for Buda, gave my 


manuſcript to the printer, and the fourth day 


after my arrival the letter was in every book = 


ſeller's ſhop. Its ſtile was forcible, and I was 1 
vniverſally commended, I was overwhelmed 5 
My converſation did not bely 
my letter: in it J maintained the ſame prin- 
OE ciples, backing. them by the moſt. powerful 
arguments. The Biſhops now firſt began to 
take the field againſt me. In the diet they = 
had made the grand motions: Hangary bas 
no need of a king of the houſe of Auftria; Joſeph | 
ne ver fulfilled bis duties os king of Hungary. 
Tas never permitted himſelf to be crowned; 


with praile. | 


he trod under foot the fundamental laws of 


the realm, and conſequently broke through 
ents: He ſhould: therefore be 
His conduct 2 
has annulled-the compact and right of fuc- 0 
ceſſion: of courle Leopold has no hereditary 
claim to the crown, and the right of a free 
On this 
N 


his engagements. 
ſtruck out of the liſt of kings. 


clection again reverts to the peo] ple. 


5 
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all etelalneck: We will have a prieſtly govern- . 


ment, as in the times of Moſes and St. Ste- 
phen: they Who were of the ſame party as 1 
ſmiled, but were in the end triumphant. 

The biſhop of Erlan, the moſt dangerous 


man in the kingdom, Who, with a wicked 
fanatical heart, poſſeſſed an income of three 
hundred thouſand florins a year“, and had 
brought with him in his private coffer a hun- 
dred thouſand ducats for the purpoſes of bri- 
bery and corruption, was the ſoul of this plot. 
He had before publiſhed a book, in which it 


was maintained, that Hungary would never L 


5 


5 pr oſper under the houſe of Auſtria. 


He, the cardinal, and other biſhops like 


himſelf, had diſperſed gratis throughout the 
country ſeveral thouſand copies of this work; 


and the magiſtrates of the city aStually licen- 


| ſed it, and permitted its ſale. 


I this poſture of affairs [ arrived at Buda, 
1 and effected wonders. Within a fortnight 3 
ö 7 had brought the whole ly tem of the prieſt- | 


hood completely to the ground. 
N ane. 


Uh > 


Taught 
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Taught by the arguments I laid before 


them, the magnates, who were juſtly diſſa- 


tisfied with the ordinances of Joſeph, altered 


their opinions, and aſſumed confidence i in Le- 
opold, whom I deſcribed to them as a gentle, 
noble minded prince, far from deſpotic, and 
a friend to the national liberties of Hungary. 
This was particularly ſtrengthened, by my 
affirming on my honour, that the emperor | 
had read in manuſcript, and approved, my 
Letter and The Prieſt unmaſked, \ in which it was 
maintained, that the freedom of the Hunga- 
 rians ſhould not be violated by the exertion 
of arbitrary power. 
I now brought forward a 3 which 
exaſperated the ſwarm of prieſts ſo highly, 
that I had the whole hive about my ears; 
and affuredly 1 ſhould have completed its 
deſtruction, had the emperor left my hands 
at full liberty. It is too remarkable not to 
deſerve a place here; I ſhall ſubjoin i it there 
fore at the end of the volume 25 


5 This : 
* As this bitter ohilippic againſt the prieſthood, en- 
Litled, “The Balance of Power between the Prince and 


„ 
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This was followed by a ſupplement, too 
long to be inſerted here. Both theſe I tranſ- 
lated into latin, and a friend of mine into the 
Hungarian language: thus twelve thouſand | 
copies were put into the hands of the people, 
and met with general approbation. To fol- 
low up the ſtroke, and not ſuffer the impreſ- 1 
ſion I had made to wear out, I immediately 8 


printed 
Type Prieſts unnaſted, 


which I diſtributed publicly, and ſent to all 
the bookſellers for fale ; ſteps which | it was in 
no one's power to prevent. The monks 
vomited their gall and venom | againſt me, 


but in vain; the deadly blow was given, and 


M they, who had hitherto been wor ſhipped as 
= demi-gods throughout Hungary, and had led 
4 the voice of. the diet according to their plea- 


4 1 the cane "i « ray applicable to eceleſiaſtics of : 


the church of Rome, and their conduct in Hungary; 


whilſt no part of it could apply to the members of our 
_ eſtabliſhed church, all of whom to a man are {worn loes 


= to intolerance, and zealous promoters of peace and quiet, 


a and brother ly love; we preſume our readers will Par don 2 
us for n not t tranſlating | . 


* 
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ſure, beheld their power annihilated, and 
themſelves deſpiſed. The proteſtants began 
to lift up their heads, ſpoke boldly, and found 
no oppolition. For myſelf I had poinard or 
poiſon to fear every moment, yet boldly braved, 
every peril. Several anonymous letters Ire- 
ceived, warning me not to accept invitations to 
the tables of ſuch magnates, from whom there 
was reaſon to apprehend attempts on my life. 
I went, however, undaunted ; but took care 
to be on my guard. No one had courage to 
execute ſuch a deed, as I had fo many partizans 
that it muſt have been followed by a feartul- 
vengeance. 


; tempt was actually made 3 but fruſtated by the i 
cautionof my truſty and well-informed ſervant, 
to whom at the ſide- board they would poſi- 
tively fill out of a particular bottle of wine. 


gung my elt in from contrition or deſpair. But 
they were afraid to attack me. Indeed I was 


At the table r co count C indeed; A at- 


On the bridge of boats too, where I pur- 
poſely walked every evening, to ſhow that I 
feared nothing, aſſaſſ ins were planted, to throw 
me into the 5 Had i it been done, a 
report would have been ſpread, that I had 


of 


always 


4 
always well armed, and took care to have 
friends at hand. 8 
One count Amadè, a fanatic, who was in the 
pay of the biſhop of Erlau, took the liberty to 
cavil with me. I met with him in reſpectable 


company, otherwiſe he ſhould have felt that 


cudgel, with which I was always prepared for 
him and his conſorts, as ſwords and piſtols are 
unknown to ſuch gentlemen in Hungary. f 
Hle was very quiet, however, and 1 no one ven» 


_ tured openly to inſult me. 


At length the matter was wrought to ſuch 
a a pitch, that the pandours came to me, and 
offered me their aſſiſtance, if Fwiſhed to throw 
all the biſhops 1 in the diet out of the window. 


1 preached peace, patience, and quietnels, and 5 


haſtened poſt to VI jenna, to receive further | 
5 orders from the monarch. 
Immediately on my arrival I had a private 
audience, and the firſt words were 
„ Trenck, there are com plaints of you ah 
ready made to me, but I am not irrite ted 
againſt you. Lou go too violeutly to work: 
vou throw your ſtick at the birds. You are 

| 0 2 ED - In | 


e 
in extreme danger, It is poſitively requir- 


ed, that I ſhould recal you from Hungary, 


and cannot publicly afford you n 
You are not ignorant of clerical vengeance.“ 


J aſked him :—Is your majeſty diſpleaſed 


"with my writings or conduct in Hungary ;— 


No: was the anſwer. On the contrary, 1 

am indebted to you for them, but I dare not 
protect you.—If fo, I fear nothing, replied I, 
and I will cheerfully return. Only be more 

: moderate, be more cautious: were his laſt . 


words. 


Again I haſtened to Buda, and wrote in ; 

all thirteen pamphlets, during the fitting of 

the diet. The monks applied to the ſupreme 1 
military court, in which they found a way to 


make friends. The general commandant 
Barco, who had formerly ſerved as captain 


vith me in the regiment of cordova cuiraſf ers, 
ſent for me and faid, that he had received 
commands from tlie above mentioned court, 
to adviſe me as a friend, not to write any | 
more in Hu 2g11Y. My anſwer was literally: 


an hon ,ourable counſcllor of the military court 


knows, 
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knows, that the uniform of a ſoldier does not 
write, In Hungary I write as a citizen, as a 


philoſopher, as Trenck ; who has 1n view the 


recovery of ſome millions of property for his 
children: and in this character I acknowledge 
no ſuperior, except God, the privileges of : 


Hungary, and my duty. N 
This anſwer was ſatisfactory. 
Now breathing revenge and fury the clergy 


applied to the artful cardinal Migazzi at 
Vienna. He procured, from the inſpectors 
of the preſs, the condemnation of my writings 


reſpecting the affaics of Hun: Zary to be con- 


fiſcated and burnt ; 3 and he had the madnets 
to preſcribe laws to the Hungarian nation 


without knowing the privileges of the diet. 
The matter was at preſent ſo managed, 


that the town-council took the ee 
ſtep of permitting the publication ofa reſcrij pt, 
under the name of the emperor, to the general 5 
commandant, enjoining, that J ſhould be or- 
dered to ceaſe writing and ſupprels, or de liver 


= him, all the remaining Copies of my pam 
Phlels. 1 


. e 


| 4-0-) 
To this I anſwered in print, that I alone 'F 
| Knew why I publiſhed the truth in Hungary. 
It was falſe, that the emperor had iſſued, or. | 
| 


—— — — 
— 


could iſſue, ſuch an injunction. That no man 
hhhauaad a right to forbid the proteſtants to under- 
| take their defence at the diet; and I would 
| boldly engage their enemies at their head, 
| That the rown- council and preſs Beg 
the of Buda had permitted the printing of 
two infamous books againſt the monarch, 
which maintainad, that Hungary would never 
flouriſh under the government of an Auſtrian 
prince. Of theſe books, which I named, the 
biſhops had ſpread. abroad ſeveral thouſand 
Copies, to exCle a revolt n the em- 
peror. 5 „„ „ 
To this 1 add led, chat 1 would never r ſubmit. 
my writings to a magiſtr acy that allowed ſuch 1 
publications, or to inf] pectors of the preſs who IE 
licenſed and promoted their ſale; and deſpiſed + 
their commands, However, as through the 
power they had in their hands they had diſ- 
graced the laws of the diet of Hungary, and 
had forbidden their bookſellers and townſ- 
men to vend works bearing the name of 
Trenck 
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Trenck, I gave notice, that thenceforward they 


' ſhould be publicly diſtributed and fold at my 


houſe by my ſervants. 
This was actually done, and Peters in 


to the end of the diet, without any moleſta- 
tion, as my reſources were dreaded. 


At length, on the 17th of November, 1790, 


the coronation took place at Preſburg. I 
was preſent, and all Hungary ſaw me admit- 
ted fo a private audience of the ſovereign, 
the day before the coronation. It was evident . 
therefore, that neither my writings nor my 
conduct had brought me into diſgrace. +> 
wiote on this occaſion a coronation ode, in 
which Iexpreſſed the ardour of my feelings, 
and the happy proſpects I formed for Hun- 
Sary from the government of Leopold. 


On the day of the coronation, cardinal . 


| count Bathiany gave a grand entertainment, 
wich fireworks, and a ball, in all im 1aginable 

ſplendour. The whole court was preſent. I 
was raſh enough to be there, and, with ſors 
reſpectable friends, to diſtribute to all the 


7 8 and magnates, in preſence of the 


monarch, a prayer I had <OMpoled. on the 
„ Principles 


e i. 
prit ciples of the epiſcopal oath*. The car- 


dinal himſelf received a copy. A bolder 
ſtep is not eaſy to be conceived, I did 
not quit the company till it broke up. The 
gang of monks viewed me with a fanatic 
ſcowl; the majority gave me ſmiles of ap- 


probation; and the monarch himſelf ſpoke a 


few words to me in a friendly manner. This 9 
enraged them the more. 
- Thus crowned with fame and honour did : 
I arrive at the termination of this remarkable 
diet, at which the reprobated claims of the 
worthy king Leopold were triumphant, and 
the proteſtarts obtained privileges which they 
could never have expected in Hungary. I 
ventured to break the ice. My reputation 
of havirg laboured for the general weal alone 
will never be ele pe in e 5 but 


*The catholic biſhops of Hungary, take 3 5 | 

| 0 which if they be true, they muſt at all times be ready 

to ſacrifice their king, their country, and the rights and 
liberties of their fellow citizens to the arbitrary dictates 
of a foreign potentate; andt to tr ample on the laws at the 
will 5 the 928 


V. hill 5 
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whilſt the intereſt of tlie eccleſiaſtics accords 


with the overweening ſpirit of the nobility, 
who want neither power nor inclination to 


; treat all other claſſes of men as ſlaves, they 

will moſt aſſuredly remain my implacable - 
enemies, as I firſt lighted the torch that diſ- 
played to the whole kingdom their deſigns, | 
to which the ſovereign N every Poſſible 0 
obſtacle. 


At this diet I might unqueſtionably have 


* obtained the reſtoration of the large eſtates 
11 had loſt in Hungary, producing an annual 
income of two hundred and ſeventy thouſand 
florins®, would I have Joined the party of 
the nobles and prieſts, written in their behalf, 
and exerted myſelf againſt the king and the 
74 proteſtants. But 1 was firm in the cauſe of 
Leopold and the public, regarded not my 
own private intereſt, and abode true to my 
character of prefering the dictates of rectitude 
to every other conſideration. The ſubſequent 5 
Part of this narrative will ſhow, that I went 


* 30, 375. 


5 


— - unrewarded 


4E 
unrewarded, and loſt by my probity all T 


might have gained by a different conduct. 
The emperor himſelf was ſo circumſtanced, 


that he could not openly protect me, and death 
took him off before he could effectuate his 
promiſes. | Thus does fate ſport with thoſe 
who rely on man, and ſeek fortune through 
virtue and the fulfilment of the ſocial duties. 


: My lot is that of all reformers, and in the 


grave I ſhall be deaf to the grateful thanks 
0 bleſſings of poſterity. _ 


I now left Hungary, and returned to views, i 


where 1 employed myſelf in various other 
writings for the emperor, poſſeſſed his con- 


= ſidence, and was promiſed by him, that, at 


the next diet and the diſtribution of the royal = 


revenue in the Bannat, I ſhould be repaid all 
that the treaſury had actually received in ready 
money from the ſale of the Trenck eſtates. 
| The ſum indeed would not have amounted =. 


Xe hundred thouſand forins : but with it | | 


ſhould readily have been ſatisjed and had ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to conſider myſelf ſecure of re- 


ceiving this at leaſt, 


. 


( 2990 
As to what farthef concerned the poſſeſſion 
of my Sclavonian eſtates, I was free to com- 
mencea ſuit with the holders of them, and car- 
ry it on according to the laws of the country. 
5 More than this permiſſion I never deſired 
from the court, which had already an- 
nulled the arbitrary decree of Thereſa, ſo in- 
jurious to me and my children, and the diſ- 
graceful act of her chancellor of the exche · 
Ts | 
I now quietly awaited: a better fate, and 
my reward from a juſt emper: r, who was 
thoroughly acquainted with me, and with 
my ſentiments, and had received proofs of 
my capability of ſerving him, though my 
locks were filyered with age. 5 N 
For a time I remained at peace in the 
midſt of my family at Zwerbach, though 1 
too plainly perceived, that the fanatics in the 
courts at Vienna ceaſed not to perſecute me 
as a heretic, and watched every occaſion to 
| hunt me to the death, or to baniſh me from 
court, that I might not have it in my power 
to diſcloſe to the monarch their iniquitous | 


proccedings. Neither was attention wanting 
e 860 * 


E 


in the council of ſtate, where, as in all courts 
of juſtice, ſelf-intereſt is ever on the watch 
againſt men, who ſee things as they are, and 
ſpeak of them before the throne with freedom. 
They knew, too, the weak ſide of Leopold, N 
and let ſlip no favourable opportunity. 

In June 1791 J went to Buda, to ſettle with 
the bookſellers, and to purchaſe ſome wine. 
I remained there only ten days, during which 


| 5 I took up my abode on the caſtle-hill, at the 


| houſe of the keeper of the archives, von Ko- 
warczitſch, a learned antiquarian, eſteemed 
for his probity by the whole nation. Imme- 

diate ly the hatred of the monks attacked this 
blameleſs man; enemies were ſtirred up a- 


gainſt him; and a report was propagated, that 


I had prevailed on him, to ſearch the archives 
for the family writings of Trenck. Had this 
been done, it would have been no more than 


Juſtice : but, to the diſgrace of the. law of the 


exchequer | in Hungary, I muſt here make 
known, that the keeper of the archives is 


ſworn to keep ſecret all documents relative 


to family rights, and capable of being FRO TE 


mental to the treaſury, They can only be 


EO ſearched | 


8 
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ſearched by order of a judge of the coutt, and 
the report can be delivered only to him. In 
the way of all private individuals who make 5 
this equitable demand every obſtacle is to be 
thrown, and the keeper muſt deny every 


thing he can. It is to be obſerved, too, in my 
caſe, that the chancellor of the exchequer, 


count Graſſalkowitz, who was omnipotent in 
the time of Thereſa, and who deprived me of 
all my eſtates in contempt of the fundamental 
laws of Hungary, withdrew from the archives 
every thing chat could injure his heirs and 
friends, or betray his villainies, N he 


had reduced many families to poverty. 


The true hiſtory of the buſineſs was as fol- 

lows. I learnt there, not from Kowarckzitſch : 
God knows, but from a friend in the town 
council, that the emperor had ſent a private . 
order, to ſearch the archives for all papers 
relative to tHe FTrenck eſtates, and remit . 
into his own hands. This proves his good 5 
intention, for he had promiſed to repay me 
what the treaſury had received from the ſale 3 


of them, as he would not ſuffer it to be con- 


taminated with ill gotten g gold. - Uncene 
to | 


Re —_—  ———_ 
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the preſent poſſeſſor of my property got ſcent 
of this, and employed every poſlible artifice 


to prevent his ejection, as he mult imagine, 


that theemperor would never confirm proceed- 
ings contrary to the laws of Hungar v. 


Thus, ignorant of the ſource of my intel- 


ligence, they ſuſpected the worthy keeper of 
the archives, who kept in the profoundeſt ſe- 
creſy from me the emperor's commands. The 


biſhops reported beſides, that I had made him 
A convert to the deteſtable doctrines of Lu- 


How the affair terminated. 1 have never 
been able te diſcover. Thus much, however, | 
I know, the emperor actually reccived the 
documents; they were by him delivered to 

be examined, and reported, to the Hungarian 
| chancery at Vienna; which purpoſely gave the 
commiſſion to the vicepreſident count Maillat. : 
Ihle count is the Reptarher of baron Schandor, | 


the very perſon that has in poſſeſſion two of 
my chief lordſhips, avital eſtates, of which 1 
could never have been deprived according to 
law, and producing him a yeariy income of 


leyenty thouſand florins k. The report he 


Pp. £7875. 


made 


3 
made may eaſily be conjectured, fince nothing 
aroſe from it to my benefit. What follows evi- 
dently indicates the trick played on the occaſion. 
An unmarried brother of Schandor, and 
poſſeſſor of half theſe eſtates, had been eigh- _ 
teen years in the gaol of Rufstein, where he 
was condemned to perpetual impriſonment, 
for having firſt raviſhed and afterwards poiſon- 
ed two ſiſters, and committed other murders, 
If he died in priſon, his poſſeſſions, he having 
no children, would eſcheat to the crown. By 
the laws of Hungary, I, as original owner, 


ſhould have had a prior claim. As ſoon as 5 


the emperor demanded the T renck papers 


1 archives, his powerful relations fore- _ 
ſaw the conſequences, and procured a pardon _ 


for the murderer. Immediateiy on this he 
married, and obtained the protection of the 
22 nobles; conſequently my expectation was 
fruſtrated. This is the courſe of affairs on 
our earth, which is notwithſtanding, the beſt 
_ of all poſſible worlds. He 
Hlaving finiſhed my bulinefs, 1 returned 
with ſpeed to Vienna. Here, however, 1 


muſt 


( $0 + N 
| muſt introduce a circumſtance connected with 
| what follows, and a ſpecimen of 9 ma· 
| lice. | | 
| 
| 


„At Buda 1 dined with general von Barco, 
then commandant at that place, and who had 
been formerly my comrade as captain of horſe 
| in the regiment of Cordova. He is well 
l Known to be a ſelfiſh man, and a friend of 
the biſhop of Erlan, who ſpares no money to 
attain the accompliſhment of his fanatical pur- 
poſes. After dinner he gave me an invitation 
for the next day. I excuſed myſelf, however, 
as I was obliged to go to Fuered to receive 
ſome money from a Mr. von Mariaſy, who 
Was uſing the waters there for his health. Re- 
; turning home, however, I met Mr. von Ma- 
riaſy, on his way to Peſt; and of courſe my 
journey to F uered did not take place. Three 
days after I called on the general. He ſaid 
to me : hat are you returned already ?— 
I anſwered; I have not been, as I found my 1 
| friend here. Barco appeared ſurpriſed, and 
diſturbed. I obſerved it, but knew not the = 
reaſon, This1 afterwards learnt. - : 
vr = | Maria 


: "© Bf } 
Mariafy was 2 thorn in the biſhop's fide, 
and at this very time there was a meeting of 
ſeveral powerful nobles at the baths of Fuered, 
who, as I was afterwards informed, entered 
into a deſign todiminiſh the immenſe incomes | 
of the biſhops; with which they actually con- 
certed the ſtrengthening the hands of the mo- 
| narch to relieve the oppreſſed citizens and 
peaſants, and reduce the Power of the nobi- 
1 
This ſtep | failed not to fer in motion the 
| omnipotent prieſthood. Barco was vigilant 
for them, and artfully conveyed information. 
to the emperor, that the purpoſes of this 
meeting were inimical to nis intereſts ; at tho 
ſame time mentioning me as a party concern- 
ed, whilſt he ſuppoſed me to be there. 
In the mean time I purſued my journey to 
Vi jenna, and thence to Zwerbach; but in the 
b. ginning of September, received a ſummons 5 
from count Tige, acting pr eſident of the mi- 
litary court, to appear before it in perſon. 
Scarcely had I entered, when he ordered me 


in a dry authoritative fyle, 1 to {gn the fol- 
lowing | 
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lowing ridiculous bond, by the expreſs com- 


| mand "of the emperof, 
Bond, literally copied. 


« Whercas the annual penſion 1 have en- 


” joyed from your majeſty's favour, has been 
inſufficient to ſupply the wants of my nu- 


merous family, and I have hitherto been un- 
der the neceſſity of augmenting my income 


* E 


by the employment of my pen: and whereas 11 


vour majeſty i is now moſt graciouſly pleaſed 
to augment my penſion to the ſum of fifteen 
bundred flotins a year*, and to promiſe a 
penſion to my wife, if ſhe ſhould ſurvive me: 
in acknowledgment of this great indulgence 
own to me and my family, as well as in 

conformity to the internal conſciouſneſs, that 


my former made of gaining a livelihood by 


my pen is degrading firſt to the chara er of an 
officer conferred hy your moſt gracious favour, ſe- 
| condly 10 that of a man of jr/lity, I do volon- 
tarily bind m yielf, after mature deliberation, 


by * word as an n officer, and under forte; ture 


8 { 168, 166. 
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of my honour, fully and wholly to renounce 
every branch of authorſhip, particularly what- 
ever relates to public affairs, either in this 
country or any other, by no means to carry 
it on by myſelf or others, or to give any in- 
ſtructions in this reſpect to other perſons, and 
faithfully to deliver up to his excellency count 
von Tige, general of. cavalry, all eſſays, me- 
morandums, or papers, now in my hands, 
that have the remoteſt reference thereto; to 
remain as long as I live in the dominions of 
his Imperial majeſty; to conduct myſelf peace 
ably; and to take care that my family do the 
ſame, and that in ſuch a manner I, and in 
caſe of my deceaſe my ſurviving ſpouſe, render 
ourſelves, according to the utmoſt of our 
power, worthy and deſerving of that moſt 
gracious favour which we may hope for. 
In confirmation of theſe preſents, I have 
ſubſeribed my name to this inſtrument, and 
ſealed it with my ſeal, in the preſence of his 
excellency count Tige, general of cavalry, 
with the fiee aſſent, and of my own voluntary. 
Voice. Vienna, the 11th of Auguſt, 1791. 
J. 8 8 FI ede ric ka on ven cer TeEHck.““ 
The 


1 
4 The reader may gueſs what anſwer I made 
the general, ſtanding on the ſeat of judgment 
before me, after I had read this baſe — 
ment. 
I was threatened, however, with the caſtle, 
if J made the leaſt heſitation, —TI took up the 
pen, therefore, and wrote my name; at the 
ſame time declaring, that I would demand 
my diſmiſſion, as I would not facrifice my 
| honour, my liberty, and my love of letters, 
for any treaſure upon earth, much leſs for a 
penſion, which I here moſt freely renounced, 
Appealing to the emperor, 1 departed as a 
man groſsly injured, and the next Kay went 
hy e 
J muſt here anticipate" a little my 8517 10 
relate the ſubſtance of what I faid at large to 


\ the council of war in a deciſive tone, and the | 
4 true Trenck ſtyle, when I demanded back | 
1 my bond, into which I had been forced to | 
1 enter againſt my Will. It was nearly as fol- ; 
# low: 
q I never can or will believe, that the de- 9 
; : grading expreſſions and the requiſition con- | 
1 tained in that inſtrument could accord with 
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the commands of a monarch, who is the tu- 
telary deity of ſcience, who read and approv- 
ed in manuſcript before it was printed what 
[ wrote on the affairs of Hungary, and for 
whom I had freely encountered a thouſand 
perils. --- Can it poſſibly be unbecoming a 
ſoldier, to rank i in the learned world as I have 
done? My pen has procured me approbation : 
and celebrity throughout Europe, an honour 
that I would not exchange for the title of a 


feld-marſhal. What I have gained by my 


own talents will remain eternally mine: titles 
are ſeldom the rewards of merit, or good con- 
duct. None then but an enemy to truth, vir- 
tue and ſcience, none but ſome ignorant 
member of the military court, could have 5 
drawn up ſuch a ſcandalous and i injurious in- 
ſtrument. The ſtyle and orthography ſuffici- - 


ently denote the author, I was convinced, 


that my enemies had conſtructed it as a pitfal! 

5 for me, as the event completely proved: for 
on my viſiting Hungary, ten days after I had 
ſigned it, I was immediately arreſted, on pre- 
text of having broken it, though in it is ex- 

0 Py faid, that I would not travel out of 


the 


— 
— —-— 


1 


permiſſion.— 
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1 
the emperor” 8 hereditary dominions without 


Thus the Ames muſt fall i on my 


enemies. —I demanded the bond; for to keep 
it was totally againſt my will, and out of the 


Auſtrian territories 1 could frequently get 


more in a week by my pen, than the whole 
yearly amount of my penſion. My zeal, too 
for ſerving the houſe of Auſtria was cooled 
| by having laboured three-and-forty years in 
” . vain, {til hoping reward that I never received. 
That the future would be as the paſt I had 
reaſon to conclude, ſince my enemies at Vi- 
enna were too powerful to admit other ex- 
pectations; and my own maintenance, and 
my duties as a parent demanded from me a 
manly reſolve. I would repair therefore to 
the monaich, to obtain an explanation of this 
proceeding for which I could not account, or 
to ſolicit my diſcharge, as I wiſhed now to 


ſeek quiet in my old age, and withdraw my- 


ſelf altogether from the liſts, But alas! all 
remained eee, . 


I went immediately to the emperor, and 


found him in a | ſerious mood, His paternal 


FS, as Heart 


{Ht 


heart was affected at my tale; for I ſpoke as 


an injured man in my ſituation had a right to 
ſpeak. He was particularly aſtoniſhed, when 


I recited to him the diſgraceful contents of 
the inflrument; ſtill more when he heard the 
threats of general Tige, by which I was com- 
pelled to ſign it; and aſſured me, that he had 
never ordered ſuch a procedure, or ſuch - 


Preſſions. 5 


On my now rem! inding him of his pro- 
miſe; on my expoſing to him, that I had 
done nothing without his conſent, and had 
written for his intereſts alone, to the lacrifice 
of my own; and adding, that the bond I was 
| conſtrained to enter into fruſtrated all my pur- bf 
poſes, and announced to me his majeſty's diſ- 
Pleaſure and contempt; with a mild look he 
anſwered me in the. foll lowing. remarkable 


terms. wa 


Yes, my dear T renck, all chat you did bd . 
wrote laſt year ir Hungary is commendable, 
merits a reward, and I will not forget it: I 

told you, howey er, t that you Nould not make : 

me a party in the affair, for I couid not pro- 
tect you, and you mult cxtricate yourleli from 


the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( 312 . 


che ſnare. But as in your laſt journey in July 
you acted a part very different from the for- 


mer; as the grand rendezvous with my bit- 


tereſt enemies at Fuered, where you were the 
active perſon, is well known to me; as this 
meeting, ſo dangerous to me and my people, 
came to my knowledge through ſuch perſons, 


nay, through the town council and the general 
commandant; I have already diſmiſſed one 
Lany and one Kowaczitſch from their places, 
and commanded them to write no more in 


Hungary. 
How was 1 Pee at this denen 1 


| Never i in my whole life had I been at F uered; 


my conſcience was clear; I ſaw inſtantly, that 


it was a ſtroke of monkiſh rancour, which by 
means of bribery, artifice, or fanaticiſm had 
5 incited general Barco to this falſe denuncia- 


tion. 
1 anſwered, therefore, | in a "em tone : : 


: Sire, you are deceived: my actions ſpeak fr 
me: I never was at Fuered: the information 
is a trick of the clergy, to render me ſuſpec- 

ted. If a ſingle individual be juſtly caſhiered 
through my means, let me die by the hands 


n 
of the bangman, as a rebel and a traitor- 
Your majeſty is juſt : to its juſtice I appeal, 
and demand neither favour nor clemency. _ 
The humane and magnanimous monarch 
was wholly diſconcerted. He was certainly 
convinced of the goodneſs of my cauſe, yet 
durſt not form a reſolution accordingly ; my 
accuſers were too powerful. "Tis anſwer, 
therefore, was: 8 
Make yourſelf eaſy, T renee: I: am not ir- 
ritated againſt you: I know that you are an 
honeſt man: but my ears are continually aſ- 
failed on your account; you have too highly 
6 offended the clergy, and I have told you, that 
I dare not openly be your protector. The 


day after to-morrow I muſt go to Prague, on 


account of the coronation : take care of your- 
ſelf, that no malicious trick be playe i you in 
my abſence, and remain quict on your eſtate 
till my return. 

The converſation continued along time; T 
- aid a great dcal; ; and the emper ar appeared us 
to me to be Wa wering, ant to Rave his heal 


JM ſtuffed W; ich fal. le info! matichs. 


5 had n him, when! took 
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11 
poſt, and proceeded to Buda, to obtain on the 
ſpot more accurate information of the machi- 


nations of my enemies, intending thence to 
follow him to Prague, and openly demand 
ſatisfaction. 0 
My arrival at Buda excited great attention. 
Immediately I called on von Lany, the ſecre- 
tary to the town-council, and aſked him if 6 
had been caſhiered. He anſwered me, Yes. . 
As he had learnt, however, that he was 
diſmiſſed by the emperor's command, for 
having been concerned in the meeting at 
Fuered, he attempted his culpation, which he 5 
perfectly accompliſhed ; for he had never 
been at Fuered, V more than I; and his 
- falſe accuſer - 
but was hood to —— that he had at - 
deceived ; ſo his ſuperiors found that he had 
been innocently calumniated, reported his 
caſe, prevented his diſmiſſion, and obtained 
orders to indemnify him by conferring on him i 
a better place the firſt opportunity. 
0 ſimilar anſwer I received from the other : 
' worthy man. Thus it appears the beſt of 


5 monarchs had been too precipitate, had too 
haſtily 


could prove nothing, 
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haſtily credited the information of his courti- 


ers, and, contrary to his inclination and reſo- 
lutions, had ſigned an arbitrary ſentence, 


which on nearer examination he was forced 
to repeal. 


I now boldly endeavoured to F 
the complot, and ſoon traced it to its ſources. 
At Fuered there actually was a meeting of 
ſome noble- minded magnates. They had 


concerted together, to renounce, at the next 
diet, ſome of their ancient barbarous privi- 
leges; and to impart to the king more power 
to emancipate the citizens and peaſants from 
their ſlaviſh chains, and promote the induſtry 
of the people. On the other hand, it was 
their purpoſe to diminiſh the immenſe in- 
comes and power of the biſhops, reſtrain 
their unbounded covetouſneſs and ambition, 
and employ the ſurplus of their revenue to 
the general g good of the oppreſſed ſtate, m. 
encouraging induſtry, inſtructing the large b 
body of the almoſt ſavage people, and i invi- 
gorating manufactures and commerce. 


N heſe ſchemes the monks diſcovered. | 
P - 5 5 Well : 


„ 
Well acquainted with all my writings, the aim 
and purpoſe of which were the fame, they 
doubted not a ſingle moment my being at the 
bottom of the Fuered meeting. General 
Barco, a man whoſe character is well known 
throughout Hungary, was pitched on by them, : 
as the general commandant, to deceive the 
' monarch, and repreſent the aſſembly as fram- 
ing a very dangerous plot againſt him, whilſt 
on the contrary it had his a and its country's 
good ſolely in view. ENS 
A monk of the name of Gabelliofer, with 
the moſt artful malice, culled paſſages from 
my Macedonian Hero, to prove, that ſix-and- 
- twenty years before I had entertained deſigns 
againſt monarchs 1 in g general, and endeavoured : 
to render them 601 0 of Ciſtruſt to the peo- 
ple. To theſe he added extracts from : a book, 
In which I had ſpoken of the origin of che 
French revolution in a way to deter all peo- 

ple from copying it, that, taken by them ſelves, 
appcared to convey a meaning totally diffe- - - 

rent from what they bote when conſidered 380 
with the context. The devil himſelf could 
not have acted with more meney olenc. His 


- neluſion ; 


. 

concluſion from theſe was, that I ſought to 
ſtir up the people againſt the nobility and 
clergy ; and that, as my writings and con- 
duct in Hungary had procured me a great 
many partiſans, particularly amongſt the pro- 
teſtants, his majeſty would do well, to forbid 
my writing more, as being a dangerous man 
in chat country; to prevent my viſiting it 
again; and to cauſe me to be watch ed nar- 

rowly, or to ſecure my perſon. 
The prudent monarch knew my heart, it 
— true; and my ſentiments towards him; 
and had read, and ſecretly approved all my 
wWritings: yet he found himſelf neceſſitated to 
acquieſce in the information given by the 
town- council, the powerful clergy, and a ge- 
neral commandant. Thus he was induced 
to iſſue a command to the military court to 
lay before me the above- mentioned bond, as 
a mean of ſatisfying my enemies. In this 
court a wicked fanatic preſided. He drew 
up the inftrument i in his own execrable ſtyle, 
which no one can miſtake, and demanded of 
me much more than his orders expreſſed. 
Perhaps che biſhop' s gold, or his promiſe of 
1 1 ſome 
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11 ſome conſiderable abſolution, contributed not 4 
33 | 
| q In the courſe of two days I as unravelled | 
dhe whole intrigue by which the emperor had 

been impoſed upon, and inſtantly reſolved to 

| proceed to Prague, to diſcloſe it to him. On 
j i my return to my inn, the ſign of the eagle, 
k | | > eleven in the evening, the waiter told me, 
kat the commandant geld. marſhal prince Co- 
[ burg had ſent to deſire me to be with him at 


ten the next morning. At the ſame time I 

found a letter from a ſriend at Vienna, one of 

1 [| 1 judges of the military court, acquainting 

| me, that the court had iſſued an order to the 

1 general commanding at Buda to put me un- 

1 | : der arreſt, and ſend me to Vienna, as I had 

| gone to Hungary without permiſſion, contrary | 

0 the obligation I had ſigned. 

Il was not ignorant of the power and mode 

ö of proceeding of this court, in which one ene- 

my! is ſufficient to ruin the greateſt general, 

I nſtances enough are notorious. Counſellor 

OG Weber ſentenced prince Eugene to death, 

| - for beating the Turks without his orders: 

188 and 2265 uncle Tienck, the well-known chief 
| | of 5 


h 

of the pandours, who had done ſuch ſignal 
ſervices to the ſtate, died unprotected at the 
Spielberg, as a juſtly condeinned malo factor, 
becauſe he had ſecret enemies in the military 
court, as I have inconteſtibly proved in a 
former volume of my hiſtory. 5 

The ſame fate had I to apprehend, if [ fe 
into the hands of theſe gentry. To ſhun the 
the danger, there efore, I reſolved not to go to | 
prince Coburg in the morning, and ſet of 
early for Waitzen, four miles diſtant from 
Buda, where I waited at a retired inn for my 
money, in order to proceed to the emperor, 
to fruſtrate all their attempts, 
There, however, I was arreſted the next 
day, conducted back to Buda, where, as a de- 
 linquent, I was watched all night at the guard- — 
houſe with the moſt laughable parade, and in 
, the morning I was ſent with extra-poſt horſes 
to Vienna, under the care of a captain of the 
_ garriſon, Mr. von Cinnique, who had orders 
not to let me ſpeak or write to any perſon. _ 
It is remarkable, that I muſt have been 
: a as an atrocious malefactor, for, 
though 1 ranked in the line as a major of the 
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Imperial forces, I was delivered into the 
charge of a corporal of the police, which, ac- 
cording to the rules of the ſervice, could only 
be done where the delinquent has already 
been condemned in due form either to death, 

or to the houſe of correction. As for this 
ignominious treatment I have hitherto receiv- 

ed no ſatisfaction, I am juſtified in thus pub- 
licly branding with the epithet of ſcoundrel 
him who iflved ſuch an order; and could I 

find him out I would apply to him no other 
title, even were he to ſtrut before 1 me with a 
field-marſhal's ſtaff, | 

The next morning I was conveyed into 

the town, and kept under arreſt in my own 
houſe, The grenadier lieutenants were Change 

ed daily, remained in my apartment, and were 

ordered not to permit me to write to any one, 

and not even to ſuffer my wile and children 
to be admitted to me; cruelty that could be 
exerciſed only in ſtates where de ſpotiſm pte- 
vails in the extreme, 
TI awaited the emperor's return from Bo- 
hemia, with a mind free from reproach, and 


at ured of victory : but on the ninetec ath day 
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„ 
of my arreſt, and three days before his arrival 
at Vienna, the town-major came to me, and 


brought me my ſword, with the following re- 


ſcript from the military court. 
* AS a miſunderſtanding has prevailed 
throughout the whole affair, major baron 


Trenck is hereby ſet at liberty from his ar- 
reſt, which he brought upon himſelf, by not 


waiting on the general commandant accord- 
ing to the rules of the ſervice, and changing 


his abode at Buda three times. The writings 
taken from him in conſequence of this miſ- | 
take are allo hereby directed to be reſtored.” 


It is obſervable on this occaſion, that, 


whilſt I was in Hungary, my apartment was 
forcibly broken open, and all my papers ſeiz- 
cd. Conſequently I mult have been accuſed 

of treaſon, otherwiſe this could not have been b 
done: yet no one had examined me, no one 5 
had told me the cauſe of my arreſt. 


Does not ſuch a proceeding blur the reign 


ol a monarch, who ſo ſolemnly declared, that 
no arbitrary act ſhould be exerciſed in his do- 
minions whilſt he wielded the ſceptre, yer a 
general, a counſellor, to the cternal diſgrace 


RT; 
74. 1 


„ 
a 


cm) 


of the laws, could thus trample on the rights 


of the people with i impunity, = 

| Nay more——three-and- forty years I had 
ſerved the ſtate with honour, and merited re- 
ward and eſteem : I had unqueſtionably ſerv- 


ed it with more zeal, and more efficacy, than 
any of thoſe who ill-treated me: J had been 
a ſtaff- officer thirty years: I poſſeſſed landed 
eſtates and lordſhips in Auſtria, had a wife 
and eight children there, and my eldeſt ſon at 
twenty - three years of age was a captain: every 
one knew, that I would not be either general 
or miniſter, that the emperor honoured me 
with his confidence, and that J had performed 
a very important part for him in Hungary: 
yet monkiſh rancour found means to engage 
prince Coburg, well known for his humane 
diſpoſition, to ſuffer himſelf through mere 
imbecility, a fault of nature, not the heart, 
not only to put a man like me under arreſt, 
but to ſend to the military court an informa- 
tion now notoriouſly known to be falſe. 
This information was, that 1 had three 
: * changed my habitation 1 in Buda, and on 
this account he deemed me a ſuſpicious perſon... 
cs OT - e 
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(343 } 
As this aſſertion is poſitively untrue, and 
as all the conſequences that ſo groſsly injured 


me aroſe from this falſe information; as in 
the Auſtrian dominions, particularly in Hun- 
gary, where J had done, ſuffered, and loſt ſo 
much, and been lately engaged in ſuch im- 
portant concerns, no one ſurely could reckon 
me in the number of thoſe vagabonds, over 
whom i it behoves the police to keep a watch- 
ful eye; it is inconteſtibly clear, that the ad- 
Jutant, or reporting general commandant, was 7 
— the monks decei ved into playing me ſuch 
"=: trick, or the falſe reporter took a very in- 
conſiderate ſtep, and acted not like an honeſt 


man. The former is probable ; yet the latter 
is ſuſpicious, as no anſwer was given to my 


_ earneſt application for inveſtigating the buſi- 


neſs, and tranſmitting the ju. Aiclal information 


to the ſupreme court, 


Poſſibly a man fo important as > military 


chief was aſhamed of being convicted of an 
error in a circumſtance clear as noon day, and 
wiſhed to maintain his own reputation for in- 
5 fallibility with a court accuſtomed to act ar- 
bitrarouſiy. J, however, am juſtified, in de- 
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F 
fence of my own hogour, to give the appella- 
tion of calumniators to him or them, by whom 
the falſe information was given. It is known 
that I remained at Buda but two days, during 
which I lodged at the Eagle; and on the third 
I left that houſe : but ſurely, had I quitted that 
inn for another, or gone to reſide with a friend, = 
ſuch a circumſtance could not have rendered 
ſuſpicious a man like me, a man of my pub- 
lie character.. dt 
In any caſe, to prince Coburg alone are 
im putable all the conſequences occaſioned by | 
his precipitate information ; ;i and 1 hereby Fa 
challenge him to the open proof of it, con- 
tented to forfeit both my property and my 
honour, if he can adduce legal evidence of . 
its truth. This explanation I owe to myſelf, 
and to my children, as in Vienna I could ob- 
tain no equitable ſatisfaction. 
N he emperor was as well convinced of 
the verity as the public: but he could not 
. puniſh a fieldmar ſhal as a liar ; ; ſtill leſs could 
he brand the whole military bench with the 
ſevere reproof of inconſiderate precipitancy, 
or deſpotic contempt of the laws. Thus was 


2 the victim of policy and overw 0 cening power; - 
and 
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(.325-) 
and as I am wont to manage no one, where 
the rights, the honour, the ſafety of the beſt 


of citizens may be invaded with impunity ; 
as the molt enlightened motarch is unable to 
protect them againſt an aſſociation, that is not 


nobleminded enough honourably to repeal 


| what has been determined, probably, by party 
ſpirit or imbecility ; nothing was left for me 


but to give way to a power I could not reſiſt, 
In a_ firm tone, therefore, I demanded 
public ſatisfaction, or my diſcharge, cheerful- 


ly renouncing my military penſion of nine 
hundred florins, together with my rank; and 
claimed the bond I had ſigned on conpulſion; 


declaring, that I would ſpend the remainder 


© my days as I Pleaſed, in perfect indepen- 7 
dence, either in the Auſtrian dominions, or 
out of them, without requiring the permiſſion 
of any one, and without owing obedience . 
any military ſuperior. 


A report of this was made, and I received = 


the following decree from the war office, to 
Which as paramount 1 had made applica- 15 
non dtc 


« His majeſty grants. major baron x renck, 


5 agrecably to his requeſt, leave o reſign his. 
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( 326 ) 
ok of major, without ſigning the obligation 


uſual on ſuch occaſions; and reſolves to give 
him back the bond he entered into to quit the 
profeſſion of letters; to increaſe the penſion 


he has hitherto enjoyed from nine hundred 


florins to fifteen hundred; and to leave the 
ſame to his wife and children perſonally, that 
they may enjoy it in his majeſty's territories. 
Whereby baron Trenck is free to culti- 
vate the ſciences ; at the ſame time the above- 


mentioned bond to quit writing is reſtored ; 


and it is farther, declared, that his wife and 
daughter are to receive the afore- mentioned 
penſion of fifteen hundred florins a year, at 
the military pay-office, from the 18th of this 
Preſent month of October, being the day. of 


the date of his majeſty' s reſolution, the mo- 


ther giving her receipt for the ſame. 


« Vienna: the 18th of October, 1791. 


N Orlandini. 


c TO F rederic baron Trenck. by - 


Could any one receive a much more ho- 
nourable diſmiſſion ? And does not this ſhew 
the juſtice and kindneſs of the emperor's ſen- 
timents towards me? When I demanded my | 
RE diſcharge, 
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diſcharge, and proudly renounced my pen- 


| ſion, he increaſed it, and gave it to my chil- 


dren. This is an evident proof, that he was 


well inclined towards me, though ſituated as 
he was he could do nothing for me openly, 
without offending the Hungarian clergy, 
whom he had reaſon ſtill to treat with cau- 
tion. It was imagined, however, that I would 


not have ventured to write ſo much at the 
diet, if I had not been ſure of ſecret protec- 
tion. Add to this, ſo many complaints were 


made, and ſo many informations given, that 
the monarch could not well do leſs than en- 
join me filence, or command me back to Vi- 
enna ; but as neither of theſe took place to 
the termination of the diet, no one, doubted 
of the political connivance of the court, and 
deemed me an inſtrument employed by Leo- 
pold to effect his purpoſes. He durſt not yet, 
therefore, publicly protect or reward me; 
and though he had ſolemnly promiſed me, 
at leaſt to reſtore what the treaſury had actu- 
5 ally received from the ſale of the Trenck 
eſtates, and gave me leave to proceed againſt 
the preſent Poſſeſſor according to the laws f 


. 3 


| (. 328 ) 
Hungaay ; though. he had aſſured me, that, 
on the diviſion of the fiſcal eſtates in the Ban- 
nat, I ſhould receive an equivalent for what 
I had loſt; he remained undecided, and poſt- 
poned the performance of his promiſes, till a 
ſpeedy death bereit him of the power. 
Thus in all my undertakings was I the ſport 
of my untoward fate i Often had it fixed me 
apparently ſecure on the pinnacle of hope; 
and in a moment I found myſelf obliged to 
ſtruggle anew againſt want and perſecution, 
Under Frederic the great my proſpects were 
moſt ſplendid: when ſlander and precipitan- 
cy quickly reverſed the ſcene. Maria Thereſa. 
miſtruſted me, becauſe I did not go to maſs. 
Frederic's policy led him to avail himſelf of 
the occaſion, and his wellpaid ſpies at Vienna 
contrived to keep me in idleneſs, that I might 
do him no injury. In her laſt days ſhe diſ- 
| Covered, that ſhe had been miſtaken with 
reſpect to me, and had given up my eſtates 
to injuſtice and rapine. She was on the point 
pf recompenſing me, but died without having 
in her whole life beſtowed the ſmalleſt benefit 
on me, though I had been a victim to her 
JFF. oe 


(339-7 
ſervice, as I have related in the former part 
of my hiſtory truly and without reſerve. In 
Ruſſia the road to fortune lay open to me; 
when the Pruſſian ambaſſador Golz, by the 
command of his court, totally obſtructed it, 
and forced me back afreſh into the wilderneſs 
: of forrow. The emperor Joſeph ſought me, 
and found a downright honeſt man, who told 

him the plain truth, and predicted all the con- 
ſequences of his inconfiderate undertakings. 


1 
Thus I was not a man for him, or he for me; 


kept myſelf as far as poſſible from him; 1 - | 


| ſought juſtice, but found it not; and I could 
5 diſpenſe with titles, * ©" Fg favour. 
Much, however, I labouted for him, both 
bodily and m entally : but he was ſuſpicious, 
| and did nothing for me, and too late diſco- | 
vered, that I could have rendered him conſi- 
derable ſervice. He died by me unlamented, 
Leopold alcended the throne. I knew him 
well; he gave me his eſteem, and won my 
| beart, and my whole confidence. W hat I did 
for him, how? zealouſly I ſacrificed my own in- 
tereſts to ſerve him, I have here related wich- 


out it parade, A, concatenation of events and cir- 
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c e alone prevented his rewarding 


ak; ; and he died when I thought miei 
at the goal of my hopes. 


experience, and capable of great purpoſes, 1 
departed from Vienna, where an honeſt man 
has nothing but ingratitude and perſecution to 


old to begin a freſh career with a young 


perfect independency, where he who is tho- 
roughly acquainted with the world may ac- | 


| military court, having ſought juſtice in vain, 
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» Indeciſion retarded the fulfilment of his 


Wearied out with conteſts, Ao by 


expect from the powerful many. I was too 


prince; and reſolved to chooſe the ſtate of 


quire fame, and the approbation of bis fellow 4 
citizens. + | 
Quitting this Ggreſſion reſume the chread . ö | 
of my narrative. 5 

When I could obtain no ſatisfaction for the 
groſs in treatment I had received from the 


1 appeared openly in public, and at the thea- 
tre. Every one ſtared at me with aftoniſh- 
ment, for my enemies had ſpread a report 
that I had excited a rebellion in Hungary, 
been conveyed 1 to o Vienna chained hand and 
foot, 
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E 
foot, and thence ſent to the Spielberg for 
life. The very day, on the evening of which 
I was at the play, and held my head erect in 


the midſt of my abject enemies, who wiſhed 


me joy of my good fortune, a counſellor de- 
clared on his honour, in a private company, 
that he ſaw me ſhut up in the tower deftined 


por the reception of lunatics ; and the public 
papers had already incarcerated me as a trai- 
tor in the moſt fearful dungeon. 


This was not all. Three days after this 


ſcene, which was ſo little to the credit of the 

| knaves and blockheads of Vienna, I went to 

| Zwerbach, to my wife and children. As I 
had given directions to the keeper of a coffee- 
houſe in the neighbourhood, to take my let- 
ters from the poſt-office, and to forward them 

to me, I had been ſurpriſed at receiving none. 
On my return I aſked him the reaſon. His 

_ anſwer was, that one Groflinger had come 8 

him in the name of the police, and had de- 

8 manded of him all my letters with ſevere 

threats. Enraged at ſuch a palpable offence, 
at a time when I had fo honourably obtained 
my freedom, and certainly could not be an 
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object of ſuſpicion to any magiſtrate or any 
man of honour, I haſtened to the director of 
the police, Mr, von Beer, who bears the cha- 


infliction of due puniſhment on Groſſinger, | 
whom all Vienna knew to be an abandoned -Mf 
villain, 3 


fired of me a requiſition in writing, that he : 
might procure me full ſatisfaction, as the man 4 
was not of the number of the ſpies of the po- 3 
lice, and had never received from it any ſuch 
orders. A fortnight I waited for the deter- 


vent to him a ſecond time. Without ſtop- 
thing fellow handſomely: I'll warrant he 

won't dare to play ſuch a trick again. Il de- 
complaint i in writing; but received no anſwer, 


and the fellow went unpuniſned. 


life, his honour, his freedom, his Property, 


3323 


racter of an honeſt man, and demanded the 


Mr. von Beer Sende ihonithed;-and de- 


mination, when, nothing having been done, 


ping to hear what I had to fay, he immedi. 2 
ately begar—1 have given it the goodforno- 


manded his punition, and again delivered my 


Is not this a palpable inſtance of German 
tyranny ? What honeſt man is ſecure of his 
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3 
where magiſtrates can protect the perpetra- 


tors of ſuch acts as endanger the ſafety of the 


beſt citizens ? And this happened during the 


reign of the moſt juſt and excellent Leopold. ; 


To him I finally went, and found him gra- 
cious as uſual. His mind was agitated and 


vexed, as he knew me well, and was con- 
ſcious, that my zeal for him had ne on 
me this perſecution. 


My precipitancy alone he + diana in de- 
manding from the war-office my diſcharge, 


which he could not reſuſe: at the ſame time 
L 5 aſſuring me of his compaſſion and future fa- 
S vour, eſpecially for my children, and de- 

ſiring me to wait a more favourable oppor- 


tunity, when his hands would be more at 


| liberty to do good than at preſent. 


On my reminding him of his promiſe, to 


5 indemnify my loſſes by eſtates in the Bannat, 
he ſaid: have patience : it ſhall certainly be 
done, but cannot at preſent, for the Hunga- 
: garian clerg 2, your grand enemies, would 
; thereby be confirmed in their ſuſpicion, that 5 
1 approved your writing and conduct, and 


meant it as a reward for them. In Hort, he 


bad me remain quiet on my eſtate, in expec- 
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tation of ſome better opportunity, and had 


not the courage openly to do me juſtice. _ 
Thus are the hands of princes tied, when 
miniſters have once wriggled themſelves into 
deſpotic power, and the clergy by their poi- 
ſonous arts deter them from acting nobly. 
The wiſe Leopold was aware of the danger, 
and would certainly have diminiſhed their 
power, and their uſurped influence in the 
ſtate, had not his reign been ſo ſhort. 
He knew the ſource of the evils that pre vail- 
ed in his dominions. 4 have convincing 
| proofs of his penetration, ard of his ſchemes 
for attaining by circuitous means this exalted 
purpoſe, too perilous to be achieved by open 


attacks. I had reaſon alſo to expect my hap- 


| pineſs from his hand ;* whilſt I ſaw an honeſt 
man on the throne, and reſolved to obſerve _ 
the patience he had preſcribed me. But my 
_. wayward fate bereft me of this great and hu- 
mane ſovereign, before he could accompliſh : 
his purpoſes with reſpect to me. Dreadful | 
news for me, when my ear was aſſailed by the 4 


meſſage of his death! Reader, art thou a 


prey to deſpondency. Revolve in thy mind 


my hiſtory; learn from me to ſtand firm in 


misfortune: 5 


1 


1 
by 7 
& 


VV 
misfortune : advance boldly to meet the dan- 
ger: diſpenſe with the favour of the preat: 


and ſeek reſource in thyſelf. I braved the 
obſtinacy of Frederic, and was the martyr of | 
his regal power: I ſought juſtice from the 


pious Thereſa, and ſhe demanded and re- 
ceived abſolution where ſhe was prevented 


from being juſt: Joſeph promiſed me every 


thing, but I knew him, and from him I would 


aſk nothing: for Leopold I did much, and of 

him obtained nothing, as he died too ſoon ; 
from his ſucceſſor I expect every thing, * 

5 before my qwn death arriv es, he be willing 
to reward my ſervices to him and his prede- 
cebſſors: but I will not again begin, where I 
ought long ago to have left of 


Deprived of peace, and ever the butt* of | 


fanatics and perverters of juſtice, I lived a few _ 
weeks on my eſtate, and ſent my wife = 
Vienna before Leopold died. 


He received her with every mark of dil. f 
tinction, which immedietely excited envy; 


and recommended her himſelf to the empreſs, 
x whoſe diſpoſal he had given all prebends and 
= penſions on female foundations. Her ma- 


ß a 
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jeſty received her with particular courteſy, 
and deſired her firſt lady of the bedchamber 
to remind her of my daughter as ſoon as any 
vacancy. ſhould happen. — Alas! ſhe alſo is 
dead, and had in like manner done nothing. 
But I am too weary, I have been too often 
diſappointed, to make new attempts; and 
will ſeek in foreign countries what I could 
never find in unfecling Auſtria, Vet ſince 1 
revere Leopold as my tutelary deity, even in 
tho graye, though he never in fact beſtowed on 
me any benefit adequate to the ſervices I per- 
: formed ; it is a duty incumbent on me to pro- 
claim bim truly to the world, ſuch as I proved 
him, ſuch as from my conſcience Ic can aver 
he mm 
The inclinations, the temper, the kenti⸗ 
ments, the qualities of Leopold were diame- 
trically oppoſite to thoſe of his brother Joſeph. 
He was indeed a man. As a monarch he was 
framed by nature, he was faſhioned by art, 
to render his people happy, and to diſpenſe 
peace and tranquillity to every cottage. "T4 ; 
£ this his will ever inclined; but his abilities, 5 


though 


C397 2 
though far above mediocrity, were not of the 
firſt claſs. Haſtineſs of determination de- 
dried him not of the ſteadineſs of a legiſlator; 
and, poſſeſſing a ſound jodgment, the govern- 

ment of the ſmall ſtate of Tuſcany prepai ed 
him for enterpriſes more important. 

Every exalted action was congenial to his 

feeling mind: but within the narrow confines 
of Florence he would know every thing, and 
had ſufficient time to attend to things of little 
moment; whence in the more ample bounda- 

ries of Vienna he augmented his labour by 
objects that a great monarch ſhould leave to 


his ſervants. The informations of ſecret ſpies 7 


in private ſocieties, which afford opportunity _ 
for flander to adminiſter its envenomed cup, | 
were not permitted to aſſail his throne, 


True it is, that on his arrival he threw i into Ds 


5 the fire, without reading them, whole packets 
of accuſations, which his predeceſſor had pre- 
ſcrved for his favourite amuſement, True it 
is, that Joſeph left ! be hind him a black book, 
in which were entered the names of all who 


were to be at ſome future period objects of : 


_ puniſhment, jor to be for ever excluded from 
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erving the ſtate: equally true, that tlie heir 


of Leopold ſnatched at it; and would have 
read it, had not his noble: minded father torn 


it from his hand, and thrown'! it into the fire, 


with theſe ever memorable words: Wb neither 
you nor I muſt know the contents,” | 


What an amiable feature in the character 5 


of a monarch | From ſuch an one his ſubjects 


had no arbitrary exertion of power to fear. 


Yet his officers of juſtice leagued together 
found means to lay reſtraint on his benevolent 
deſigns, by adminiſtering proper doſes of 
alarm or ſuſpicion, and to throw a veil over 
5 their wonted miniſterial tyranny. 


No monarch is omniſcient. From the 
centre of an extenſive territory, no human 
eye can dart its beams to every point of the 


circumference, with ſufficient force to pene- 
trate the clouds in which artifice envelopes 
- truth. Thus to guile J fell a victim. Well 


as Leopold knew my heart and my good- will, 


he could not openly {how miſtruſt of the com- 


bined multitude of pr: jeſts, nobles, and law- 
| yers, and was obliged at leaſt to appear to 
5 believe what they exhibited in a falſe light. 


Suffice 


V 
Suffice it, he ſaw more clearly tban was gene- 
rally ſuppoſed, and had his life been longer, 
would have ſhown in due time, that he was 
not ſo eaſy to be led as many imagined. Un- 
fortunate he mounted the throne at a period 
when Joſeph had flung every thing into con- 
_ fuſion and uproar: his dominions were a per- 
fect chaos. Brabant had already ſeparated it- 
ſelf from them, and was loſt; and all his other : 
provinces were ripe for revolt. By the pre- 
cipitancy of his decrees, his predeceſſor had 
irritated all his ſubjects, and produced uni- 
5 = tumult : diſcontent had reached its ſum- a 


This he found, and fruſtrated all the 95 | 


15 cham of his enemies. YL + 
. clergy had excited an inſurre ian in 
Brabant, and that fine province was already 
gone. Hungary was in a ſimilar ſituation; 
and the fealty of Bohemia was in a tottering 
ſtate. The Turkiſh war had exhauſted the 
treaſury, and ruined the army; and a ſcanty 
harveſt threatened with famine a diſcontented 
and truly injured people. On the other hand, 
the formidable armies of Prufſia were already 
on the frontiers, pre pred to give the mo- 
8: a 


- C 
narchy its deadly blow. Never was Auſtria 
in a ſtate ſo alarming as at this period. The 
prudence of Leopold, his timely condeſcen- 
ſion, and his, ſagacious policy, alone found 
means to ward off the threatening peril. He 
won the hearts, the confidence of the Hunga- 
rians; and concluded the peace of Reichen- 
bach, on terms that can be blamed only by 
_ thoſe who are ignorant of the ſtate of Auſtria + 2 
at the time. 
| This ſtep changed che bebe throughout 
ee Peace enſued on all fides. Se- 
ceded Brabant returned to its duty. The - } 
Hungarians liſtened to Leopold, and, though 5 
they murmured, ſubmitted to his commands. 
The power of their ambitious nobles was cur- 
| failed, He directed the coronation to be per- 
bo formed at Preſburg, which they would have 
had take place at Buda: his mild conduct 
rendered his ſway unfelt: and he ſoon won 
the hearts of that factious people, that they 
are now more than ever inclined to ſpend 
their lives and properties for a good king: i 
This was certainly a maſter-ſtroke of fine 


1 policy. 


» 2 peace I 
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A peace with Turkey followed, as it was 


not the wiſh of Leopold to conquer unpeo- 
pled deſerts. Greatly too as the deſigns of 


5 Pruſſia and Auſtria militated againſt each 


other, he found means to accord che intereſts 
of both monarchies, and promote the frater- | 
| nity of the German ſtates. OED 
Not leſs memorable in the eyes of poſte- 
rity, than aſtoniſhing to contemporaries, will 
appear this epoch, ſuſpicious as the Pruſſian 
patriots are of the means by which a ſuppoſed 
impoſſibility | was accompliſhed. 
A certain miniſter has cenſured me with 
much bitterneſs, as having contributed great- 
ly to this peace, by my influence on the mo- 
narch, and my finiſter means. By future ge- 
nerations I ſhall be judged: and farther on T 
| ſhall ſubmit more of theſe weighty reproaches 7 
to the opinion of every honeſt reader. At 
95 preſent, I ſhall purſue my delineation of a 
monarch, whoſe aſhes I revere, as he deſerves 
the grateful remembrance of eyery true- 


| hearted German, and his prudence prevented , 


| the effuſion of much teutonic Need, 
ä Uniform 


wy 1 
Uniform in his conduct, as he was the 
father of his family, he was the father of his 
people. He had read much, and reflected 
deeply. His plans he digeſted maturely, and 
carried into execution with coolneſs. His 
firmneſs was unſhaken in the greateſt perils, Z 
Benevolent to the oppreſſed, when offended 
he was by no means implacable. The good” 0 
nels of his heart gave ſoul to his actions; and 
even when he was ſeduced into arbitrary 
deeds, never monarch thought more nobly. 
His numerous yet juſt penſions, which he 
willingly conferred only on thoſe who needed 
alliſtance, proved his exalted ſentiments ; and 
that he knew how to value merit and ſcience, 
no one will doubt that has obſ rved his con- 
” CCC 
le never gave way to the dangerous 5 
workings of anger, though his temper ſeemed 
anclined to haſtineſs ; neither inexorable, nor 
revengeful, he was always eaſy to be appeaſ- 
ed. In reading inſtructive books he took 
pleaſure; thirſt of knowledge kept pace 
with the fondneſs of his judgment. Grave, 
when circumſtances demanded gravity, his 
, 
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| ſocial behaviour Was always engaging and 
affable; and he willingly put off the reſerved 
and imperious aſpect of majeſty, for the 
ſmile of complacence. His palace was free 
of acceſs to all the oppreſſed, without diſtinc- 
tion of rank : and, though the never- ſatisfied 
people of Vienna complained, that he was 
more bountiful of conſolation than of aſſiſt- 
ance, he certainly did much real good, and 
liſtened with patience to every one's com- 
plaint. Impoſſible, indeed, was it for him to 
ſatisfy all; the burden was too heavy, the in- 
veſtigation would have exacted too much 
time: he was obliged, therefore, to refer 
many petitions to the eſtabliſned courts, which > 
continued to act in the uſual mode, and, in 
reſpect to juſtice and noble- mindedneſs, differ- 
ed widely from their maſter. Hence mary 
had reaſon to ſigh. whoſe griefs he wou'd 
have removed in time, had he been more 
than man. He beheld the oppreſſion of his 


75 people, and laboured in ſecret to bind the 


hands of petty tyrants, and eſtabliſn a due 
equilibrium between the different clafits. 
v8 he time of accompliſhing this important 


| Q4 : | ente! Prize 
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enterprize, however, remained at a diſtance : 
whilſt che power of the prieſthood was fo in- 
timately interwoven with that of the nobility, 
and the national character had been depraved 
through his predeceſſor's weakneſs. 

In general, whatever way he turned him- 

ſelf to procure aſſiſtance, he found true pa- 

triotiſm extin& : as the complying diſpoſition | 
and exceſſive good-nature of Thereſa had : 


in indulgencies, who, uniting together for 


protection, preyed on the very vitals of the 
Kate with umpunity. | 7 
Difficult, nay impoſſible, | it is for a prince 
| to find remedies for an evil become inveterate 
by continuance; and few are willing, few are 
capable, of ſacrificing their own intereſt to 
the general good. This Leopold ſaw, and 
felt in its full force. By fo much the more 
grievous to him was the burden of govern- 
gy ment: yet, ſtedfaſt 1 in his purpoſe Sy he would ; 
have made conſiderable advances in the inter- 
nal regulations of the ſtate, had he not been 


too much occupied by external affairs, that 


retarded the eſtabliſhment of a neceſſary and 
durable 
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durable peace, and had not an early death 
fruſtrated all his ſchemes. To his worthy 
ſucceſſor he left his example, his princely vir- 
tues, his model, according to which he ſhould 
reſtore the decayed fabrick of the Auſtrian 
monarchy. It requires perſeverance, with 
Herculean powers; yet I know him ſo well, 
that J dare preſage the beſt effects. From 
my heart I wiſh him good counſcllors, a wiſe 
choice, honeſt aſſiſtants, and patience, ſtead- 
faſtneſs, health, power, and good fortune to 


attain the nobleſt purpoſes of a worthy mo- 


narch. He knows me: and during his reign 
my children will be conſidered as the offspring 
of a man who was never idle when an oppor= 

tunity offered of rendering ſervice to Auſtria. 
Reaſon and local knowledge, my domeſtic 
Wants and paternal duty, lead me to wander 

8 foreign countries only till the young mo- 
narch ſhall ſeek men who will readily labour 
for him without the ſtimulus of ſelf-intereſt, 


or the deſire of titles. That I am as little de- 


\ ficient in inclination ; as in in. he is indu- 1 5 


bitably convinced. x 
5 ö Si 


. 


e 
Leopold was a ſincere chriſtian, though he 
had examined and perfectly knew the abuſes 
that had crept into religion, From all myſ- | 
tical ſuperſtition he was far removed; yet | 
found it neceſſary to accommodate himſelf to | 
the circumſtances of the times, whilſt the po- 
licy of Rome occupied itſelf in hoodwinking 
the people, and the ambition of the hierarchy 
knew how to bind the hands of the moſt 
prudent prince. By moderation, and the con- 
cealment of his real deſigns, he certainly 
would have accompliſhed the aim of a true 
ather of his country. The enormous income 
of the biſhops, the devouring ſwarm ofmenks, 
and the palſying ſpirit of fanaticiſm, he would | 
| Inevitably have by degrees diminiſhed. Theſe | 
important works, however, he was obliged to 
leave to the inheritor of his throne. Heaven 
grant, that he may not be lukewarm in the 
execution, and deterred from their purſuit; 
} and that jeſuitiſm, which has crept in amongſt 
the miniſters and nobility, may never more 
ftt its head, to carry us back to the times of 
i the croifades, of a Sixtus, or of a Borgia - 
; Thhat the ſentiments of the emperor, of whom 
h SEED 0 . 
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we were ſo ſoon bereft, were juſt as 1 have 
here delineated them, I pledge myſelf to my 
readers on my word of honour. For all that 
J publiſhed in Hungary he read in manu- 
ſcript, and approved, yet he was fo circum- 
ſtanced, that he could only ſay: Ys 
« Trenck, go on with your labours alone. 
Beware of ſword and poiſon. I cannot at pre- 
ſent take you openly under my protection; 
but I will not let you go unrewarded.” 
Thus muſt a king ſpeak, who is obliged to 
give way to deep-rooted prejudices, and 
prieſtly rancour : and ſuch is the fate of every 
country where'fanaticiſm can plant her bloody 
ſtandart. I truſt that Brabant will ſerve as 
a warning to all ſovereigns; and from the 
preſent commotions in Europe I expect either 
a general ſpread of light amongſt the people, | 
or that they will fall back into a ſtate of the 
profoundeſt darkneſs. Heaven proſper the 


ſwords of them who have drawn them for the 1 | 


7 rights and happineſs of mankind; and over- 


turn the deeplaid ſchemes of fanaticiſm ! On 


tis depend the welfare of nations, and the 
rue glory of beneficent princes, for which 
| 5 Bp = alone 


( 

alone I would ſpend the laſt drop of my blood 
in the field of battle, if younger ſoldiers would 
give me leave. That the diffuſion of know- 
ledge occaſioned the diſturbances in France, 
is an erroneous ſuppoſition. I was a diligent 
obſerver of every ſpring of the evil. The 
oppreſſion of the people, the concatenated 
multitude of noble and clerical leeches who 
| fucked their very blood, compelled thoſe to 
revolt who had nothing but their poverty to 
| looſe: and a ſimilar fate threatens every land 

where the rulers wilh to govern with whips. 
and ſcourges, a mode now practicable only 
amongſt Aſiatic ſlaves. 
In a country where every one has tenden 
to be fatisfied with his condition; where mi- 
niſters cannot tyranniſe, and the nobles have . 
not aſſumed an excluſive right to all places of 


honour and profit; where uſeful citizens are 


not doomed to contempt and inaction, but 

merit and talents may lift up their heads; 

where pricſts have not monopolized the edu- 
cation of youth ; and where freedom of think- 
ing, freedom of inquiry are permitted ; no 
propagation of knowledge can be dangerous, 
2 my 


„ 
no confederacies for effecting a revolution are 
to be feared. Only the prince who delights 
in war, only he who deals not Juſtice with an 
equal hand to all deſcriptions of men, finds. 
in himſelf reaſon for ſuſpicion, and trembles 
at the proceedings of France. In the French 
alone we find an inſtance of a people, who 


have made a general inſurrection in which 


the clergy had no hand. Theſe are the moſt 

dangerous perſons in a nation that has cauſe 

to be diſcontented. But woe to the monarch 

who believes that he is in danger, if the inte- 


oh of the church be not connected with his 
He will find, that he muſt bear the 


eee and leave his ignorant de- 
ceived people unprotected in the arbitrary 
hands of prieſts, if he will merit abſolution 

= and hope a ſeat in heaven. 


Leopold was certainly in no danger as 8 


bred like a father amongſt his children. But 
he who lives like a mogul at a diſtance from 
them, where he cannot hear their ſighs, and 
ſuffers vizirs to think and act in his ſtead, 
| may juſtly tremble when the oppreſſed mur- 
mur. And he who will domineer over the 
whole | 
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whole world, who is conſtantly on the watch 
to enlarge his territories at the expence of his 
neighbours, and who would accuſtom his 


peaceful ſubjects to acts of rapine, ſhould 


never be permitted to ſully a throne that 


. ought to be filled by the father of his people. 


Whilſt the pages of hiſtory are blurred with 


5 the conſequences oſ ſuch miſrule, the people, 


warned by example, ſhould diſpoſe of him in 
a madhouſe: then would the cauſe of revo- 
lutions be torn up by the roots, 

The peaceable foul of Leopold deforwes f 


monuments from the gratitude of poſterity. 


He would have made not only his own ſtates, 
but all Europe happy, and eradicated every 


- germ of diſcord. A protector of the fine 


arts, a promotor of ſcience, inclined from his 
youth to inſtructive reading, and fond of che 
ſociety of honeſt, free, and eee men; 
raiſe altars to his memory, ye ſons of the mu- 


. ſes, for ye have loſt a father. He is dead; 


revere the remains, reverehe memory, of a 
man who was worthy of the ſceptre. Weep 
over his urn, yehoneſt citizens of the Auſtrian 
ſtates. Never before loſt ye ſuch a maſter: 
never 


*® 


. 
never before, perhaps, deſerved ye ſuch an 
one. At his coronation I chanted his praiſe: 
over his grave I ſtood dumb with affliction. 

Him alone I ſerved with a warm heart: and 

I repent it not, though inſtead of being re- 

warded as I deſerved, I was the victim of 

his acquieſcence and indetermination. 
Leopold poſſeſſed almoſt every quality that 

could promote the welfare of his contempo- _ 
rarics, or deſerve the veneration of poſterity. 

As a proof of his exalted ſentiments, [ wml te- 

late only what follows. . 
Seeing and converſing with him often, as 

N he granted me free acceſs, I once ſaid to him : = 
our majeſty? s wants and advantages in 

ſtate affairs I know well, from an experience 
of three and forty years, during which I have 

examined every thing with prying eyes. I 
would impart to it my remarks on objects 
that are carefully concealed from a monarch's 
ſight, and in pointing out the waſps neſt a- 

mong the hives of induſtrious bees, render a 

5 ſervice that will remain after I am no more. 
Ihe emperor gave me permiſſion to write 
the naked truth without reſerve, I did ſo: 


7 
and delivered to him a diſſertation of twelve 


1 week after this I waited on him, he re- 


ceived me graciouſly, went into his cloſet, 
took out my manuſcript, and clapping me on 


the ſhoulder, returned it with theſe words: 


thus ſhould every man at court write.—At 
the fame time he ordered me to give it to the 
archduke Francis, his heir, but not to tell 
him, that he had previouſly ſeen it. 


How ſtrong a proof of an enlightened and 


excellent mind in a prince 


He converſed with me near two hours, i in 


0 confidential manner, on the whole contents 
of my paper, and conſequently had in ſo ſhort 
a time readit through with attention. On ſo 
affecting an occaſion, who could be more 
loyal than I ? My ſecrets were diſcloſed, and 
Il perceived their effects in his words and 
looks. I returned home full of ſpirits ; wrote 
a ſhort dedication in verſe to my paper; and 
the next day, April the 8th, 17 905 pre ſented 
it to the young prince. 


Whether the preſent monarch al any 


uſe of this vriting, and weighed me in a juſt. 


ſcale 5 


C243 3 


ſcale, I ſhall ſoon have occaſion to obſerve. 


Its important contents, however, ſhall remain 


a ſecret while I live, and not be read till I am 
no more, They would too clearly expoſe 


the ſtate of his dominions; and, greatly as I 


have been offended, I am not diſpoſed to be- 
tray ſecrets that have been confided to me, or 
even that I have myſelf diſcovered, Suffice 
it, that he ſaid as prince, I ſhould find him 
my friend, as king, a juſt maſter. How often 
has he pitied me, when I complained to him 
of oppreſſion! Now he has the power in his 
hands, he may, if he pleaſe, redreſs my com- 5 
plaints. When he does, he will receive my 
thanks, he will receive my praiſe. May he 


make good to my children, what his prede- 


| ceſſors owe me; for myſelf I want nothing, I 
will aſk nothing: for I have been too often 
diſappointed, and have learnt from experiences | 


that an heir to a throne can promiſe what . 


when he wields the ſceptre he forget to per- 
form. On this account have I remained fo 
long at a diſtance from court, purpoſing not 
to quit my retirement till I am called, and 
F =_ 


) 
till the value of the political paper above 
mentioned is proved and known. 1 

That his praiſeworthy father placed much | 

confidence in me, and converſed with me 
frequently, and that I did much for him, he 
-1s well aware, His heart is noble; as a mo- 
arch therefore he will deal by me, as he felt 

as a prince: much then have I to hope, if I 
would ſeek his favour for my right. Of Leo- 
pold I will never complain, that he left me 

_ - unrepaid for the perſecutions I experienced 
ftom his courts of juſtice : his ſituation re- 
_ = quired circumſpection, and his power was not 
_ * ſufficiently eſtabliſhed for him to protect, mid 
the general corruption of Vienna, martyrs to 
the truth like me. 

Under his reign, the counſcllor Lowes. 
fels, learned and eſteemed in Vienna alone, 
durſt no longer maintain from a public chair. 
that a ſubject has no property. During that 
of his predeceſſors he was a man of celebrity, 

A whilſt he afſerted in his publications, that 
- Pruſſia was not in a ſtate to defend itſelf 

| againſt the arms of Toſeph. Every cnlighten- 
ed, every honeſt man, mould Jeet ſuch pro- 
. 


enn 


| feſſors, who preach deſpotiſm to gain titles. 


Joſeph employed him as a ſpy of the police: 
Leopold defpiſed him, as from his feathers he 
knew the bird: and by Francis he who has 
ſinned againſt the rights of the people, and 


waged open war with found reaſon, will never 
be honoured, 


Whatever changes have taken place in the 
government, I have always written and ſpoken 
in the ſame ſtyle. Neither my language nor 
my principles have ever changed. This is the 
praiſe of an honeſt author, this is the duty of 


an honeſt man, whom no Py. 2 95 | 
ſhould be able to bend to its will. 


This potion L owed to a man, on whom I 
wiſhed to beſtow the reward he merited from | 


the weak, ſuperficial, deluded inhabitants of 
Vienna. The occurence which I am now a- 

| bout to relate truely redounds perhaps to my 
honour, yet ſhows, that my fate ever holds a 
retrograde courſe, and lays me open to every 


poſſible ſtroke from thoſe with whom I have | 


to contend, till poſterity ſhall my: at my g grave. 
: here: only Trenck found reſt. e NE 


On my arrival at E rin 1 in 17875 being re- 
5 ceived 
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ceived with particular tokens of eſteem, and 
the monarch ſhowing me diſtinguiſhed marks 
of favour, I availed myſelf of the opportunity, 


to ſtraiten the connexion between the Pruſſian 


court and that I ſerved ; conſidering it the firſt 
duty of a truehearted German, to prevent if 
poſſible the ſhedding of his countrymen's 
blood. Converſing on the ſubje& with the 
Imperial ambaſſador, prince Reuſs, he told 
me, that a negotiation would be impoſſible 
whilſt the miniſter Hertzberg was at the 
helm. I perſuaded him to eſtabliſh an inter- 


courſe with the latter gentleman, and to con- 


verſe with him not as a miniſter, but as a pri- 
vate perſon, that they might become mutu- 


ally better acquainted with each other; and 


2 was commiſſioned to bring this | about with 


The with of the Imperial ame der 1 in. 


parted to count Hertzberg. He was pleaſed 
with the Propoſal, but replied ; 


My houſe is beſet with ſpies from all the 


ambaſſadors : if prince Reuſs were to viſit me, 


a connexion would be ſuſpected. Immedi- 


ately letters would be ſent off to Vienna, to 


irritate 


1 

irritate the witſnapping emperor, who is al- 
ways ready to ſpeak with contempt of tlie 
king of Pruſſia. His quibbles would be quick- 
ly repeated to the latter, diſtruſt increaſed, 
| perſonal enmity on hack {ide ſtrengthened 
and every ſtep towards a good underſtanding 
between them renderer vain ; as there are ſo 
many ſtares intereſt in keeping Auſtria and 

Pruſſia eternally at variance. 
On this I propoſed a mean of carrying on 
a conference Incognito at a third place and 
obtained the count's aſſent. The time and 
palace being fixed, 1 repaired to prince Reuſs. 
They met, to their mutual ſatisfaction; and 
both thanked me for a ſtep that promiſed 
conſequences of the utmoſt importance. 
I now drew up a plan, for the gradual efta- 
bliſhment of a more intimate union. It 25 
poſed. 
IF, Liberty for the ſubjects of each fate to 
return to their native country. 
2. 0 introduce the Hungarian wines into 
Pruſſia, i in oppoſition to the French, whilſt on 
5 the other hand Hungary would admit the 
manufactures 
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manufactures of Pruſſia; and to eſtabliſh a free 
trade between Sileſia and Bohemia. 


This plan I took an opportunity of men- 


tioning to the king himſelf. He referred me 
to his miniſter von Werder, i in whoſe depart- 
ment it was. And I can aſſure my reader, 


that Frederic- William ſhowed a ſtrong in- 


clination to further my propoſal, cheerfully 


offering his hand to the alliance; and the mi- 


niſter found nothing to object. | 
Prince Reuſs now intreated me to be ſe-⸗ 
cht. and obſerved, that our project would 
certainly be fruſtrated, if it came to the 
knowledge of the chancery at Vienna, and 
Pruſan miniſter von Jacobi. He added : 
I will conclude the buſineſs alone with count 
Hertzberg at Berlin: I will then proceed. to 
Vienna, ſpeak to the emperor and tell os. 
that your zeal paved the way to this grand 
work. 1 

5 The whole was now concluded, and the 
e queſtion, which of the two courts. 


ſhould take the fert ſtep, decided; as the 


King, a friend o peace, found no difficulty 


in making the propoſals. Theſe were diſ- 


Patch 


a IE 


OB We r, 


E 
patched to che emperor, and remained un· 4 
anſwered. NN ne 
If repaired 1 to Vienna, haſtened to the em- 
penn and had a conference with him. 
He liſtened to me with a ſneer: at length N 
his features were * into a | ſmile, and 
he ſaid: 
What? is there any bit ? 1 Live | 
three hundred thouſand men, and can pre- 
ſcribe laws in Berlin. Such a king I will ſoon 
drive out of his ſeraglio. When looking at 
me with ſcorn, he added the remarkable 
words: you have obtained a penſion from the 
king. 1 wiſh you joy of it. He does not 
know, however, that this ſummer I ſhall be | 
at Conſtantinople, and then we ſhall talk 1 in 
another tone. 
He who knows ni tens 1n theſe his 
words ; and every one who is acquainted with 
politics, every one who knows mankind, 
may judge of my thoughts on this occaſion. 
I beheld him with grief, ſhrugged my 
ſhoulders, returned home with a ſigh, and . 
reſolved from that time not to ſee him again. 


To my friends I predicted the conſequences; 7 
Fo Iſpoke 
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. 
ſpoke with more freedom than is uſual at 


Vienna; ; and was laughed at for my pains. 


Thus were all my honeſt endeavours diſ- 


appointed, in a ſtate where men are generally 

eſtimated according to their places, titles, and 

pretenſions: and I found in modern days the 
confirmation of the old ſaying: the induſtri- 


ous bees make honey in vain, when mice are 


in the hive, and drones find protection. 


The year following, as I returned from 


Paris, and had inveſtigated the ſources of the 
Brabantine revolution, I could not reſiſt my 

: inclination to fulfil the duty of a citizen, went 
to court, and foretol | what would follow. I 
| received for anſwer : * 


ce Dalton will ſoon tie the rebellious mob 


to his horſes tails, as the Tartars do their pri- 


ſoners. I will now ſhow my let 1 in earneſt, | 
and all will ſoon be quiet.” 1 


1 replied: If your ets be ſovereign 


of Brabant on new- -years-day, I will forfei _ 
my head from my ſhoulders. 


This tone gave diſpleaſure. He ſheeringly = 


8 ſmiled, and ſaid :=you have no doubt learnt | 


SY 
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to ſpeak and judge thus Tom your friend 
 Hertzberg. 
I uttered not another word; ſighed; and 
within a month all my preſages were verified. 
On his deathbed he remembered me; but 
for me did nothing. He died in a lament- 
able ſituation, and merited my reproaches: 
yet I pitied him, but till more his ſucceſſor. 
Leopold now aſcended the throne beſet 
with a multitude of princely cares. 1 ſoug 11 
and obtained acceſs to him, as I have already 
mentioned, and was with him at leaſt three 
times a week. In Vienna my unbounded 
love of truth was known; and my intimate 
5 acquaintance with the town and its inhabitants 
were equally notorious. I knew, too, that | 
'Trenck's having ſo much the ear of the new. 
ſovereign did not give ſatisfaction at Berlin. 
Cabals aroſe on all ſides—]I was watched, [ 
Vas envied, and the plunderers of the ſtate 
trembled with the appr chenſion | that the 
ſhould be unmaſked, 1 
At his arrival in his dominions, peace was 
the grand wiſh of the monarch, that he migh _ 
become the father of his juſtly offended ſub t 
vor. 111. £2, | N | jects 5 


2 
jects. As the convention of Reichenbach 
took place, and I was fo frequently ſeen at 
court during this period, it was ſuppoſed, 
both at Vienna and Berlin, that I had 2 
ed out the means of effecting it. 
On this ſubject any reader may think as he 
pleaſes. Never will I diſcover a ſecret in- 
truſted to me, or what as a German patriot I 
have done to promote a paternal union a- 
mongſt the people of Germany. Oſtentation 
is by no means my hobby-horſe. I might 
feel proud of the approbation of poſterity, 
vVere I ſuppoſed to be an inſtrument of the 
peace of Reichenbach. But in my ſituation : 
truth is dangerous, were it to be made public 
and I will do injury to no one that has con- 
tributed to ſo noble a purpoſe as peace, and 
a the gratification of the wiſh of Leopold. 
That others have ploughed with my Weir 
” certainly true, Yet, as another has plumed 
| himſelf in the reputation of a plan filched 
from me, by no one ſhall I be called to ac- 
count for the means whereby the grand 
ſcheme was accompliſhed. I have received 


no Preſent from the weer, and alone re- 
7 main 
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main poor, where others have mounted to 


C wealth and honour on the ladder I had raiſed. 


Leopold is now dead, and cannot tell his ſuc- 
ceſſor, who probably, on principles like thoſe 
of Joſeph, is not ſatisfied with the convention, 
which ſaved Auſtria from deſtruction, who it 
was that opened the path for him, and has to 
wait for the praiſe he merits, till the effects 
of this i important work are known and valued 
as they ought, 
Io excite the compaſſion of my readers, 

I muſt here diſcloſe a ſecret, which, while it 
redounds to my honour, will render my im- 
pulacable enemy a man much to be feared. 
Many, no doubt, will ſay:—as Trenck has 
already ſo often found what the favour of 
- Princes and miniſterial rancour are capable of 

effecting, why does he ruſh into dangers, at 


| which every one who knows the world muſt 


ſhudder ? He only can preſerve his quiet who 
remains an indifferent though attentive ſpec- 
tator : but he who endeavours to deſtroy the 
hornet's neſt, will certainly be ſtung, be he 
ever ſo wary, and wilt not be pitied by thoſe 
who appear in helmets to * themſelves 
5 from 
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rom fillips on the noſe at court, where the 
nightingale muſt ſing in his cage to drown 
the chirping of the ſparrow joyous 1n his free- 


dom, and lap-dogs reclining on ſatin cuſhions 


eat the hare caught by the lank greyhound 
hat pines with hunger at the door! 3 
Vet let men think what they pleaſe, I bluſh 


at no good action; and only pity thoſe who 


are deterred from the performance of ſuck 


by my example. IE rink 
The occurrence I was about here to > make 
known to the world, was actually printed, — 
but, alas — an intervening occaſion, on which 
I was eagerly intreated to bury i it in ſilence, 


leſt it ſhould bring perſecution on my chil- | 


dren, has induced me to cancel thoſe ſheets, 
and leave out a paſſage, which would have done 


much honour, and thrown conſiderable light 


on this hiſtoty.- 


To times and circumſtances, therefore, 1 


muſt ſubmit; hoping, that my reticence will 
paciſy him, who has demanded from my in- 
.tegrity this ſilence, which will conſiderably 

diminiſh the value of my hiſtory. In thus 
_ appealing to my honour, he attacked me on 


my 


"0-5 3 
my weak ide ; for from the threats of the 
powerful, I am not accuſtomed to ſhrink. 
| More deſerving praiſe, undoubtedly, ſhould 


I appear, were the papers I have in my hands 
laid before a candid world. I hope, however, 
that no one will ſtimulate me to publiſh what 
I have promiſed to conſign to eternal ſecrecy. 


The convention of Reichenbach fruſtrated | 
the faireſt opportunity Pruſſia ever had of re- 
ducing Auſtria to future inſignificance. Its 
certainty was known to the enlightened few ; 


and they were conſequently diſpleaſed with 

the promoters of peace: yet the ſhort-fighted v 
pride of Vienna rendered it as little dati 
with the condeſcenſion of Leopold. 


Thus I loft favour on both ſides, and actu- 


ally ſuffered perſecution, where ſtill there was 
nothing but probability and conjecture againſt 
me. Time and poſterity alone can eſtimate my 
| worth in the grave, when the conſequences 1 5 
of what is now paſſing ſhall be more clearly _ 
developed. Vanity was never my foible: 
yet would J willingly ſay ſomething at leaſt of 
his grand event, that the reſolutions I made 
at Vienna a and: at c Berlin may be pied, and 


1 
the reaſim why I have no reward to expect 
from either court may be known. A change 
of rulers produces a change of {yitems. For 
Leopold I offered myſelf a ſacrifice: he is 
dead; and his ſucceſſor heeds not my ſighs. 
Wearied with never-ceaſing conflicts, and 
labouis fruitleſs for myſelf alone, I choſe de- 
cided independence, and quitting Vienna, 
paid a viſit to Berlin, Here I found the ca- 
| bals had taken the field againſt each other. 
The period was not favourable to me—the 
worthy king was too ſtrictly obſerved. My : 
_ deſign, therefore, I poſtponed to a more for- 
tunate opportunity, and preſented him my 
youngeſt ſon for his ſervice, whom, with the 
moſt gracious expreſſions and aſſurances, he 1 
appointed an officer in Werder's regiment 
of horſe, in which his brother had already 
ſerved five years with honour and eſteem. 
Should circumſtances ſo turn out, that the 3 
both muſt ſuffer becauſe I am their father, 
they will know how to follow my example, 
and l prefer honourable freedom to the happi- 
neſs of a ſlave. All honeſt men will be their 
| friends and protectors when I am no more; 
383 N 


6 5 
and they will dread no miniſterial perſe- 
cutions, bend to no ene mies of virtue, need 
no court faveurs, to purſue in youth the 
paths of integrity, and become worthy mem- 
bers of ſocicty, where to live, to act, and to 


think on the principles of Trenck are no 


more. | 


From Berlin 1 travelled to Hamburg, and 
had ſufficient reaſon this time to keep my- 
ſelf incognito, whilſt many eyes appeared to 


be directed towards me. As a fiee perſon 


indeed I could demand ſatisſaction of any one 
who gave me offence. Under William's 
ſceptre the gates of the Spandau baſtille are 
ſhut againſt every victim to arbitrary power; 


and I fear not him who wears a crown, if he 


dare infringe the rights of man. But who 
ſtands higheſt in the credit of the public will 
have been already re marked at Paris, where 
the academy of ſciences, that had been in- 
treated as much as poſſible to depreciate me 
and my writings, did juſt the contrary, blam- 
ing me only for reciting the praiſes of my 

| ſecret ene mies, to ſuch a degree as to excite E 
2 ſuſpicion of latte ry, in all my writings. 
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Literary emulation ſhall never debaſe me to 
revenge and perfecution, particularly where 
my conſcience tells me that my ſilence pro- 
ceeds from greatneſs of mind. The private 
individual ſeldom experiences juſtice ; but he 
who is conſcious of his own internal worth, 
will be incapable of ſervile flatte ry. 

If a few of their excellencies ſhould believe, 
that from zeal to the emperor Leopold, and 
For the welfare of Germany, I conttibuted 
ſomewhat to the peace of Reichenbach, 
which fiuſlrated many contrary ſchemes, that 
would have involved in diſcord two benevo- 
lent princes, and deluged their country with 


1 blood; the aſcription of fo commencable an 
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act does me no ſmall honour, though the 
paying it me publicly would redound more to 

the credit of their miniſterial wiſdom. In this 
caſe, however, 1 ſhould have a claim to the 
greater part of thoſe rewards and preſents 


obtained by thoſe who have ploughed with. 


my heifer-. 
From ohis true, downright German narrative 
5 my readers may infer, that fate has not ceaſed 


C 
to perſecute me, and that the moſt upright 
conduct is leaſt known, and leaſt rewarded. 
Enough! literature is now my hobby horſe, 
on which the Belifarius of Auſtria and Pruſſia 
will probably prance throughout Europe, 
thoſe parts of it excepted where fire and 
faggot threaten heretics like me; till he finds 


| ſome corner ſecure from miniſterial rancour 


and prelatical vengeance, whence the thun- 
dering voice of truth may pierce with re- 


| ſounding echoes the remoteſt region of the 


atmoſphere, and, crowned with. conviction, 
ſubſide into gentle murmurs purling on his 
e when the rigid cenſor backed by his ſa- 


ttellites, has threatened it with fetters in vain. 


It is far from unlikely, therefore, that the 


public will yet be greeted with a numerous 


progeny ſrom my fertile pen. In happy 
Denmark the pre ſs is ſtill free to enlighten = 
and inſtruct the people. May heaven bleſs 


and reward the prince who confirms to his 


ſubjects the rights of man. But ſhould ſove- 


reign commands operate univerſally through- 


out Germany to bring back the times of the 
eroil. des, I will learn the language of ſavages, 
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and write for the Hurons the biography of 
our European monarchs, and miniſters of 
ſtate, in plain honeſt words; and diſpatch my 
faithful pictures to the inquiſition at Rome 
and Madrid, where they may apply who wiſh. 
to have true copies of them. 


God, who has hitherto permitted me, a- 


_ midſt a thouſand perils, to act the part of an 
honeſt man, and a real martyr to the truth, 
protect and ſtrengthen me in the laſt ſcene 

of my tragedy, and let not my powers fail 
where I meet with obſtacles inſurmontable! 


To you friends of humankind, who have 


not read my hiſtory unmoved, I commend 
my children, when 1 am ſtretched on the 
field. In the grave I ſhall be deaf to the 
voice of fame: my head is gray; and I have 
had reaſon to imprecate each riſing fur, that 
| ſheds beams on ſo many knayes. O were 
this the laſt day of my beholding them. My 
5 inquiſitive eye has long been weary of view- 
ing mankind, and the occurrences of this 
world; and he who has been like me ex- 


poſed to the unabated ardour of the ſun of | 


fate's torrid rays, muſt with for repoſe 1 in the 
ſhades of death, 


SUPPLEMENT 
ro THE 
HISTORY 
or 


I N the third volume of my « biſtory I de- 


ſcribed this man as en original. I mentioned 
| his death, and inſerted his farewel letter, in 


wWiaich he imparted to me his laſt reſolves. 1 
even wrote to his captain, to inquire the cir- 
cumſtances of his death, and received from 
175 him its confirmation. 5 
How much was 1 ee, W in 
1790, | received at Paris, from this ſuppoſed 
: dead man, the following epiſtle 
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Friend! 4 FD 
When thou receiveſt this letter Gon a man,. 
whom thou haſt for ſeventeen years imagined 


to be in the grave : — thou will undoubtedly 
be ſurpriſed. —Receive now an explanation of 


this ſtrange miracle. 
An officer of our regiment, returning from 


Switzerland, where he had been en furlough, 
brought to Novara thy printed hiſtory, _ 
which thou haſt not forgotten mine. In it I 
| am depicted j in ſuch true colours, that. it ap- 

| pears thou haſt little tenderneſs for my ho- 

Nour even in the grave: a chimera, that trou- 
bles me little ; ; ſtill leſs does it excite me to 5 


reproach. 
"Br, deareſt friend, tidu haſt now Wired 
off the maſk, and the whole garriſen knows 


him, who had for f x-and-thirty years con- 


cealed himfelf from their curioſity. To me 
this diſcovery i is far from pleaſing : but with 


' thee I am not on that account angry. The 


truth was written by thee, when thou rec- 
konedſt me among the dead; and they who 5 
are actually dead concern themſelves not with : 


5 : 


C433 

paſs on them. For thy miſtake I can accuſe 
no one but myſelf, and I am alone the cauſe 
that things have been reveiled which are high- 
5 l/ prejudical to me in my preſent ſituation. 

J was not ignorant, that juſtice was refuſed - 
ches at Vienna, and that thine enemies had 
oppreſſed and reduced thee to poverty. Dur- 
ing my reſidence at Aix, I perceived plainly» 
that I was a burden to thee, and that thy do- 
meſtic wants demanded thy laborious exer- 


tions. Thy goodneſs to me I had experien- 


de: I was on every occaſion aſſiſted, and 


never forſaked by thee. In Alexandria I was 
but a poor ſubaltern. Hadſt thou ſuppoſed | 
me to be amongſt the living, thy inability to 


ſupport me would have pained thy noble mind 


and thy children would have ſuffered, that 1 
might have had aſſiſtance. This alone deter- 1 


mined me to deceive thee, and to make thee 


believe, that being i in the grave my wan ts 


were at an end. On this account, I imparted 


do thee my final reſolution, as a philoſopher 
to leave a world, that could have no charms 8 


1 for either of us. 


+0 Of my captain \ thou inquiredſt about my 
. | death; 
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death; and I prevailed on him by my intrea- | 
ties to countenance the deception. Thus thou 
art juſtified to me, as I am aſſuredly in thine 


eyes, for thy Schell thou haſt proved. 
As my heart and my curioſity ftill led me 


to obſerve thee, I requeſted a friend at Aix 
to give me from time to time accounts of 
| thee; and thoſe I received contributed little 
to my ſatisfaction. From princes thou haſt 

never found juſtice; and thy propenſity to 


writing, thy zeal for truth, augmented the 


rage of thine enemies, who thought themſelves _ 
thereby injured, and perſecuted thee on that 
account with redoubled animoſity. Such in- 
ſects are not tamed by the firmneſs and zeal 
of a Trenck. I remained filent, therefore, 
till J learnt thy ſucceſs at Berlin. On this 1 


congratulate thee from my heart; and rejoice 


with all who know true worth, and are Te” , 
ble of valuing thy merit. | 


At the age of ſeventy-four I am at 1 


for the fourth time, an orderly enſign. Thus 
neither of us has advanced much in the mili- 
tary line: but thou wilt join with me in 
laughing at things of ſo little moment, He 


who 


* 


| 208 1 
who could give a Trenck in his ſixty-fifth year 
the paltry rank of major is more to be pitied 
than thou art: and I can never expect a”co- 
lonel's commiſſion from one who could make 
the gray-haired Schell an enſign. Certainly, 
my friend, thou and I concern ourſelves little 
about ſuch trifles as titles, or things that de- 
pend on the arbitrary will of. others : but 
thou couldſt not refrain from laughter, 
were thou to ſee Schell, now bent with 
age, parading in an enſign's uniform. 
This, however, fortune has not thought pro- 
per to bring about. Yet in every 1 
in every circumſtance, I have been content; 
and I now feel greater cauſe to be ſo than 
ever, ſince 1 have heard good accounts of 
r 
I am indebted to my captain the money | 
he furniſhed for my equipment. If the fale 
of our hiſtory have produced thee any profit, 
ſend me my ſhare for the few pages filled by 
my adventures, that I may ſatisfy my bene- 
factor: if, however, thou have not fo much 
left, think not of it. | 
The bal of our travels through Poland 


has | 
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has given me much pleaſure: I have found 
thee again in thy ſtyle. At length ſome of 
thine enemies have met their reward. If any 
one more powerful remain, even though he 
wear a crown, thou knoweſt me. I have no- 
thing to loſe, and would die ſmiling at his 
ſide, if thou but give me the hint. My pa- 
rents, my relations, are all in the grave; I, 
therefore, am reſtrained by no duties. Thou 
art a father; thou muſt live, endure, and care 
for others. Give me ſpeedily an account of 
| thy preſent ſituation... This letter will excite 
thy amazement. Thou haſt innocently de- 
4 ceived the public, in announcing to it my 
death. But, my friend, the public concerns 
itſell little whether a Schell or a Leſch exiſt 
or ever did exiſt; or whether he prance about 5 
on a white horſe | in heaven, or cut Capers un- 
| der the laſh of Satan's Whip. 
Send me two copies of thy hiſtory : : in at 
ſhall read my adventures with indifference, 
thine with rapture and admiration, Since 
the paſſions have ceaſed to affail me, my days 
and years glide by like a murmuring ſtream, 
My dre are uniform: my health, my 
: frame 


PE 07-7 5 
frame of body, my diſpoſition of mind, and 
my feelings, are juſt thoſe of a hail old man. 


I now for the firſt time enjoy exiftence, and 


feel that I live. By the whole regiment I am 
loved and eſteemed: by no one am J envied, 


in no one do J find an enemy. I have no one 
in the world to diſturb.me in the performance 
of my duties; no one who will want me when 
tam no more. If thou be as happy as I 
5 actually am, delay not to write a letter that 
will revive me. J expect it, I eagetly _ = 


for it, and ever remain 


Thes old Lzscn ; but, Gate teu haſt = 
raiſed me from the dead, at e | 


tm tried friend, M7 071190 
Navara April, 1790. Sonrus.. 
Ny anſwer to the preceding letter. 
Paris, May 16, 1790. 


5 sul, then, cnt Schell, art thou an actor 
on this mundane ſtage ! I thought myſelf cer- 


6 tain, that thou hadſt already awaited the re- 


furrection of the dead for ſeventeen years 5 


longer than I; and ſince that time, no ſmil- 


ing Tay has paſſed without my e 5 


: thee, and honouring * aſhes, 
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Worthy man ! thou haſt deceived me, from 


overſtrained generoſity. Of ſuch actions thou 
alone art capable: but I confeſs to thee, that, 
on breaking the ſeal of thy letter, a ſacred tre- 


mor ſeized me, at again finding a friend like 


thee, who art ſuch an honour to the name of 
friendſhip. Ves, dear Schell, with open arms 
I receive thee, reſtored to me from the grave. 


Theſe arms, that bore thee from Glatz to 


: Braunau, are ever ready to receive chee 
dearer to me than Pylades to Oreſtes. At 
all times wert thou welcome to me; doubly 


welcome now, when J am in circumſtances 


to ſerve thee, without injury to myſelf, 


The account of thy life, given in my hiſtory, | 


moſt certainly was not calculated to give thee 
pleaſure: but why wouldſt thou live and die 

in ſecret, and give thyſelf out for dead ? Thou 
art aſſured, that thy Trenck would not at his 
reſurrection have left thee in the grave. Sure 
it is, that I ſpared thee not, and divulged thy I 
ſecrets: but, ſuppoſing thee dead, I could 
| notaſk thy conſent. Yet, when frankly con- 


feſſing faults, 1 praiſed thy inimitable virtues 


to my eme eee, and thy. poſieriy 


know, 


| fuſe in embelliſhing thy legend, to ſet off to 


6 899 
know, that tears of ſorrow mingled with the 
ink wherewith I wrote my name. 
Thus it is now known in Sardinia, that thou 
art the Schell whom I have delineated. For- 
give it, deareſt friend: to thyſelf alone it is 
imputable: by thee was torn the veil that 
concealed thy failings and thy virtues. Un- 
queſtionably many paſſages in thy hiſtory 1 
would not have written, had I ſuppoſed it 
poſſible, that thou couldſt {till be in the land 
of the living. But I knew, that thou, like me, 
vert too much ſuperior to prejudice, to fancy 
bloom in the withered flower. I knew, that 
to thee peſthumous renown was a matter of 
indifference ; and that thou hadſt ſcrutiaiſed 
' praiſe and blame with the eye of a philoſopher. 
On this account, I ſpared thee not, where 
ſhades contraſt the lights. For my part, I 
give thee leave to ſay, that I have been pro- 


advantage the hiſtory of my own martyrdom. 
 —Hence, perhaps, we may both receive the 95 
| honour of canoniſation. - 
- at thy letter I am a little diſturbed, 1 
= thou art indifferent to every ching that con- 
cerns 
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cerns Schell. Leſch undoubtedly ceaſes not 


to be Leſch: elſe would the truth of Trenck's 


adventures begin to be doubted, in which I 


was juſtified by a long ſilence to diſcloſe what 
might be unpleaſing to the living Schell. But, 
m ſhort, J have done thee no elend i injury. 


All my readers pity, admire, and eſteem thee; 


and, if ever thou come to France, thou wilt 
there find a people endued with noble ſenti- 
ments, who honour in thee the hero of friend: 
ſhip; and would willingly ameliorate thy fate, 


Thy fault, imprudence, the total contempt of 


ſelf-intereſt was a noble, bold, or perhaps raſh 

undertaking, that invited thee . . . . all this 

injured thyſelf alone. Every honeſt man, 

every one who knows the human heart, will 

do thee juſtice; and would willingly ſee the 

: gray-headed Schell in a more proſperous ſitu- 
ation than that of an orderly enſign. 


For thy ſatisfaction, too, I muſt relate a 


eircumſtance, which teſtifies the greatneſs of 
William's mind. I was deſired to give him 
thy hiſto'y. Attention illumined his bene vo- 


Tent features, and he aſked with eagerneſs— 


ò that ſingular man yet alive? — No, ſire, 


Was 
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was my anſwer, — To which, with the moſt 
affectionate warmth, he replied, were he ſtill 


living, I would gladly ſee him at Berlin, — 
Judge, whether 1 e not cauſe to revere 
him. 


In thy next letter, which 1 den ex- 


5 pect, write me a more particular account of 
thy preſent ſituation. Canſt thou quit thy 


friends, and thy accuſtomed mode of life in 
Italy, and reſide with me? In the mean time 


I remit; thee thy ſhare of the profits of our 
hiſtory. This thou canſt not refuſe : it comes 
to thee not from Trenck, but from the pub- 


| lie, I only reſtore thee what I kepr for * 
ſelf believing thee dead. _ 


My preſent ſituation at Paris, is too tur- 


bulent for a philoſopher. Were vanity my 


foible, 1 muſt here be happier than a Ceſar, 


Triumph every where attends my ſteps, an a 
France makes me forget all my ſufferings. 


Here the people think nobly, freely, and 


* magnanimouſly. Soon will the fetters be 
= byoken, and events ſucceed, that muſt aſto- 


niſh all Europe, and inſpire the wiſh of imi- 


tation. I regret nothing but the Years I have 
waſted 5 


( 382 } 
waſted in Auſtria. There I did much, and 
loſt all: ingratitude was my reward, and ne- 
ver has any thing been done there for me. 
Still am I contending in vain againſt the plun- 
derers of my property; and againſt the mean 
principles and prejudices of my plodding, 
| ſtupid, and malevolent fellow-citizens. The 
_ greateſt misfortune of all is, that I muſt leave 
my well-diſpoſed children in a climate of all 
the moſt dangerous to virtue and honeſty, 
fettered as I am by the ſmallneſs of that por- 
tion of my property which I have been able 
to ſnatch from the gripe of peculation. I 
have only the duties of a father to fulfil, 
however; for, in a deſpotic country, a citizen 
has no duties. From every appearance, 1 
have nothing to hope. My great eſtates are 
gone. J have no cares but for thoſe whom 
I have called into a melancholy exiſtence: 
and theſe prevent my enjoyment of the victory 
I have at length obtained, in the general ap- 7 
Probation of my conduct. 
Dear Schell, we now approach the laſt 
ſcene of the parts we have had to act: and 
aſſuredly I ſhall not be hiſſed off the ſtage by 
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the juſt and diſcerning amongſt the audience, 


In general I have been approved, admired, 


and pitied : but I have received no ſupport, 


None but Britons throw their purſes on the 
| ſtage to good actions &: other nations content 
themſelves with clipting and applauding them. 
Throughout my whole life I have found only 
one Schell. Many have been aſſiſted by me 
in their neceſſities: but from the great, who 
ſhould conſole, enrich, and reward thoſe who 
_ deſerve it, I have never received any thing. 
Vet I repent neither; nor does either diſ- 
turb my peace: what is neceſſary I know how 
to earn; with what 3 is e 1 can diſ- 
penſe. 7 
x the elves raviſhed from us in e : 
my children will not ealily recover any part, 
if following my example they openly attack 
fraud with the arms of Juſtice alone; and like 
me they ſhall never cringe to obtain them. 
5 T hou, my dear Schell, haſt nothing | but thy 


- * Parom Trenck. ar pears to have viſited Bartholo- 
| mew fair: as we believe this is not practiſed on * wi 
| Britiſh theatre, except thoſe of Smithfield, . T. 15 


own 


hy r Os ee 
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_ own wants to claim thy cares. Transfer them 


to me. Thou knoweſt my heart; to ſatisfy 


them will be my moſt pleaſing occupation. 
My hiſtory has led thouſands to pity thy fate: 
but of thoſe thouſands not one has diſburſed 


a ſingle penny to render it more comfortable. 


So thinks, fo acts the world. Thou, however, 
art more happy in thy ſituation, than I am in 
mine; for I haye the anxieties of a father. 
Let us finiſh our tragedy, without ſtooping 
do aqy harlequin tricks. Mine is performed 
at the theatres of London and Paris with ap- 


plauſe; whilſt I fit ſmiling as a ſpectator. 


When we have both ceaſed to act on the 
world's ſtage; I hope to have much conver- 
ation with thee behind the curtain, reſpecting 
the parts we have performed together; if 


ſouls can ſpeak without tongues, lips, and 


muſcles, and hear without . nerves. 


F arewel! 
* friend, 

"Tamron, 
Thus, my Kiehn whom 1 reported dead, 


r is ariſen from the grave, and now actually an 
1 apoſtolical' enſign i in a turinele Garriſon, 


An 
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An avaricious bookſeller of Paris has print- 


cd a life of Schell, and a volume of his poems, 
for the ſake of getting money. I declare, 
however, on my honour, that Schell knows 
nothing of either; and that they are a hodge- 
| podge of ſtupidity, calumny, and falſchood. 
His ſuppoſititious poems are the productions 
of ſome blockhead; and che whole is the com- 
I pilation of a knave. In his book he has in- 
ſerted this poor man's will, in which are be- 
queathed whole caſkets of diamonds, ſtones 
of immenſe value, ample legacies, and vaſt 
ſums of money. From my heart I wiſh that 


Schell were ſo wealthy; and that the patri- 


arch of all enſigns could nurſe his old age on 
a convenient ſopha, without having to care 
for the neceſſaries of life, if he ſhould be- 
come an invalid. 
The worthy man is ill 5 and RL 
who, affected by his fate, wiſh to comfort his 
old age, may find him at Turin. Schell 


wants no palace; he needs neither man- cook 


nor valet- de chambre: but at his time of life : | 
he deſerves caſe, anc freedom from care. For 
riches he Was never anxious: 4 but he thought 
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too little of the future, when the weight of 
years cruſhes the ſprings of activity, and the 
| helpleſs deſtitute gray-beard, without friend, 

without country, without ſupport in his neceſ- 
 Hities, feels the pinch of want, and languiſhes 
in penury. The poſſibility that ſuch may be 
| his fate pains me to the heart, ſince it is not 
in my power to do for him what I would: 
and the villainous bookſeller, who has injur- 
ed him by his calumnies, will certainly be- 
ſtow on him no part of that money, which he 
has ſwindled from the purſes of the curious 
Pariſians. Our laws puniſh not ſuch thieves, 
who enrich themfelves at the expence of 
- worthy men. From bookſellers and ſcanda- 


lous pirates I myſelf have experienced no 
better fate. 
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THE END, 
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